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VITAL STATlSTlCS.‘DF THE .lhllTED STATES, 1978 

A brief summary of the contents. for each section is listed below for the con- 
venience of the reader. A complete table of contents is shown at the beginning-of 
each section and is identified by a narrow black edge which can be located easily 
by fanning the pages. Each section is paged independently, using the section 
number as the identifying prefix. 
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Section 1. Marriages. 

For the United States:, I 

National trend data. 
Marriage totals and rates for each State, division,.and region. 
Marriage totals for%ach county or county equivalent. 

_ Monthly,ma&iage totals for each State, division, and region. 

For the marriage-registration area: 
Marriages classified by major demographic characteristics of bride 
tid groom and by characteristics of marriage herformed .in each. 
participating State; marriage rates specific for sex, age, and previous 
tiarital status. 

Section 2. Divorces -, 
_’ 

For the United States: 
._ 

National t&nd data. 
Divorce totals and rates for-each State, division, and region. *m 
Divorce totals for each county or county equivalent. 
Trend of national estimates of the total number of children in- 
volved in divorce. . 

For the divorce-registration area: 
For each participating State, divorces classified by major demo- 
graphic -characteristics of husband and wife, characteristics of their 
marriage, and number of children. 

Section 3. -@uerto Rico and Virgin Islands (US.) 

Marriage and divorce totals for each county or county equivalent. 
Marriages classified by major demographic characteristics of bride’and 
.gmom. 
For Virgin Islands only, divor~s and a&ulments classified by char- 
acteristics of husband and wife, duration- of marriage, and number of 
children 

Se&ion 4. Technical Appendix 

H&ori&l.and contemporary sources of marriage and divorce statistics, 
design of the +samples of marriages and divorces and annulments, vari- 
abiity of sample -estimates, and uniformity -and completeness of the 
reporting forms and the collected data. Tables of the populationesti- 
mates used as bases for rates. 
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Guide to tables in Section 2 - Divorces 

-. 

TABLE: 2 

PAGEi 2 

Geographic area: 
All stat~s-------------------------------------------------------------- 

< 
Divisipns---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Divorce-registration ~re~-------------------------------_---------------- 

Regio"s-----------------------------------------------------------~----- 

Registration States--------------I--------~-----------------~----------- 

"nit& states----------------------------------------------------------- 

_ _ 

-1 -2 -3 -4 -5 -6 -7 -8 -9 -10 

I I 

12 3 I I' 8 I 

Years : 
1920-78-.---------------------------------------------------------------- 1 

1953-78-------1--------------------------------------------------------- a 

children per decree----------------------------------- 

Number of annulments and percent of total divorces and aonulmeats------- 

Number of children involved in divorces and annulments------------------ 

N&e= of divorces and ann"lments--------------------------------------- 

Percent distribution of divorces and annulments------------------------- 

Rates per 1,000 children under 18 years of age------------------------- 

Rates per 1,000 married wmen 15 years of age and over------------------ 

Rates 1,000 papulation--------------------------i------------------ 

---- ---------____ 

Hedian age at time of decree and at time of marriage-------------------- 

Number of ebildren‘reported--------------------------------------------- 

place of -ri=ge------------------------------------------------------ 

IWith percent changes from preceding year. 
%edian duration. 



. Guide to &bl& in Section 2! - Divorces - Cdn: 

[Data are for divorces and annulments occurring in the United States in 1978. Data for geographic areas are by place of occurrence]. 

1 
TABLE : 2 -11 -i2 -13 

PAGE : 2 -11 -l? -13 

Geographic area: ' 
All statas-----------------------------;-------- . 

Di.vorce-registration area----------------------- 11 

&@&tration states----------------------------- 11 212 

""ited States-;-------I _--_______-__ L-l-1 ---- -_- -, 

Year : 
1978--------------------------------------------. 11 

Type of entry: 
Number of divorces-and'annulmePts-------------~ 11 I 

Characteristics: 
Age at time of decree-----;---------------------- 11 

Age et time of marriage----------------'--------- 
-, - 

D"jg&l" of marriage-------_------------------- : 

Educational attainment of husband and wife----l--' 
.- 

Month mrriage perforned---------~-------------- ., 

Number of children reported--------------------- 

N"&ber of this merrisge------------------------- , 

Race-------------;------------------------------ 

ITotal of 19 reoortinp. States and each rermrtinz State. ' - 
‘Total of 
‘Duration 
%hration 

21 
of 
of 

. - 
reporting States and each re;or+~ State. 
marriage at time of separation. - 
marriage from separation to decree. 
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Guide to tables in Section 3 - Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands 

Data by area of occurrence1 

TABLE: 3 

PAGE: 3 

Geographic-area: 
&u&y equivalents-_------------------------ 

Puerto Rico--------------------------------- 

“irgin’Islands------------------------------ 

Years : 
yjr&~;78--- -------_---_--__,--------;-:----- 

197*-----------------------------;------------ 

Type of event: 
Divorces and annulments--------------------- 

Txppe of data: 
Frequencies--------------------------------- 

Rates--------------------------------------- 

-5 -6 

-5 -5 

5 6 

-5 6 

5 6 

-6 

Characteristics of marriages: 
, Age----------------------------------------- 

Day ,,f week--------------------------------- 

First marriage of both---------------------- 

-Triage order------------------------------ 

Month of marriage---------'-----------------I 

Nmber of this marriage-------;------------- 

&evious marital Status--------------------- 

&side& StBtllS-----------;----------------- 
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Guide to tables in Section 4 - Technical Appendix 

Central files of records estahllshed----------------- 

Collection of data, 1876-1978------------------------ 

Pop&qti,,,, data;------------------------------------- 

States reporting selected items---------------------- 

Year States admitted to the marriage- and 

~,,&,er of sample records--------------------------- 

'Marriage- and divorce-registration areas for 1957-78. 
'United States for 1920%8. 
'United States, each region, division and State, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands for 1978. 
'Unmarried population by age. marital status, and sex for the marriage-registration area for 1978. 
=Marriages . 
%ivorces. 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

D&no,avaJab,e ______________--- _-- 

caiegolynotapplic&k------------- . . . 
Qm,ity yem -----_--------I ---- - 
Q,,mMymoretiObtilessthan0.05-- 0.0 

F&wedwsncltmeztstmxkudr 
ofreliabilityorp&jon _________,- l 1 
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Sampling Variability of the Marriage Statistics 

In the tables which present statistics based on data from probability samples of 
marriage records, small frequencies have high sampling variability, which limits 
their usefulness. The sampling errors are shown in table 4-6 in the Technical Ap- 
pendix. It is suggested that any number smaher than those shown below be inter- 
preted simply as “small” rather than as any more precise value. The true number 
would very probably be witbin 60 percent of the figure shown below. Figures for 
States shown as “zero” indicate that all records were tabulated and thus data are 
not subject to sampling variability. 

Marriage-registration 
area. .................. :., .. ‘> 105 

... 
Alabaman ....... -. .......... 100 
Alaska ........................ ,_ 0 
California .................. 225 
Connecticut ................. 50 
Delaware. ................... 0 
District 

of Columbia .............. 0 
-Florida .................... 0 
Georgia. ................... 225 
Hawaii .... .;. .............. 15 
Idaho. ...................... 50 
Illinois.. ........ .;. ........ 0 
Indiana ............ .I ...... 225 
Iowa. ..................... 100 
Kansas ..................... 50 
Kentucky .................. 100 
Louisiana 

(;lcludmg New Orleans) ..... 100 
Maine..: .................. 0 
Maryland. ................... 100 
Massachusetts<. ._ ............. 100 

Michigan ................. 

.Minnesota ................ 
Mississippi ................. 
Miss.ouri. . : ............... 
Montana ................. 
Nebraska .. -1.. ............ 
New Hampshire ............ 
New Jersey ............... 
New York 

(including New York City). . 
North Carolina ............ 
Ohio .................... 
Oregon .................. 
PennsyIvania .............. 
Rhode Island. ............. 
South Carolina ............ 
South Dakota ............. 
Tennessee ...... i ......... 
Utah .................... 
Vermont ................. 
virgini. ................. 
West Vhginia .............. 
Wisconsin ................ 
Wyoming. ................ 

225 
100 
100 

O- 
0 
0 
0 

225 

0 
100 
225 

2:; 
0 
0 

2:: 
50 

0 
0 

50 
100 

15 

. 
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SECTION 1 -, MAFIFUAGES l-5 

2 
+3:: 
+2.8 
-3.6 

40.4 
-3.5 
-4.6 
+5.5 

-12.8 

2:: +3.* +1.9 +18.6 +11.8 -7.4 
-5.9 -8.6 4.: -0:1 +1.* 
da.3 -3.7 .#a.4 -2.6 -8.7 . . . 

2:: -0.4 -4.3 3.0 -0.1 
es.7 
2: +3.* CU.1 +3.5 
+z:: +uI.0 +5.* +1.7 
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1-6 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-2. Mimiage Flab Per 1,GCO Mm ad Womm, 15 Years 
of Age and Over Uniti Statg, 1940-78 

Table 13. Ma&e Flak Per 1,000 &ma&d Womn I5 Years 
of Age and Over and 1544 Years of Age: United States, 1940-78 

Year snd type af rare Ram 

,956-----------------------------------------------------------------. 1955----------------------------------------------------------------- ,954------------------.-----------------.-------------------------- 
19u---------------------------------~------------------------------ I 

1949------------------------------------------------------------------ 
1948--------------------------------------------------------~-------- I 

1940--------------.---------------------------------------------- 

lm%T. - Pm 1,000 -Ien wmlm 1.54 lEAF.s or AGE 

.~978’--------------------------------------------------------.------- 
197,---------------------------------------------------------------- 
,976----------------------------------------------------------- 

1970------------------.---------------------------------------------- 1969---------------------------------------------------- 
IPMI----------------------------------------------------------.---- I 
1P66------------------------------------------------------------ 
1965-------------------------;------------------------------------- 
1964--------------------------------------------------------------- I 

1956----------------------------------------------------------------- 1955----------------------------------------------------~-------.---- *954-----------_-------------------------------------------------- I 
19*------------------------------------------------*--------------- 19*--------------------------------------------------------------- *951---------------------------------------------------------------- *950-------------------------------------------------------------- I 

1% ,------ - _----____________---------------------.------------ 
,946-------------------------------------------------------------- 
1945------------------------------------------------------ I 

_ 30.6 
34.8 

.a.7 
32.3 



SECTION 1 - MARFULGES 1-7 

Table 1-4. Estimated Nmlm of Manhgcs rmd Man%age Rates, by Month, with md Without Seasmal Adju&n&s United Stab, 1969-78 

45.3 
43.3 
43.7 

::: 
50.1 

3:: 
49.9 
51.3 

21.1 
29.2 
30.2 
30.5 
31.5 
32.9 
36.3 
36.1 
38.6 
35.1 

33,7 
34.9 
36.6 
36.9 
38.8 
‘0.5 
39.8 
40.4 
42.5 
42.1 

35.6 
33.7 
33.6 
37.1 
39.0 
43.5 
41.0 
31.4 
39.3 
40.3 

56.3 
53.9 
55.2 
62.7 
66.6 
64.8 
64.8 
63.7 
67.7 
72.1 

::: 
46.7 
2:: 
54.1 
57.6 
5: 
52:9 

42.1 
40.6 
40.7 
42.4 
46.6 

2:: 
47.1 
46.2 
49.1 

50.7 45.4 44.1 41.4 

1 

47.0 51.5 542 49.4 50.4 50.4 

. 



l-8 SECTION 1 - MAFRIAGES 
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Table 1-5. Madages and Maniqz Rates United Se, Each Region, Lh&ion, and State, 1974-78 

,978 1977 1976 1975 ,974 1978 1977 1976 ,914 

10.5 '10.5 10.1 

,::: 
l2.0 
12,‘ 

***a 
10.1 14.* 
t2.7 



SECTION 1 J MARRIAGES 

T&&, l-6. ~aniagg by MC&: &ikd Sk&s, lvimiage-*on Am, Each Region, bkion, md i%te, 1978 

b,a~au-----------.-------------~ 
H*aaia.lDpi----------------------. 

