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UTILIZATION OF SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS,
SUMMARY OF NONMEDICAL STATISTICS

W. Frank Lewis, Division of Health Resources Utilization Statistics

INTRODUCTION

This report presents estimates on the utiliza-
tion of non-Federal short-stay hospitals in the
United States based oninformation collected in the
Hospital Discharge Survey, a continuous nation-
wide survey conducted by the National Center for
Health Statistics. Data were abstracted from about
200,000 hospital records of inpatients discharged
from 379 hospitals that participatedinthe survey,

Results of the survey permit generation of
four basic types of reports: nonmedical, diag-
nostic, surgical, and patient charges. Reports
are published in Series 13 of the Vital and Health
Statistics reports and as selected supplements
of Monthly Vital Statistics Reports,'*® Estimates
shown in this report are for patients in non-Fed-
eral short-stay hospitals, excluding newborn in-
funts, discharged during 1971. Nonmedical data
are presented on the number and rate of discharges
and of days of care, and average length of stay
for patients discharged, by age, sex, and color
and by geographic region, bed size, and type of
ownership (control) of hospitals,

This nonmedical report will be divided pri-
marily into three areas: an analysis of hospital
discharges, an analysis of days of careand length
of stay, and some comparisons between the four
regions on selected variables, Since the estimates
are based on a sample of discharges from par-
ticipating hospitals rather than on all discharges
from all short-stay hospitals, they are subject to
sampling error, Tables and graphs of approximate
sampling errors and instructions for their useare
given in the section "Reliability of Estimates" in
appendix L,

Appendix 1I contains definitions of terms re-
lating to hospitalization and the characteristics
of patients and hospitals surveyed. Since several
of these rerms have specialized meaning in the
Hospital Discharge Survey, familiarity with the
definitions will aid in interpreting the data.

SELECTED FINDINGS

An estimated 29.5 million inpatients were
discharged from non-Federal short-stay hospitals
in 1971, These patients received an estimated
231.0 million days of care, with anaverage length
of stay of 7.8 days per hospital episode, In terms
of annual rates, the rate of days of care per 1,000
persons in the civilian noninstitutionalized popu-
lation was 1,143.,1, and there was a digscharge
rate of 145.8 per 1,000 persons. Approximately
three-fourths (73.3 percent) of the discharges in
1971 were from voluntary nonprofit hospitals.
State and local government hospitals accounted
for 22,5 percent of the discharges and proprietary
hospitals for only 4.2 percent.

Patients under 15 years of age accounted for
13.7 percent of all discharges and had a rare of
discharge per 1,000 population of 70.2, This con-
trasted with the population 65 years of age and
over, whose rate of discharge was 305.7 per
1,000 population, Differences in hospital utiliza-
tion by sex were also noted, Rates of discharge
and of days of care were higher for females than
for males. The discharge rate for females of
169.6 per 1,000 population was 42 percent higher
than that for males, 119.6 per 1,000 population,
but with hospitalization for deliveries excluded
the discharge rate for females was only 15 per-



cent higher than the rate for males. For the
group 1-14 years of age, however, the discharge
rate for males was higher than for females, 76.9
compared to 63,0 per 1,000 population.
Hospitalization utilization figures by color
are grouped in the categories "white," ""all other,"
and ‘''color not stated," Since the number of dis-
charged patients for whom color was not stated
is slightly larger than the all other group, data
analysis by color must be interpreted with caution.
Based on the estimates of patients discharged for
whom color was stated, those identified as white
outnumbered the all other group by about 7 to 1.
As a group white patients were older thanall other
patients but each age-sex group had shorter

average lengths of stay than did all other patients,

The age distribution within hospitals varied
by the size of the hospital, The smallest hospitals
had proportionately fewer patients 15-64 years of
age than did the largest hospitals, in which only
15.9 percent of the patients were age 65 years and
over., Average length of stay increased with hos-
pital size from 6.5 days in the smallest hospitals
to 9.1 days in hospitals with 500 beds or more.

Regional differences were apparent in number
of discharges, ranging from 4.2 million in the
West Region to 9.2 million in the North Central
Region, Average length of stay was longest in the
Northeast Region, 9.0 days, and lowest in the
West, where length of stay averaged only 6,5
days.

DISCHARGES AND DISCHARGE
RATES

Age and Sex

Patients under 15 years of age accounted for
an estimated 4.0 million or 13,7 percent of all
discharged patients from short-stay hospitals in
1971, Of these, 2.4 percent were less than 1 year
old, 3.8 percent were 1-4 years old, and 7.5 per-
cent were from 5-14 years of age (figure 1), The
discharge rate for the group under 15 years of
age was the lowest for any age group with a rate
of 70.2 per 1,000 population (table A). Incontrast,
the discharge rate for persons 65 yearsandolder
was 305.7 discharges per 1,000 population.

Males 65 years and over were discharged at
a rate of 328.,9 per 1,000 compared to the lower
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Figure 1. Percent distribution of patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals by age, according to sex: United States, 1971.

rate for females of 288.2 per 1,000, For all age
groups, however, discharge rates for females
excluding deliveries was higher than for males,
137.7 versus 119.6 per 1,000, There were more
male than female discharges in each age bracket
under 15 years of age, At under 1 year of age
males outnumbered females 409,000 to 294,000;
ages 1-4 years, 644,000 to 488,000; andages 5-14
years, 1,196,000 to 992,000 (table B), Within these
young age groups there was a higher percent of
the total male population than of the female popu-
lation (figure 1) with 19,3 percent of the male
discharges in the age group under 15 years com-
pared to 10,0 percent for females,

As shown in table A, the effect of deliveries
can be seen in the trend of discharge rates by age,
The rates for males and for females excluding
deliveries increased consistently with increasing
age,

Color

Data for patients discharged by color are
shown in table 1 according to the three categories
"white," "all other," and '"color not stated.," An
estimated 22.5 million white patients and 3.3
million all other patients for whom color was
reported were discharged from short-stay hos-




Table A.

for patients discharged from

Number and rate of discharges and of days of care and average length of stay

short-stay hospitals, by age and sex: United States,

1971
Female
Age Both sexes! Male
Including Excluding
deliveries | deliveries
Number of discharges in thousands

All ages-==mmmmmamccnn e 29,459 || 11,644 17,767 14,431
Under 15 years--------ecccmecmnoncanx 4,029 2,249 1,773 1,759
15-44 years--=---mcmec oo e 12,605 3,467 9,118 5,801
45-64 years----m-mmccmmme e 6,840 3,232 3,596 3,590
65 years and over--=we-e--c——ecmmeoaao 5,986 2,696 3,280 3