!JE#L 8D”Lh Central: 
~r~o”lal (Nn)----------.---------. 
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Table l-7. Mauiage F&s by Ftwious lvhital Skdus ad hge 
of Bride and Gmxm MinriagpRegistnon Area, 1978 



SECTION 1: MARRIAGES 1-11 

Table l-9. Mcdtan and Mean Age of Bide and Gnom at Fi@ Ma&& of Both, by Age of Spouse: hJaukges Apee. 1978 

Table l-10. P-t Lk&buiion of Ma&g= by Pmvious Mait Status of Btide and Groom: hhkage--Registration +a and Each 

5.1 
2: 
::: 
2.7 5.5 5.2 3.2 3.8 
3.8 3.9 _-- 3.9 4.5 
3.8 
::: 2.6 ___ 
3.9 
::a 
::: 
4.3 
::“5 5.9 ___ 
::: 3.4 ___ 
2: 
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l-12 SECTION 1 +fARFUGES 

Tablel-11; ~t~~onofManiaggbyMauiageolderofBride~Grwm,byRace: Mkiqe~onhmdEach 
Fkgibtion State, 1978 

I.5 - 

f 

- 
F - 

-- 
:ia*e 

I( 

68.2 
- 

62.2 
58.6 
70.5 
72.8 
72.4 

7,s 
57.0 
55.1 
60.2 
58.6 

68.4 
64.4 

57.1 
57.9 

__- 
69.0 
69.8 

-_- 
53.0 
51.2 
51.5 
58.0 

66.6 
63.3 

35.1 
*12.5 

29.4 
36.0 

65.6 
66J 

67.6 
64.0 

34.5 

29.6 
40.1 
30.1 

31.0 
IB.8 

--_ 
33.3 

77.1 
511.1 
63.7 
67.7 
72.3 

63.4 
71.7 

___ 
61.8 
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SECTI& 1; MARRIAGES i-i3 

Table 1-12. Pet Jkhibution of Mauiags by Month Maniage Phfonned, by Mamtage O&c and Bate of B&e and Gmm 
lvimixp~on Am, 1978 
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SECTION 1 -j MARRJAGES 
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EiION 1; MAFMAGES l-15 
% 

50.0 
41.8 
79.6 
49.5 
77.3 

70.0 
62.5 
81.8 

:::: 

89.1 
63.4 
63.4 

2:: 

&I 
89.6 

_-- 
86.5 

___ 

74.5 
70.1 
69.3 
71.1 
85.5 

87.1 
79.9 
91.0 
83.1 
81.2 

66.5 
80.6 
7b.7 
82.0 

_._ 

85.3 
87.0 
79.0 
42.9 
72.3 
72.3 

83.5 
45.3 
40.9 
60.6 
79.5 

68.8 
78.1 

___ 
73.2 

14.7 
67.6 
52.8 
24.6 
15.8 
4’1.5 

62.8 
47.5 
69.9 
94.8 
61.0 
43.L 
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l-16 SECTION 1 - MJSFEEAGES 

Table 1-16. P&t L&&&ion of Mmiags by Age at Mauiqe and Median Age of Bride and Groom, by Ma&ge Order Mar&pm 
Am, 1971-78 

ii? 
,,A 

17:1 2: 
4.3 4.1 
::: 2: 
0.1 0.1 



I 

SECTION 1 - MAFUUAGES 1-17 

Table 1-17. hkniagrs by Pmviow Ma&J Statas, Age, and Race of Bide and Gmom: Maniage--on Ama, 1978 

40,742 

286,213 

Bride 

11,361 
- 

617,841 
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Table l-18. Mdag~byMmiqeOderandAgeofB~d~ FzhMa&g&~onState, 1978 

47,900 1 2,044 ! 

11, 
,,,*z 
1,199 

532 
229 

4.5 
16 

9 



.YECl’lON 1 - MAFIBIAGES 

Table 1-18. lvk&csby h,f&age O&rand Age of Bdde and Gmmx Each MmiageBe&Mim State, 1978rCon. 

14.438 9,490 10,300 7,060 ! 

10,600 7,288 ! 

540 
1,940 
2,410 
3,OW 
1,818 

878 
480 

40 

60 

50 

50 

20 

10 

, 
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Table l-18. Mauiages by Maniage Oderand Age of Bde and Gmm ?kh ManiqeFkqkbtion State, 197E-Gm. 

30-34 years ---- - -_-. 
35-44 gaars ------- --_-. 
4%5% years ----I-- --- 
55-u yz.3rs---l---. 
65 yeaL% and me-- --------- is 

32,368 5,303 1 

-1 4 



I II 
I I I. I -I I I 



1-22 sE(3TONl-MARRIAGES ’ 

2*-u ye----------------------------------.--- 
2599 “~==----------------------------------------- 
x0-34 Y..=.-----‘--------------------------------- 

35-44 ~~I~------------------------------------------ 

55-64 y-*---------.--------------------------------- 

65 IU*r sod --------------------------------- 

UO&.. *5 YEBT=--------.------------------------ 

2554 yens-------------------------------------- 

and ~==---------------L------------------ 

mevious msrira1 slatus not s~llfed----~------------ 

15,661 t4,737! 



sEcTIONl’--m l-23 

Table l-22. Maniaga by Fkvious Mwitd Status and Age of ‘&mm, by hge of &de @Ill B&s and single Btiidg): ,Ma&di@dm Ikea, 1978 



/ 
1-24 SECTION 1 -I MARRIAGES 

Tal& l-23. -Maniages by Age of Widow& and Ihnzd B&s, by Age of WidowA md Khnuxl Gmms lhuiqe-w iha, 1978 

.Table l-24. hhkges !q Age of B&k, by Age of Gmm, by Color Ihniqe~cm Area, 1978 



SECTl6N 1 - MARRIAGES 1-25 

Conneetie”f------------------- 
mite--------- 
Blscli---------------- 
oTh~----------------- 
Ilot stntcd---------- 

Di.Lrict Of Colti*.‘-----------. 
Whita--------. 
Bl~.c~----------------. 
Othe=----------------- 
Nor Watcd---- 

“~“.‘I--------------------------- 
uhl~E----------------- 
D1,sL----------------- 
Ofho~-‘-‘----‘-‘--‘--- 
Not atnted--- 

Id.hO----------------------------- 
vl,~ls---------------- 
Bla=r----------------- 
Othlp-------- 
NOI atacd-- 

I”d,~“~------------------------- 
vh*te--m-m-m----m 
81.cL.---------------- 
OLhm.--------- 
“OL atobxl---- 

Olh~r---------------- 

"DC sLateed------ 
t 

~n~.~---------------------------- 
Uhit~----------------- 
Bl~sL---------.------- 
DthBI---------------- 
tar stated------- 

sme foolnotma at EOd Of table, 
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Re”rue~--..------------------..- 
.,hife------------ 
B,IIcLI------.-....-... 
OLCT----------------- 
Not stated--------- 

Hn.raehureL~*=-----------------~ 
*,fe--------. 
8,~EL----------------. 
OChhBz _____ -- ____ -_. 
mot stated- 

--. 
28,910 

:: 
10 



SIjCTION 14 MAFNAGES 1-27 

‘he l-25. Ma&g= by Fh-iow if&al St&s ad Ram of Bride and Groom: hkmiageF@iwar, Atea apd J%ch Regiddion State, 1975-Cm. 



Black b~ide------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

si*ls---------------------------------------------------------------~------------------ 
Uid~lYcd------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dl”~rced-------------------.------------------------------------------------------------- 
Revi~“~ marital SfeNE “at .t.fcd-------------------------------------------------- 

Di”~==d--------------------------.----------------------------------------------- 
FTsvious marital stat.23 not Ifatcd------------------------------------------------------ 

Race of bride nol *taLed------------------------------------~---------------------------------- 
Sin~le-------------------------.--------------------------------------------------------------- 
u~anea-------------------------------------------.-----:----------------------------------- 
Dl~=ed---------------------------------------------------------------------------~---------- 
Frev&J”S marital stBtYs Mf ela~ed------------------------------------------------------------ 



SECTION 1 - M!%RIAGES 1-29 

Table l-27. Man&g= by Number of This lvhicge of Bkle and Gmom: MantageFkgi&!ion Am and Each Fk@aiim State, 1978 
leased 0” ample aat4 

Number or this marriage Of hid.3 Nlmber of this !aarruge Of &oom 



SECTION 1 - MhFFkiES 

Table l-28. -by we O&r and Age of Btide and Groom. by Month Man&e Pe&md ManiageIlsgisfration Area, 1978 

2,124 

z.239 

4,970 

4.714 



‘SEClION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-31 

Table I-29. ws by Mmkge O&r and Rarz of Bride and Gmm, by Month Maniage P&omxk MmiageFk@tation Area. 1478 

Not sLaLed------- 
Reaorr~8ee-------------------------------------- 

mib?---------- 
*lil”k---------- 
OChe*----------- 

8c.L StaCed------- 
Hlrringe order mot st.~Ed------------------------ 41;733 

I *78,883 *43,552 133,451 147,743 

, 



1-32 SECTION 1 -;MXBTAGES 

Table l-30. ‘haiages by Jhy of Week l&niqe Pcafd Mmiage.Regi&&m Arra d && mh St&z+ 1978 

1,165,945 13,888 



SEC?ION 1 - MARRIAGES J-33 

Table 131. M&ages by El&dent St.& of Bfide by Reid& Sb!as of Gmm in State W&m Manic& hh&~e%%'m'ion b and Each 
Registmtion State, 1978 

i 



1-34 SECTION 1 - MARFEAGES 

Table l-32. Ma&qa by Maniage O&r and Age of Btide and Gmm, by R&lent Status of B&de by Fksident Status of G&n in St& Whm 
Marded: Maniage-&tionh, 1978 

ALL EURRTAOES 

Bl‘de------------------------------ 

m-j.+ ,=‘=“------------------.-------------- 
3544 ,=~=------..----.----------------------- 
45-54 ,=.=.-------.-----l------------.---------- 
X5-66 ,~=r*------------------------------- 
65 years aad ok=------------------------------ 

LIda I8 yenra---------------------.---------- 

18 y’=“------------------------------------------ 
19 yeara-------------------------------------- 

20 ,~~=a----------------------------------------- 

2, yelll~------------------------------------- 

22 yeal‘s-------------------------------------- 

24 ye*=---------------------------------- 

25 yeara----------------------------.-------- 

26 l~~ii---------------------------------------- 

2, scars------------------------------------ 

28 car=-----------------;------------------ 

23 yerr*---------------------------------- 

24 Y-r* __--__-_ -_- -__--____-_ - _______ - -_____ 

25 ye~=~------------------------------------ 

29 y~=~----------------------------- 
304& aeon-------------------------------- 

under 18 ,c~=s---------------------------- 

18 years---------------------------------- 

,9 ,=~=,-------------------------------- 

20 ,=ear,---------------------------------- 

21 ,=ears-------------------.------------------- 

22 ~car~------------------------------------------- 

21 ,e~~*------------------------------------ 

2% in-._--__-__________________________ 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1:35 

Table l-32. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom&y Resident Status of Bride by F&d& Skdus of Groom in State‘\Where 
lvlmid h,imiege.~~onhlea, 197+ccm. 

- 

. 

, 
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SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES IlL37 

Table l-34. MImia& by Fhvious Matital St&s of Bride ad Gvni, by Resident Status in State where Mmicxk MmtageR~~ iI& and 
Each Rqishation Sk&e, .1978 



1-38 SECTION I- lvIhwmss 

Table l-34. MEariagg by F’nzvious MatitaI Stabs of Btide axI Chrom, by R&dent St&s in S&k Whew Mimied: UaniageRegistration h and 

-I -I -- -I -_- -- 
I 

I- I- 
I : 

< -_- -_- 



SECTION I- MABRIAGES 1-39 

Table l-34. Maniages by ihvious Mahi St& of BI& and Gmm, by B&dent Status in State Whers lvfaniedz MmiageB@htion Area and 

l!trnt marria.ge.--------- 
-cr‘laBa--- _-__ --- -_-- 

uMowcd-------- _-----_ 



--, 

SECl’IOti 1 -MARRIAGES 

Table I-34. M&ages by Pmious M&al Status of Bzkle and G&m, by B&dent St&s in State Whem Wed: Mankp~on h and 



- .%fXON I- MARRIAGES l-ii 
_-. 

Table l-34. Mmiagss by ticus Maitd St+u h Bdde dGmom, by Reid&t Status in State Whae hhid h,fadagew h and 



1-42 SECTION I- hIAFWlGF,S 

Table l-34. Maniag~~ by Anxious Ma&l Status of Bide a&i Groom, by F&dent Status in State Whem Makedz hhiq&k#hatim Am and 
Each l&c@atiGn state, 1978-4hl. 



SECTION 12 MARRIAGES 1-43 

Table l-35. hhiaga by Maniage O&r of Bride and Gram, by Mivity Status in hate Where Maxied: Mmiag&kgMcation Area and Each 
Regishkon State, 1978 

- 

w 

I 

1 

I 

1 

1,096,998 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 

4 -- -- -- -- -- 

-- 

-- 

-I 



Fle@dionl State, 1978-&n. 

-- 
--. 

28,02, 

28,021 

33,199 1 9,033 

21,053 4,911 11,336 4,ciu 

1 
3,Ll 43 



SEEON 1 - MARRJAGES 1-45 

Table l-35.. M&g= by Maniage 6&r of Bide and Groom. by Nativity Status in State Whenz Manid Makagdkgishation Am and Each 

103 

il 

*om-------------mes 

73 First mnrrages---------- 
30 Rpms.~~gc4---.---------I---- 

- mtiage ordee not *t*cd----- 



PirsPt mati**es--------- 
-ti~*~*----~~~ 
Mnrc!z+ge maa not stared----- 



SECTIONl-MARFIIAGES -- l-47 

Table l-36. Mka~cs by Mauiage Chder, N+ty and Flt&Ient St&+ &.Bxid.e and Groom in State where hhmicxk 
lvtkagdmon Area, 1978 

s tat.2 of 
I* !sfdellce 

“.aL 
Stated 

-. 

666 

300 
58 

. . . 

I . . . 

265 
. . . 

. . . 
3 

333 

109 
18 

. . . 

. . . 

a 
. . . 

, . . . 
, 22 

280 

114 
63 

. . . 

. . . 

I 70 
I . . . _ 

, . . . 
13 

, 
I :: 

, 



l-48 SEaON 1 - MARRIAGE.+ 

Table l-37. hhiages by Ndivity and lkident Statgs of Btide and Gmom in State Where Manirxk Each Mauiap~~ State, 1978 

4,903 . . . 
1,IY . . . 3,761 . . . . . . _.. 
3,761 . . . 19 . . . 

9 

Q,907 . . . 
a,;: 1:: .._ ._. 
4,OP9 . . . 13 _.. 8,364 . . 4,030 .., 4,350 . . . . . . . . . 4,354 I.. . . . 8,376 . . . 3,894 . . . 4,462 . . . z . . . . . . 4,482 . . . .I, 9,095 4,110 2% 345 I . . . ?I , 4,590 1,829 15 



SECI’lOiJ 1 - MARRIAGES l-49 - 

Table 137. Maniages by Niiivity &d R&dent Status of Bide and Gmom in State Whm Iv@&& Each Maniags~on State, 19X%-Con. 

97,6% 4,316 3,883 I 1 , 4 Bride------------------------ 1 w30~~ 38,680] 6’101 cm1 10 



l-50 SECTbN I- MARRIAGF,S 

Table l-37. Mmiags by Wivity and Fkidat Status of Btide and ‘&mm in State Whme Man&& Each Mmiqe-wrn State, 197fGCon. 

borr------------------------- 
state OE birth not scaced--------- 

borp-----.-.------_------ 
start Of birth nut stared-------- 

u3ssoual 

hide-------------------- 



SECTION’1 - MARFIIAGES l-51 

Table l-37. hhiagcs by Nativity and Reid&t Status of Bride and Groom in Siate Wh&e Ma&& Each Maniage-won State, 1978-C&. 

OREGON 
I nr*de----------------------- 21,005 

b.rn------------------------ 
SLHX of birth “OC state.&------ 

oroom----------------------- 



SECTION 1 - MABFUGFS 

Table l-37. Maxifags by N&vi@ .md’B&dent St&us of BJ& and C&mm in State where Mani& Each Ma&p-on St&, 197&&n. 

Bride--------------------- 

___.. 
stnte Of birth not stsfed-------- 



SECTION 1 - MAFIFWGES l-53 

Table l-38. Mmiages by lhklent SXahs of B&and G room in State Wbm Manid, by Trpe of Censnony PerformEd: Maniagemon’h 

~~*i*ioua-l.~l-~.~--------l--- 
Typ Ol Eare-w”y not ~tllfed---------------- 

ll.x sellfed -_------- -___-__-__-_-__ 

,~w~ii---l --___-I-_-_ - --_-________-__ 

c~“ll------------------------------ 

ci”l~-------------------------------------------- 
Bc*i~io”s----l----------------------------- 
Tyypa Of Deavm,y not amazed---------------------------- 

C*v+t-------------------------------- 
RB,lgl.YI..-.-II...I.l---l-l-l-l-lll---l 
Type OE .z”pnmy “.C .t.t.ed--- ---- -1-1- _^_I 

(I~vil----------------------------- -----_ 
neligtius _I____ -_---- ______________ 
Type OE ccIcmony mot LItaLe& -------I-- ----- 

Civil------------------------ ---_-_-_ 
RDLigioua-----.-.-------------.--------------- 

. Typo Of ec?&mony n& neoCcd-.............---....lll 

- 





SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES l-55 



SETION --GE? 



I 
/ 

1 

SECTION1 -MABFlIAGES . ~; l-57 

Table l-40. Mamiages by Pmious mtal Status and Pge of Bride and Gmm, by Type of Ceremony Perform3xlz lvkiag&won Am, 1978 



l-58 SECTION 1 - MAFCUAGES 

Table 141. M&ages by Marriage O&z of Bkle and Gmom and Type of (kmsxmky Pmfomedz Manfage.~on Am and Each 
Re@ation State, 1978 

w+%lo”sslmpbdrta, 

cnlon--------------------------- 

IrmtLAm * 

brlle--------------------------- 

Groom--------------------------- 

622 
622 

s,wIc 
*.40( 

, 
, 

, 
, 

, 
, 

, 
, 

1 
, 

I 
I 

1 
I 



I _. 
I SECTION 1 - MAFiBIAGES I-59 

! Table l-41. M&age by M-e Older of Btide and Groom and Type of Cmmony Pehxnedz Ivk&gcmon h and Each 
Registration State, 1978Ahn. 

i= 



1-60 ._ SECl’lON 1 - lvUFiHAGES 

Table 141. hhiages by &Chdw of Bride md Gmom and T& of cknmony P~~oMN& Mikacp~m Am and F&h 
Ftegiddon state, 197E-con. 



SECTI6N 1 - MAFZUAGES l-61 
I . 

Table l-42. Makqa by F’mious I&n&I Status of Bxide and GA, by Peidmt Status in State Whae hkmkd and Type of Ceremony PC&RIX& 
ManiageRegistmtm As.3 end Each Regishation State, 1978 

I I 



l-62 SECI’iON 1 - MARRIIu;Es 

Table l-42. Ma&p by Pm&m Marital Status of Bride md Mom, by R&dent Status in State whene Ma&d md Type of Caanany Pedarmed: 
Mmiqs~cm h and Each R@&aiim State, 1978-C.m 

8 

3’ 

:I 
4, 

2 

- 
First marriagcl---------------.-......------------------- 

~arrlalles..-...-------------------------------------- 



SECTION 1 - h4AMIAGES 

---I 

_ 

___ 
___ 
___ 
__- 
___ 

___ 
--- 
-__ 
_-- 
___ 
-_- 

-_- 
___ 
___ 
___ 
_-_ 
___ 

__- 



1-64 SECTIONl-MARRZAGES 

Table l-42. lvkmiqs by F’mious Maital~Statm of B& ad Gmm, by Fkidat s%dus in State Where Manid and Typs of -y PetfcnmEd: 
lvfaiqe~on AK33 and Each Registration state, 1978~con. 

__ 
__ -- - __ __ __ 

32 
:z 
1:. 

37 
zo 16 
1: 

__ 
-- __ __. __. __ 
--. 

--_ --- 

__- 
--- 
___ 
--- 
_-_ 
-__ 

610 

485 
125 

1:: 

1,050 

780 
270 

2 

--- 

___ 
--- 
--_ 
___ 
--_ 

___ 

28 .bZO 

___ 

Dt-ced---------------------...-------------------- 
“id-d OI divorced not statEd------------------------ 

FieSr marriage or rexsrriage not =~ted------------------- 

Diwreed---------..-.-------------------------------- 
Widmld m 6ismced nol ~t~ced----------------------- 

First marrt.qc or nlnarriag.2 not staled---------------- 

mm 

: 
i 



._ 
- 



1;66 SECTION 1 - MAREUAE 

Table 1-42. Mmiqes by PI&OW l&&d Status of Btide and Gmom, by Ffcziht St&sin State Whae Maid a-d Type of Cesanony F’esfd 
h,imizgewun Area and &h Regihdion State, 1978-Cm. 

- 

I 
l- 
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- 
T 

m 

._ 

._ 

.- 

._ 

._ 

.- 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 
,_ 
._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

.- 

.- 

._ 

.- 

._ 

._ 

.- 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

.- 

._ 

.- 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

.- 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 
__ 

-- 

__ 

-7 
__ 
__ 
.- 
__ 

__ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

--- 

_-_ 
_-_ 
___ 
___ 

__. 

___ 

___ 

___ 
___ 

380 

___ 
___ 
___ 
--_ 
i__ 
___ 

___ 

___ 
___ 

. __- 

80 

___ 
___ 
___ 
--_ 
___ 
___ 

--- 

--- 

-_ 
_._ 
___ 
-__ 

205 

150 

, 55 

:: 

40 

:: 
-__ 

20 

30 
50 
4: 

285 
95 

:a 
:; 
2; 



-__ 
--- 

; 

6 
4 
: 

1 

i 
i 

___ 
354 

242 

Divorced-.--...---------------------------------- 
Uidrmd or disorced “.aL ~~atcd---.--.-.-------.--------- 

Fl.xC marriage m r-riage mot stllL~--------------.-.- 



SECTION. 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-42. l&Sal Sialus of Bride a-xl Gram, by &side13 Status in St& Where Ma&d md Type of~C+nony Pedmmd! 
Mmiagd3cgihbn Am and F&h FkgiMion SW; 1978-Ch. 



wsz vlBCm--~n. 

c=~nn-------.----------------------.---------...------ 
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I 

l-72 SECTION 1 - IvUWEGB 

Table 144. Marriages U&3. Sdes, Each State and Cuunty, 1978 



SF.CTIONl -MiX=WEB 

Table 144. hJ.an%ges United States, FatA State and County, 1978-&m. 

Kanl-----------------------------------------~ 
le.” oaana ------- - ------_____-_--__-_-__________ 

II 

Tel**---------------------------------------- 
2,150 T-=ll-----------------------------’---------- 

42 ThornaS ________________-------------------------- 
+,n 



D” eagc.----------------------------------------I 



I 
1 SECTONl-MtRFkS l-75 i 

70 b.de=lo.---------------------------.,---------.-- 
242 Ballard----------------------------------------- 

~II 
1x5 B~=~=“------------------------------------------ 
576 Bath------------------------------------------- 

7, plno~-----------------------------------.-----. 
a8 Ford ________________________________________--.- 

68 R 
71 Ge 

143 c 
114 G 
180 

t2 
103 

43 HtiL=1800...-.--------------.---.---------------- 
II 10, “II~L.---.-------...--------------------~...--~-. 

d.r..---------------------------------------- 
“~nnebago _______________________________________ 

~l,an------------------------------------------- 

),“&*o” _--____-----____ _ ----------------------- 



sEcTIONI--- 

~lass8ch”s~CCs-------------------------- I 

118 nnLim--------------------------------------- 
190 ~en~.c------------------------------------------ 
22, Bar===--------------------------------------- 
*- 8arry-------------------------------------- 
3x5 Bay-------------------;------------------------ 

g* Beari=------------------------------------- 
151 
223 -ieo------------.--------.------------ 
859 Bl‘ansh-------------.----------------------- 
341 calhouo----------------------------------------- 



SECTIONl-MRUUAGE 

Table 144. Marriages U&d States, Each State and County, 1978-&m. 

1711 211 noLltBnB----------------------------------- 1,301 II 72 Bwerhcad------------------.------------------- c 



~&rPSka--cOn. 

619 Kearney------------------------------------ 

46, gurh----------------------------------- 

7 ela ~~--------------------------------- 

1* gtmb=ll-------------------------------------- 

B”rL----------------;----------------------- 
B”cl~-.--.--.----.--.-------------------------- 
c~*....-......--.-.--.----..----------~~~..~~- I 

o~~llo~-.-.--.----------------------------------- 
Deuel--..-.-........-------------------~---~~ I 



WJ,, @*& ----------- _________________--_--- L 

205 *dll~-----------.---.-----------..---..--------- 

4 
103 754 *l~~nlf=--...-.---------------------------------- r a 216 1,; 

2,7 21611 
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Table l-44. Mardages Lhitd Stab, Each Sfate and County, 1978-&n. 

zw De”el----.------------------------------------- 
I,?)4 Dnrey------------------------------------------. 

247 
665 Omglar --------_-----__________________________- 

68 Ed.““ds----------------------------------------- 
344 Pelt Riuer-------------------------------------- 
394 

lia~~hiogLon----------------------------------- ! 1,722 

Ps”lL---------------------------.-------------.-. 268 bang-------.--------------------------.--- 
549 . crogory----------------------------------------- 
155 ~~eaaogo-------------------------------------- 561 “*aLo”----.-----------------------------.-- 
132 wlllen--------------------------------------- 458 Ramlin------------------------------------------ 
504 AmId-- -----_-___-_-__-________________________-- 
834 vay~e---------------------------------------- 361 A~~~“-----------------------------------------. 

20 
Ue,-ela~---------------------------------- 3,139 
blip-----------.-.------------------ 128 Il.rdlng--------------------------------------- 

n yang-------------------------------------- 
50 

2,275 ausber---.-------------------------------------. 
Cc.l”cg “Of scaled------.------------------------ 114 B”tCbi~~.---------------------------.--------.. 

gac-----------------------------------------*-~ 

114 
,,*,, Jacrso”---------------------------------------. 

Jna”ld-------.----.---------------------------- 

37, p---------------------------------I ‘qlLincalo ________________-___--------------------- I 
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T&e l-44. Mm&es United Sk&s, !Zach State and Comiy, 19i%-Ch. 

“adal”pe.---------.--.------.---.------------ 
X.2 

11” 

le-------------------------------------------- 
202 Hall-------------------------------------------- 
784 Hamflton---------------------------------------- 
i 97 

“O”*tO” __-___________-__________________ - __-___ 
“~~~~~y,--------------------------------------- 
J~~~~.O----------------------------------------- I 

l.O”& ___-_____----__-___----------------------- 
H~(i”“------------------------------------------ I 



Table 14. Mamiw united St;ltes, Each Sfaie and County, 19’E-Cm. 



WIshi”gtoo ___-_------------ - ------------- 1 45,21011 West “ir8inin--Con. I 
68 Hsrshal]---------------------------------------- 

II 204 H1)30”------------.----.------------------------- 

____, 

Prs”kl*“-----------------------------------.--- 

Darfisld--------------------------------------- 

2,438 

II 

Jaclrron------------------------------..------ 
205 ,effezson ____________________------------------- 
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Sampling’ Variability of the Divorce Statistics 

In the tables which present statistics based on data from’ probability samples of 
divorce records, small frequencies have high sampling variability, which limits 
their usefulness. The sampling errors are shown in table 4-8 in the Technical 
Appendix. It is suggested that any .number smaller than those shown below be 
interpreted simply as “small” rather than as any more precise value. The true 
number would very probably be within 60 percent of the figure shown below. 
Figures for States shown as “zero” indicate that all records were tabulated and 
thus data are not subject to sampling variability. 

Divorce-registration 
aTea................- .. 65 

Alabama ................... 100 
Alaska. ................... 0 
Connecticut. ............... 15 
Georgia ................... 100 
Hawaii. ................... 15 
Idaho. .................... 15 
Illinois. ................... 0 
Iowa ..................... 15 
Kansas ........... :. ....... 50 
Kentucky ................. 50 
Maryland .................. 50 
Michigan .................. 100 
Missouri. .................. 0 

Montana ............ _; .... 15 
Nebraska. ................. 
New York ................. : 
Ohio ..................... 225 
Oregon ................... 50 
Pennsylvania ............... 100 
Rhode Island ................ 0 
South Carolina ............. 0 
South.Dakota .............. 0 
Tennessee ................. 100 
ut* ...................... 15 
Vermont .................. .O 
Virginia .................... 0 
Wisconsin ................. 50 
Wyoming. ................. 15 
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Table 2-l. li%iimM’Number of tXvc& and’Ann~ts and Fats, With P-t CXmp Fmm Pnzrxhq Year: United ‘3&s, 192~$3 
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Table 2-2. -and AIU&E& and Fhta : urdfed States. Each Bqion, lIhkion, and State, 1973-78 
5.. 

i= 

1973 1978 

52 
- 

2:: 
::: 

3.7 
1.3 

::: 

*:: 
614 

2: 

::: 
4.2 
2.8 
2: 
3.3 
::t 
5.5 

Y.5 
4.5 
4.9 
3.4 

2: 
5.4 
:: 
3:9 
5.4 

2: 
45:: 
2: 
2:: 
7.6 

‘3.9 

2:: 
5.5 

::: 
2: 

6.3 
2: 
::: 
:: 

I& 

2: 
6.0 
8.4 
5.4 

1977 1975 1974 

5.0 

2:: 
::: 

3.6 
3.0 

‘4.9 
4.3 

::: 
6.2 

::I 

::: 
4.0 

::: 
3.8 

::: 
3.1 
5.5 

‘5.9 
2:: 
3.2 

4.7 
6.4 

::: 
‘8.7 
3.3 
2:: 

::; 
::: 
24” 

1::; 

2: 

14.9 
- 
- 

:;:: 

6,:: 

3.1 
3.t 

4.2 

5.2 
5.: 

1.: 
6.1 

5.2 
5.: 
4.1 
2 
4.t 

3.1 
*.i 
3.1 

4.1 
I 

::I 
2.2 

3.4 
9.L 

2: 

:*i 
5:1 

4.1 
3.1 
5.3 

2: 

z 
6:C 
7.6 

4.3 

::: 
5.2 

'7.1 

::: 

2:: 

2: 

::: 

1::: 

2: 

2: 
4.9 

‘4.1 - 
2: ‘A 6.3 
*s.3 2.9 
‘4.9 3.8 
4.8 5.3 * 
2: 
4.7 
4:: 
2: 3.5 
3.0 
2: 

v::: 
4.3 

::: 
::: 
4.6 

2: 
2: 
4.1 
2:: 
2: 
::: 5.5 1.4 
4.1 
2: 5.1 
5-7 
‘8.; 58 
5.4 6.0 7.0 
::: 
::I’ 17.5 
66:: 
::: 4.9 - 



SECTION 2 - DlVOFiCJZS 2-7 

Table 2-3. Repaid Aninhats and Pemat of Total civorrz and AIl+Ix& uniwstates!endEach~tete, 1973-78 .. 
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Table 2-5. Median Agczs of IIkvoxc~3Hc&.md and Wife &Time of J&ze 
Eold at Tm of Ivhriage~ Divorce-.+ji&akn Area and Each 
Fkgihiion State, 1978 
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Table 2-7. Eskrakd Nuinber of Childna Involved in Ihomz and 
Annulmen~,Av~NumberofChtl~~h,andRate~ 
l,ocnChildrenunder18Y~ofAge: lknxe-Regishaton Am 
and Each Ft@&m State, 1978 
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::t 
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2.5 0.9 . 0.3 
1.6 0.3 0.2 
2.8 0.9 0.2 
3.0 1.1 0.5 

1.9 0.5 0.2 
2.1 1.3 0.6 
1.7 0.6 %I 
6.1 1.3 0.7 

4.3 1.2 0.4 
1.8 0.5 0.2 

l-L 
3.2 1.0 0.5 
1.9 0.6 0.2 
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Table 2-10. km md At-mhab by Plaoe where lvf.mkqe WB Pc3rIod J3Kmze~on Area and I%& Registration state, 1978 
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Table 2- 11. &mxs and Annulmmk by Age of Hukand and Wife at Tm of Lkrxez ~vo~~on AIEE and Each RecjsMion State, 1978 



2-12 SECTION 2 lXVOFCES 

Table 2-12. hv- and Amulmenis by Age of Haband and We at Ti of Marrkqez Divorc&egSrtim Anna and Each -ation Stabe, 1978 
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Table 2-13. Ihmrces ;md Jkmulm& by Race of Hushd by Race of Wk. Divorc~Regi&atiqn h&l F&Regktraii~n #ate, 1978 
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Table 2-13. Divomes and A.nndmak by Race of Hushed I&y Fkm of Wife: EvorceRegdatim Am and Each Regitim SW ME-Con. 
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Table i-14. Divots and Arrmlmak by Nimh of This Marriage of Husband md Wtie Divoidkqistratim Am and Each 



2-16 SECTION 2 - lXVOFtCES 

Table-2-15. Illlvmxand Armdmnb by Duration of Marriage at ‘he of Decree: DivoeF!egistralion Area ad Ekh Fbgishaticm Sk& 1978 
‘Banda”samplcaata, 
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Table 2-17. Iham and Annhts by Ihaiion of Maniage at The of Dzcrez and Number of Ci%ildm Re&~: CIvomwm Ami 
and l&oh lkgihdion State, 1978 

t-l 

KANSAS 
,D 3,410 
,” m TDLal---------------------- 

6011&g gk.-----.---------------- 

,&II+ yearr-------------------- 

I I 

L5 yaars aod oyer _-__---____-__ 
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1 Table 2-18. l3v- and llnmhents by Month Mmi&Rsbmed Divne-Reegisbzdion Area and Each Fiegisbiicm Sk& 1978 
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Table-Z-19. lhonm md Amulmenk.by Edwatkmal Atkhment of Husbmd and Wife: 19 Rqmting States, 1976 

i= 

Table 2-20. xhmcss and Anmhents by h&ion of Mmiage at Tie of .Sepa&on: 21 Reportins States, 1978 
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Table 2-2 1. hv6ms and Amulments by lhafion of Separation at Time of Dxmi 21 Reporting Sti, 1978 
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Table 2-25. - imd Annulments thikd States, Each State md county, 1978 
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Table 2-25. Eivoms end h&k United Sbb, Each State and County, K&-Cm. 
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Table 2-25. Divorces and - uniti sti, Each state and tYJady, 197a-ton. 
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Table 2-25. lkmces and Al.ldmats Ll-liti 53&s, Each St&and cnmb, 197El-ch. 
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Table 2-25. Divorces and ilnmhak uniti s* Ea!h state and cmm@. 1978-ton. 
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Table 2-25. Divorces + Annulments: lhiti SW, Each State and County, 1978-Can. 
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Table 2-25. Eivcmes and hbk Uniti States, Each State and Camp, 1978-Can. 
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NOTES 

Reporting areas 

Marriage data are shown for both Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
Divorce totals ar& shown for both Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands and 
detailed divorce statistics for the Virgin Islands only. 

Geographic classification 

Data are shown by place of occurrence. Totals are shown for the local 
areas of St. Croix Island and St. Johns and St. Thomas Islands (the latter two 

- combined) in the Virgin Islands and for the primary geographic subdivisions, 
c~municipios,” in Puerto Rico. Courts empowered to grant divorces are 
located only in a few municipios in suerto Rico; residents of other munic- 
ipios obtain divorces in these courts. 

- _ 
Race and colbr 

For 1978, brides and grooms are not shown by race or color for either 
Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands. Husbands and wives divorced in 1978 
are classified as white or all other for the Virgin Islands. 

Section 4-the Technical Appendix-includes 
information about the sample specifications, 
sampling errors, and completeness of reporting 
for these statistics. 
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SECTION 3 - PUEEYT0 FUCO AiD VIFlGJNIS~ 

Table 3-1. Mmiages, Jhoms and hulmmts, and F&s: Puerto Rio0 and Vhgin klapds; 1940-78 
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Table 3-2. M&ages and Lhorces and Annulmmls E’mto Riq Vii Ida&s, and County F.quivak& 1978 

218 _ Guag*“illa-.-.-.---.---------- 
314 . ~““~~~-~-------~--~~---~-. 
674 758 curabo------------------------ 
214 _ BPfillo---------------------~ 
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224 _ B-cao----------------------~ 
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202 - ~orov~~----~-~---------------. 
332 _ N=*bo--------------------- 
2:: - ~ara”j~ta--------------~-~. 

_ (Iroc~is---------------------- 
418 - ~ef*~~~----.-~----~.~.~~-.-.~ 
184 _ Pe-~=las----------------------. 
436 385 loNe------------------------~ 

Table 33. ldaiqs by Month Mipizge Pcrbm& PI&o Rico and Table 34. Maniagw by lhy of Week Mmkge Pezfowed: 
VhyinlSands, 1978 Pu&o Flico End Viqin Ihmls, 1978 
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Table 3-5. Maniages by FWdent Status of Btide and Gmom in AI& where Ma&x? Puerto Fiicn and Vhgin I&m&, 1978 
IData for Ew*o Rim based an a rampk., 
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Table 3-6. M&ages by Maniage Chxh and Age of Bzide and Gmom: F’wato Fiico ad Vii Islands, 1978 



. 

3-6 !XClTON3-PUEEtTOFUCOANDVlRGINIELANJX 

Pumm RICO 

~lde-------I------------------------------------------------ 
cIo~----------------------------------------------------------~ 

VIRGIA IslAms 

pJert0 Rico----------------------- 

virgin III,“ds------------------- I r~:lt ‘“‘::: 



, 
I 

/ SECl’fON3-PUEKTOFCOANDVIFGINI~ 
f 

3-7 

I Table 3-10. LX- and Annulnmk by Sp&fied -a 
Vhyin Idads, 1978 

Table 3-11. Divomsand hmulmnkbySpe&fieAC% -L .*’ of 
Huhndand Wk ViiIhds, 1978 
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r SOURCES OF DATA 

Marriage and divorce.statistics in this volume are 
baaed on information from three sources: (1) Com- 
plete counts of events obtained from all States, (2) 
samples of marriage and divorce certificates from 
States meeting specified reporting criteria, and (3) 
preceded machine-readable data for all marriages and 
all divorces occurring in States participating in the 
Cooperative Health Statistics System (FHSS). 

State and local officials annually provide com- 
1 

I 
plete counts of marriages and divorces by county of 

I occurrence and marriages by month of occurrence. 

I From these counts, marriage and divorce totals are 
derived and rates are computed for each State, 

I geographic division, region, and the United States. 
For marriages a total is also derived for the marriage- 
registration area. 

Sample records are obtained by the National 
Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) from microfilm 
copies of the original certificates received from the 
registration offices of States and areas comprising the 
marriage-registration area (MRA) and the divorce- 
registration area (DRA). The statistical information 
on these records, including data on the characteristics 
of marriages and divorces and of the persons involved 
in them, is edited, classified, transferred to tape for 
computer processing, and tabulated in NCHS. Excep- 
tions to this procedure are statistics from those States 
in the MRA or DRA that submit preceded machine- 
readable data to NCHS through CHSS. Statistical data 
for 1978 for both marriages and divorces were 
provided through CHSS by the following eight 
States: Blinois, Mis5ouri, Nebraska, New York 
(except for New York City marriages), Rhode Island,’ 
South Carolina, ,Vermont, and Virginia. For mar= 
riages only, preceded data were provided by Florida, 
Maine, Montana, and New Hampshire. 

The marriage totals for the MRA and each par- 
ticipating State derived from sample data differ 
slightly from the totals obtained from the complete 
count described above. The two published divorce 
totals for each State in the DRA also vary slightly. 
Only one total is published for the DRA, and it is 
based on sample data. 

Marriage- and divorce statistics for the United 
States, for the registration areas, and for individual 
States are limited to events occurring during the year 
and registered within the specified area. All tabula- 
tions are by place of occurrence and include events 
occurring to nonresidents. Marriages or divorces of 
members of the Armed Forces or other U.S. nationals 
that occur outside the United States are excluded. 
United .States refers to the 50 States and the District 
of Columbia. Alaska has been included in the U.S. 
tabulations since 1959 and Hawaii, since 1960. Data 

for Puerto Rico-and the Viigin Islands were compiled 
for 1978 and, preceding -years except 1966-69 and 
1972. Data for these areas were processed separately 
from the rest .of the MRA and DRA and appear in 
section 3 of this volume. 

Sources of marriage and divorce data s&l867 
are shown in table 4-1; a description of these sources 
can be found in section 7, Volume III, Vital Statistics 
of the United States; 1960. 

Nationwide counts 1 
In 1978 the total counts of marriages-by State 

and county“were obtained from central files of 
marriage records for the 47 States ,maintaining them 
and from the District of Columbia. The registration 
officials~ of Manhattan supplied the counts for the 
five boroughs of New York City. In the three States 
without central files, counts were obtained from the 
counties by State. officials or by NCHS. State officials 
reported the counts for Arizona and Oklahoma. 
County totals were obtained from county officials in 
New Mexico. Marriages performed in 1978 were not 
reported by four counties in Kentucky. 

Although total counts of marriages performed ’ 
were requested from each county registration official, 
as in prior years, a small number of counties reported 
instead the number of marriage licenses issued. The 
number of marriage licenses issued is usually 1 or 2 
percent greater than the number of marriages per- 
formed. (See page 2-1, section 2, Volume I, Vital 
Statktics of the United S.tutes, 1959.) 

Beginning with final marriage statistics for 1978, 
nonlicensed (confidential) marriages, registered in 
California are included in national and geographic 
totals and rates. Section 4213 of the California Civil 
Code allows unmarried couples who have been living 
together to be married confidentially without obtain- 
ing a marriage license or health certificate. In 1972 
this section was amended to require county clerks to 
keep sealed records of these marriages and perio.d- 
ically to report the total number to the California 
State Department of Health Services. These records 
may not be opened to inspection without a court 
order on a showing of good cause. 

After reporting began, nonlicensed California 
marriages increased rapidly, totaling 2,857 in 1973; 
10,555 in 1974; 19,061 in 1975; 30,125 in 1976; and 
32,008 in 1977. NCHS did not include these non- 
licensed marriages in marriage totals or rates pub- 
lished in Vital Statistzks of the United States, Volume 
HI, in years prior-to 1978. Table I shows the number 
,of marriages and marriage rates for the United States 
in 1973-77, including the reported number of non- 
licensed C&fomia marriages. Similarly, table II 
shows the number of marriages and the marriage 
rate for 1973-77, including California nonlicensed 

4-3 
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Table I. MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES, INCLU- 
DING NONLICENSED CALIFORNLIFORPRPRPRPRPRPRP MARRIAGES: 
UNITED STATES, 1973-77 

[Data refer to marriages occurring within the United States, including 
nonlicensed marriages registered in California. Rates are based on 
~onulation estimated as of Julv 11 - . _ 

Yeai 

1977 . . . . . . 
1976 _ _ _ _ _ _ 
1975.. :. . . 

.I974 ...... 
1973 ...... 

T 

! - 

Number 

2,210,375 
Z&164,932 
2,171,723 
2.240.222 
2.286.965 

Rates per 1 ,OOO- 

Unmarried 
women 

154% years 

marriages, for the West Region, the Pacific Division, 
and for California. 

‘I’otal counts of divorces by State and county in: 
elude decrees of absolute divorce and of annulment as 
well as decrees of marriage dissolution newly intro- 
duced in many States. These counts were obtained 
from central files of the 46 States maintaining them 
and from the District of Columbia. Either local or 
State officials provided the county totals for the four 
States without central files of divorce records. Local 
officials in Indiana and New Mexico supplied the 
county totals. State officials in Arizonaand Oklahoma 
obtained the county totals and forwarded them to 
NCHS. 

Divorces and annulments’ in 1978 were not re- 
ported for one county or more in the following 

Table II. MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES, INCLUB 
ING NONLICENSED CALIFORNIA MARRIAGES: WEST 
REGION. PACIFIC DIVISION. AND CALIFORNIA, 
1973-77 ’ 

[By place of occurrence. Data are ccnmts of marrir 
including nonlicensed marriages registered in Califc 
1,000 population in each area, estimated p c ,f July 11 

Area and year 

WEST REGION 

1977 ....................... 
1976 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ . . _ . . _ _ _ _ _ _ . 
1975 ....................... 

.I974 ....................... 
1973 ....................... 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

1977 ....................... 
1976 ....................... 
1975 ....................... 
1974 ....................... 
1973 ....................... 

CALIFORNIA 

1977 ....................... 
1976 ....................... 
1975 ....................... 
1974 ............... _ ....... 
1973 ....................... 

Number Ftate 

480,428 12.2 
473,447 12.3 
461,464 12.2 
460.273 12.4 
458,569 12.5 

260,911 8.9 
257,239 9.0 
249,409 8.8 
246,619 8.9 
246,851 9.0 

181,424 8.3 ’ 
181,409 8.4 
173,873 8.2 
171,442 8.2 
172.177 8.4 

performed, 
a. Rates per 

States: California (l), Kentucky (171, Louisiana (1 l), 
and Texas (10). The number of divorces for some 
counties in Indiana is based on the number of peti- 
tions filed, rather than on the divorce decrees granted. 

Marriages and marriage rates with seasonal adjustments 

For all years appearing in table l-4 the nuinber 
of marriages and the marriage rates have been ad- 
justed for large seasonal fluctuations and for the 
effect of the number of Fridays and Saturdays in 
each month. Prior to 1970, adjustments were &O o 
made for Lent, but they were discontinued because 
of the lessening influence of Lent on marriages. 
Most religious denominations have relaxed or abol- 
ished their rules against marriage during that period. 

Registration areas 

Registration areas for the collection of marriage 
and divorce statistics were established in 1957 and 
1958, respectively. These areas include States with 
adequate programs for collecting marriage and di- 
vorce statistics. Criteria for participation in the 
registration areas are 

1. A central file of marriage or divorce records 
2,A statistical report form conforming closely 

in content to the Standard License and Cer- 
tificate of Marriage (figure 4-l) or Standard 
Certificate of Divorce, Dissolution of Marriage 
or Annulment (figure 4-2) 

3. Regular reporting to the State office by all 
local areas in which marriages or divorces are 
recorded 

4. Tests for completeness and accuracy of mar- 
riage or divorce registration carried out in 
cooperation with NCHS. 

In 1978 the MRA (figure 4-3) comprised 41 
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the 
Virgin Islands. The DRA (figure 4-4) included 28 
States and the Virgin Islands. Table 4-2 shows when 
States and independent registration areas established 
central files and when they were admitted to the 
MRA and DRA. California ceased to participate in 
the DRA in 1978. 

In the statistical tabulations in this volume, 
~f2rriage-5-egzZsstra~z&z area refers only to the 41 States 
and the District of Columbia. Divorce-registration 
area refers to the 28 States. Marriages in the MRA 
accounted for 79 percent of all marriages in the 
United States in 1978, and divorces in the DRA 
accounted for 48 percent of all divorces. 

Standard certificates 

The Standard License and Certificate of Marriage 
(figure 4-1) and the Standard Certificate of Divorce, 
Dissolution of Marriage or Annulment (figure 4-2), 
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FIGURE 4-i 

issued by the Public Health Service, serve as the 
principal means of getting comparable data from 
documents used to collect information on marriages 
and divorces in the United States. Model reporting 
forms, prepared in close collaboration with the Public- 
Health Conference on Records and Statistics, were 
first recommended to the States in 1954 for adoption 
s,y6;uy 1, 1955 , and stood without revision through 

Revised standard certificates were recommended 
to the States for use beginning January 1, 1968. New 
items added to the marriage certificate were educa- 
tion of bride and groom, date last marriage ended if 
previously married, and identification of the officiant 
as religious or civil. New items added to the divorce 

certificate were approximate date couple separated, 
education of husband and wife, name of attorney for 
plaintiff, number of previous marriages ended by 
death or by divorce or annulment, and total number 
of living children. The items L‘usual occupation” and 
“hind of business or industry” were dropped from 
the marriage and divorce standard records. 

A second revision of each of the standard .cer- 
tificates was recommended to the States for use 
beginning January 1, 1’978. The marriage certificate 
was revised to include a section providing the license 
to marry, to request age in addition to date of birth, 
and to request both title of person performing 
the ceremony and type of ceremony (civil or reli- 
gious) in place of the item for officiant (civil or 
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FIGURE 4-2 

religious).. On the divorce certificate, items requesting 
person to whom decree was granted and legal grounds 
for divorce were deleted; the item requesting spec- 
ification of plaintiff was changed to petitioner; and 
the items referring to children involved in divorce 
were changed to request number of children ever 
born alive of this marriage and children under 18 in 
this family. 

Each State and independent registration area 
determines the form and content of its vital records. 
Consequently the records vary in certain details. 
Although modified in each State as required by 
particular needs or by special provisions of the State 
vital statistics law, the marriage and divorce certifi- 

cates of most States in the MKA and DRA conform 
closelyjo the standard certificates. 

TabIe 43 lists items on the Standard License and 
Certificate of Marriage and shows which States had 
the items on their forms in 1978. Table 4-4 shows the 
same information for the Standard Certificate of 
Divorce, DissoIution of Marriage or Annulment. 

Characteristics of marriages and divorces 

Each year statistical information on characteristics 
of marriages and divorces is provided by the States 
participating in the registration areas. 

The items processed for marriages in the MRA for 
1978 and shown in this volume were State of mar- 
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FIGURE 4-3 

AREAS PARTICIPATING IN THE MARRIdGE-REGISTRATION AREA 
AND THOSE MAINTAINING CENTRAL FILES: UNITED STATES, 1978 

riage; month and day of ‘week of marriage; type of 
ceremony, civil or religious; and the following items 
relating to characteristics of bride and groom: State 
of birth, date of birth or age, nativity status, resi- 
dence status, race, number of this marriage, previous 
marital status, and education- 

For divorces (inchuling absolute divorces, armul- 
ments, and decrees of marriage dissolution) the items. 
processed for 1978 and shown in this volume were 
State in which divorce was granted, number of 
children under 18 years of age, month and year of 
marriage (from which duration of marriage and age at 
marriage are obtained), month and year of separation 
(from which duration of marriage to separation and 
duration of separation to divorce are obtained), place 
of marriage, and the following items relating to 
husband and wife: Date of birth or age, race, number 
of this marriage, and education. 

Most of the items tabulated for mariiages and 
divorces in 1978 were on the corresponding certifi-. 
cates of nearly aU the reporting areas in the MRA or 
in the DRA. For marriages, items on age at marriage 
or date of birth and State of residence were included 
by every MRA State and the District of Columbia and 
were well reported. For divorces; date of marriage, 
place of marriage, and number of children, were 

included by every State in the DRA and were weli 
reported.. 

Information about previous marriages of the-bride 
and groom is obtained from two items: Number of 
this marriage and previous marital status. For the 
District of Columbia and the 34 States that requested 
both items on their marriage certificates, first mar- 
riages and, remarriages could be identified if either 

. item was stated. Idaho, Maryland, and Oregon re- 
quested only the item on previous marital status. For 
these States.the number of not stated cases for”the 
missing item (number of: this marriage) was reduced 
by the number of cases assumed to be first marriages 
because previous marital status was stated as single. 
Michigau, Ohio, and South Carolina requested only 
“number of .times previously married.” Not stated 
cases for the missing item (previous marital status) 
were reduced by the number of persons assumed to 
be single because they had been previously married 
“0” times. Both items, previous- marital status and 
number of this marriage, were removed from the 
Iowa marriage certificate July 1, 1976. 

All of the States in the DRA request reporting of 
the number of this marriage on their divorce certifi- 
cates. Not stated cases for the missing item (number 
of this marriage) .have not been adjusted where it is 
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FIGURE 4-4 

. 
-AREAS PARTICIPATING IN THE DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA 

AND THOSE MAINTAINING CENTRAL FILES: UNITED STATES, 1978 

stated that no prior marriage ended in death or di- 
vorce;.because the latter item has been included on 
the certificates of only 15 States in the DRA and 
has been poorly reported in most of those States. 

Race is generally not well reported on either mar- 
riage or divorce certificates. The item appears on the 
marriage forms of all States in the MRA except 
California, Iowa, Maryland, Massachusetts,-Michigan, 
New York, and Ohio. The District of Columbia no 
longer .reports race on its marriage certificates. Race 
appears as an item on the divorce certificates of 
all States in the DRA except Michigan and Ohio. ’ 

Tables 4-3, 4-4, 4-9, and 4-10 show which items 
appear on the records of the registration States and 
how well they are reported by each State. 

SAMPLE DESIGN 

Obtaining the records ,, 
Each year the States and areas participating in the 

MRA and the DRA prepare microfilm copies of their 
records, which are purchased by NCHS. Further proc- 
essing, inchtding the selection of samples of certifi- 
cates from microfilm copies and the code-punching, 
verification, and tabulation of statistical data from 
the sample records, is carried out by NCHS. As noted 

above, exceptions to this procedure occur for those 
States in the MRA or DRA which submit preceded 
machine-readable data tapes to NCHS through CHSS. 
These preceded computer tapes contain statistical 
data on all marriages or divorces occurring in those 
MRA or DRA States providing data through CHSS. 

For marriages the records refer to all marriages 
performed in 1978 within the 41 MRA States, the 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin 
Islands. Nonlicensed marriages performed in California 
are not included in the sample because by California 
law the certificates for these marriages are retained 
as confident&d records in the offices of the county 
clerks (se.e discussion in the section on Nationwide 
counts). For divorces the records refer to all decrees 
of absolute divorce, dissolution of marriage, and 
annulment that were granted during 1978 within the 
28 DRA States and the Virgin Islands. 

Interlocutor divorce decrees or decrees “nisi” 
(which grant that the divorce takes permanent effect 
at a specific time in the future if the couple does not 
reconcile in the meantime) are included among the 
records of the States that grant them, usually for the 
year in which they were granted. 

The sampling of marriage and divorce records for 
States in the registration area was initiated in 1960. 
For earlier years, data on characteristics had been 
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compiled from predesigned tables completed on the 
basis of all events and submitted by the States. 

Sampling procedures 

The marriage sample was designed to yield 
estimates of State totals as well as frequency distribu- 
tions by characteristics of the bride and groom. These 
estimates were .made for the total MRA and each 
State in the MRA. A sampling rate was designated for 
each of the MRA States so that the selected sample 
for it would consist of at least 2,500 records. Five 
different sampling rates were used: All records, l/Z, 
l/5, l/10, and l/20. All records were automatically 
included in the total MRA sample for States submit- 
ting preceded marriage data through CHSS. Overall, 
about 38 percent of all marriages in the MRA were 
included in the sample for 1978. 

Sampling procedures for the divorce sample 
parallel those for the marriage sample: A sampling 
rate was selected so that the expected sample for each 
DRA State would contain at least 2,500 records. Five 
different sampling rates were used: All records, l/2, 
l/5, l/10, and l/20. All records were included in the 
total DRA sample for the CHSS States. Overall, about 
46 percent of all divorces in the DRA were included 
in the sample for 1978. 

The sampling procedures assure for each State a 
relative variance of 4 percent or less on a l-percent es- 
timate, that is, on an estimate of a characteristic that 
comprises 1 percent of the total events in the State. 
The sampling rates, number of events, and sample 
cases by State for 1978 are shown in tables 4-5 (mar- 
riages) and 4-7 (divorces). 

ESTIMATING PROCEDURES 

Area totals 

The figures obtained from complete counts of 
events furnished by the State and local offices differ 
slightly from the estimated totals based on sample 
data. When possible, major differences between the 
totals estimated from the sample and those based on 
independent counts for each reporting State are 
reconciled before the sample data are weighted and 
tabulated. However, even in States where 100 percent 
of the records are sampled, the sample estimate may 
differ from the State count because of differences 
between NCHS and State cutoff ,dates in accepting 
records. 

The sample estimate of marriages in the MRA 
differed from the complete count by 2.1 percent. It 
differed by less than 1 percent in all States except 
California (a difference of 20.0 percent), New York 
(1.7 percent), and Ohio (1.0 percent). In California, 
nonlicensed (confidential) marriages are not available 

for inclusion in the MRA marriage sample (see the 
discussion in the -section on Nationwide counts). The 
5-percent sample of California marriages for 1978 
-was drawn from 150,594 licensed marriages. The 
corresponding weight for California sample records 
was based on this ‘total. Since no information is 
available on the characteristics of persons obtaining 
nonlicensed marriages, no estimate is available for 
the bias introduced in sample estimates by the 
omission of these marriages. 

The sample estimate of divorces in the DRA dif- 
fered from the complete -count by 0.2 percent. It 
differed by less than 1 percent in all States except 
Kentucky (1.0 percent) and Utah (1.1 percent). 

Frequencies . 

Procedures for estimating frequency distributions 
for various characteristics from the marriage and 
divorce samples involve two steps. 

1. Each sample case was assigned a weight which 
was the reciprocal of the sampling ratio used 
to select the case. If a marriage record was 
selected from a State with a sampling ratio of 
l/10, that record was assigned a weight of 10; 
if 100 percent of the records were processed 
from a State, each such record was assigned a 
weight of 1. 

2. Tabulated counts consisted of summing the 
records multiplied by their assigned weights. 
Thus each frequency distribution, such as age 
at marriage of first-married brides, is a sum of 
‘the weighted sample cases included. 

The weights for all sample records are identical 
within each State. However, as shown in tables 4-5 
and 4-7, the weights vary among the registration 
States from .l to 20. Therefore, for the MRA and 
DRA, any two approximately equal frequencies 
may have different sampling errors, varying with the 
proportion of cases for each stratum included in the 
estimate. 

Percents and rates 

Rates for 1940, 1950, 1960, and 1970 are based 
on the population enumerated as of April 1 in the 
censuses of those years. Rates for all other years are 
based on the estimated midyear (July 1) population 
for the respective years. Rates are based on popula- 
tion estimates including Armed Forces stationed in 
the United States but excluding Armed Forces. 
abroad, except divorce rates for 1941-46 which are 
based on populations including Armed Forces abroad; 

Allocation 

On the computer tapes containing sample mar- 
riage records, values were allocated for missing ages of 
bride and groom. Reporting of these items has been 
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almost 100 percent complete since 1960; in 1978 
both items were more than 99.X percent complete 
for the MRA. Race was also allocated on those 
sample marriage records where the race of one of 
the spouses was not reported. For each sample mar- 
riage record where the race of only one spouse was 
stated, the race of the other (unknown) spouse was 
allocated to be the same as that of the known spouse. 
Because States in the DRA vary radically in the com- 
pleteness with which items are reported on the divorce 
records, no allocations were made prior to tabula- 
tion of the divorce data. 

Children involved in divorces 

To obtain national estimates for 1970 through 
1978, the average number of children under 18 years 
of age per decree-for the DRA was multiplied by the 
national divorce total. From 1965 to 1969 the 
average number of children per decree was computed 
for the 16 States that had reported children with a- 
satisfactory degree of completeness in 1965 (Alaska, 

-Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, 
Montana, Nebraska, Ohio, Oregon, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming) and 
the national divorce total was muhiplied by this 
average. This method was also used to revise figures 
for the years 1961-64 originally estimated by using a 
different method. Consequently data for 1961-64 
shown in table 2-9 differ from figures appearing in 
Volume III, Vital Statktics of the United States prior 
to the 1965 issue. In 1960 the estimate was based on 
sample data for ‘the United States. For earlier years 
total counts from States reporting the number of 
children were used to estimate the children involved 
in divorce for the United States. 

The race of a child involved in a divorce is inferred 
from the race of the husband and wife. When the 
spouses are,J$oth in the same racial category, the 
child is assigned to that category. When the husband 
is white and the wife is not, the chiId is assigned to 
the wife’s race. When the husband is not white, the 
child is assigned to the husbands race. When the 
race of only one spouse is stated, the child is assigned 
to the stated race. 

SAMPLING ERRORS 

Statistics. for States where all records were used 
have no sampling error. For other States each statis- 
tic has a sampling error (or standard error) denoted 
by B(x). The sampling error is primarily a measure of 
variation that occurs by chance because a sample of 
records is surveyed rather than the entire population. 
The sampling error can be computed because within 
each State or registration area the probability that a 
record will be chosen for the sample is known (either 
all records, l/2, l/5, l/10, or l/20, as shown in tables 

4-5 and 4-7). For about 68 percent of all possible 
samples of equal size the estimate from the sample 
would differ from the value obtained from a com- 
plete count by less than the standard error. For 
about 95 percent of alI samples the difference would 
be less than twice the standard error. 

Sampling errors are shown in table 4-6 for mar- 
riages and table 4-8 for divorces. To facilitate compar- 
isons among registration States with widely varying 
totals of marriages and divorces, the sampling errors 
for the registration areas and participating States are 
shown for frequencies expressed as percents of State 
or of registration area totals. For example, table 1-17 
shows 48,508 remarriages to grooms 20-24 years of 
age in the MRA for 1978. This estimated frequency is 
about 3 percent of all groomsin the MRA (1,765,945). 
In table 4-6 under the column “3 or 97” in the row 
for the total MRA we find the sampling error 697. 
Thus chances are about 68 out of 100 that the actual 
number of remarriages to grooms 20-24 years of age 
is within one standard error of the estimate from this 
particular sample (48,508 _+ 697, or between 47,811 
and 49,205). The interval from 47,811 to 49,205 is 
called a 68-percent confidence interval for the actual 
number of remarriages of grooms 20-24 years of age. 
The sampling error of a given frequency of marriages 
or divorces in a particular State can be calculated 
from the formula 

where 

i = 
j = 

Ni = 

ni = 

Pij = 

4ij = 

xij - 

a State or registration area 
a subclass, such as an age group of brides 

the final count of events reported by 
State i (tables l-6 and 2-2) 
the number of sample records in State i 
(tables 45 and 4-7) 
estimated proportion of all cases with 
the characteristic j to be studied for State 
i (shown in the spread margin of tables 
4-6 and 4-8 as percent under “1 or 99,” 
“2 or 98,” “ 3 or 97,” etc.) 
l-&j 

jQii, the estimated frequency of the 
characteristic under study. 

In this formula we see that when the number of 
sample .records, nit is the same as the total marriages, 
Ni, the numerator becomes zero, and there is no 
sampling error for States that have all their records 
processed. We also see that because the values of p,l 
and qij are complementary, their product @iiqli) re- 
mains the same if their values are reversed. For 
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instance, the estimated sampling error for an estimate 
. of 5 percent is the same as the sampling error for 95 

percent. Therefore the sampling error for both values 
is listed in one column in tables 4-6 and 4-8 under the 
heading “5 or 95.” 

For example, to calculate the sampling error for 
previously widowed Alabama brides 

iVi = 47,720, the final count of A&bsma mar- 
riages (table l-6) 

? = 4,775, the number of sample recordsfor 
Alabama (table 4-5) 

x,j = 2,440, the estimated frequency of pre- 
viously widowed Alabama brides (table 
l-25) 

pii = the number of previously widowed 
Alabama brides expressed as a percent 
of alI marriages: 2,440/47,720 = .05 or 5 
percent 

gii = 1 -pii = -95 or 95 percent i 

the sampling error found in tables 4-6 or 4-8 by the 
estimated total number of events for the area. For 
example, table l-10 shows that 3.8 percent of alI 
Wyoming brides were previously.widowed. In table ’ 
4-6 under the spread margin “4 or 96” the Wyoming 
sampling error is 16. Divide 16 by 6,306, the esti- 
mated number of marriages in Wyoming as shown in 
the stub margin of the same table. The result is 0.3 
percent, the sampling error for an estimated 4 per- 
cent of 1978 Wyoming marriages. Thus chances are 
about 68 out of loo-that the actual percent of pre- 
viously widowed Wyoming brides is 3.8 f 0.3, or 
between 3.5 and 4.1 percent. 

The following formula is used to compute Assam- 
pling error for the proportion of events in a subclass 
of a subgroup, where thenumber of events in the sub- 
group is also subject to sampling error: 

-4 where 

So chances are 68.out of 100 that the actualnumber 
of previously widowed Alabama brides is between 
2,297 and 2,583 (2,440.k 143). 

The estimated sampling error for the MRA can 
be computed from the formula 

Nk(Nk -nk) 

?zk - 1 
Pkj qkj 

where 

42 refers to the 41 States and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia in the MRA 

iVk = the final count of events reported by the 
k-th MRA State 

nk = the number of sample records inthe same 
State 

pkj = the estimated percent of all cases in State 
k with the characteristic j 

qkj = 1 -fikj* 

Using the same formula, sampling errors for the DRA 
shown in table 4-8 were computed by summing over 
the 28 States in the DRA. 

Many of the tables in this volume show percent 
distributions rather than. frequencies. The sampling 
error for such a percent can be computed by dividing 

Y = the estimated frequency of the subgroup 
x = the estimated frequency of the subclass 

of the subgroup ’ 
e(y)= the sampling error of y from table 4-6 or 

4-8 
d(x)= the sampling error of x from table 4-6 or 

4-8 

To illustrate, if we wanted the sampling error for the 
proportion of aII previously married Louisiana brides 
who were 20-24 years of age, let 

x = 2,060 previously married Louisiana brides 
who were 20-24 years of age (table 1-18) 

Y = 11,000 previously married Louisiana 
brides 

x/y= 0.1873 :- 
B(x)= b (2,060) = 131 from table 4-6 under “5 

or 95” since 3c is approximately -05 of aII 
Louisiana brides (3~1~ = 2,060/39,877 = 
-05) 

B(y)= 5 (11,000) = 259 from table 4-6 under 
“25 or 75” since y is approximately 25 
of alI Louisiana brides (y/N = ll,OOO/ 
39,877 = .28) 

b(x/y)=l (1/11,000) ,/ (131)‘- (-1873)’ (259)’ = 
.Olll or 1.11 percent. 

So chances are 68’;out of 100 that the actual propor- ’ 
tion of previously married-Louisiana brides who were 
20-24 years of ag<‘%as .1873 f. .Olll, or between 
17.62 percent a&19.84 percent. ,’ 

The significance:; o,f *, the difference between two 
proportions may be”‘determined by the following 
formula: 
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where the x’s and y’s represent the same subgroups as 
above, but of two populations, and where the de- 
nominator, under the square root sign, represents 
the sampling error of the difference between the 
proportions x, /y, and x2 /y2 shown in the numerator 
of the formula. If the above ratio is 2 or larger, the 
difference between proportions is considered signifi- 
cant at the .05 level. 

For example, 18.73 percent of previously married 
brides in Louisiana were 20-24 years of age, with a 
sampling error of 1.11 percent. Using the same proce- 
dure for previously married brides iu Marykmd, .1310 
or 13.10 percent were 20-24 years of age, with a sam- 
‘phng error of .0083 or 0.83 percent. By the above 
formula: 

.i873 - .1310 

&Ejqig2 

- .0563 

:0139 = 4s* 

Since the difference in proportion divided by the 
sampling error is larger than 2, this difference of 5.6 
percentage points between remarried brides in Louisi- 
ana and those in Maryland is expected to occur by 
chance no more than once in 20 times; the difference 
is statistically significant at the .05 level. 

NONSAMPLING ERRtiRS 

In addition to the sampling errors described above, 
there are several other sources of variation that are 
little affected by the size or design of the sample. 

Incomplete reporting 

Nonresponse errors in marriage and divorce data 
may arise from any of these three sources: (1) The 
item is not on the certificate of a particular reporting 
area. For example, the item “color” was removed 
from the 1971 revision of the Massachusetts marriage 
record; (2) sometimes when a State revises its form to 
include additional items, copies of the old form are 
still used extensively by registration offices until a 
supply of the old version is exhausted; or (3) al- 
though the item may be on the form, there may be 
no response, or the response may be illegible or un- 
usable. Items on some forms are badly worded and 
do not elicit responses sufficiently precise to be 
classified. 

Items not answered for any of these three reasons 
are tabulated as “not stated.” Tables 4-9 and 4-10 
show the proportions of not stated cases for specified 
characteristics of marriages and divorces for 1978. 
Footnotes to entries identify the specific State where 
au item was not on the certificate form (not report- 

able). A major proportion of the not stated cases for 
marriages were due to the absence of items on some 
of the reporting forms [not reportable). In contrast, 
the majority of not stated items on records of divorce 
or annulment arose from unanswered items (not 
completed). On the divorce records, personal infor- 
mation (age, race, etc.) typically has been less com- 
pletely reported than information about the dissolved 
marriage or about the type of decree. 

Other sources of error 

Inconsktent responses. -Occasionally, for both 
marriages and divorces, the responses to related items 
are inconsistent. For example, the previous marital 
status of the bride or groom, as shown on the mar- 
riage certificate, may not be consistent with the 
stated number of times married or number of this 

marriage. Such differences are reconciled before 
tabulation. 

Ambiguous wording of items.-Some of the items 
are worded so that they do not yield information 
easily classified in standardized categories. This often 
leads to errors in classification, more frequently of 
geographic place names (residence, place of marriage, 
and place of birth) and of previous marriages, 

Microfilm errors.-Errors in the arrangement of 
the records received on microfilm in NMS some- 
times occur when numbers on the records are out of 
sequence, missing, or duplicated, or when records 
that are not part of the universe being sampled are 
erroneously included in the file. 

Process&zag errors.-Errors may arise in coding, 
punching, or tabulating of records. However, all 
sample coding was verified 100 percent; data already 
on computer tape were edited for impossible codes 
and for inconsistencies. Instances of impossible codes 
and inconsistencies in information about previous 
marriages were rechecked to the records. 

In general, for most of the data available from 
1960 onward, the completeness and year-to-year con- 
sistency are evidence of the basic reliability and 
coverage of the marriage- and divorce-registration 
systems. 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

Data not av&&le--- ____-___ --__- ___. -d--d_d-_- . - . 

Category not appfic&e ----_ - _______-__ - __-_____--__ * . , 

Quantity zero --_-----_---- - ----________-___-_--_______ --_. . 

Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05~------ 0.0 

Figure does not meet standards of reliability or 
pre&ion ------------------------- -__- ______________ -___ * 
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Table 41, Sources of h,kriage and Divorce IMar Gnikd State, 1867-1978 

4-13 

Time perlo. 

186,-86--------------------------------------.-.-...-----. 
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x 7. x 

x I x I x I x I x I x 

y 

x x x x x x 

I I x x x x 

x x 

x x x 

w x x 

x x I I x I I 
(‘) x x x 

x x x x x x 

x x x I x x 
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Table 4-4. s$Ected Items of Statistical bformaton cm IIkm 0rAtmdmmt Fkds of III-Won SW 1978 

x 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 

-5 
x 
x 
x - 
x 
x - 
x - 
x - 
x 

x 1 (9 1 x 1 x 1 x x 
x I I x I 

1 1 I 

x x .x 

x x x x 
x x x x x x 

. 
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Table 45. M&age Sampl~Sampl&g Fiaks and Sample size: Mmiag&k@hation AI=, Each Fb$s!zitim State, 
Pmto Rim, and Vii I&m&, 1978 

4-17 

-. 
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. . . 375 179 U‘ 195 
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28 
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. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
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. . . 
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16 

‘2 
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421 

. . . 
1; 
24 

,a. 
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34 

240 
,.. 
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. . . 
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Table 4-7. lkoroe SampleSampling Rates and Sample Sii: lIkace--cm Am, Each Rqibtim St& and Vi@ kbnds, 1978 
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Table 4-9. Pacat of Mmiq Ekands on which .$ecifid cknact&a Wenz Not Stat& ManiagdIqihdion Area, 
-Each Rqihdicm State, Puerto .?ico, and Vii Idads, 1978 

T T T T Area 
xacs narciage 

order or 
cc&or 
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Table 410. P-t of Divoroe and AnmJmmt Rex& on.Which’Specified (2hamcte Were Nat Stated: hvom~on Am, 

. _. 

IdaLo-----~---------------------- 

I*linoia------------------------- 

____ 
Kansal--------------------------- 

KonLuclry---------------------...- 
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Table 411. Pop&ion of MarCage and Iho~~stration has, 
1957-78 
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Table 413. EL&mat& Total Reddent Popuhticm: U&d Stats, E&h 
Region, Divkkm, and State, Puerto Ri&, ad Vi@ M.&s, July 
1, i978 

_ _ ._ _ . . 
Al&am ________________________________________------ 
),i~a*saippi---------------------------.-.--..-..----...-...-.. 

. 

A---- 

-. 
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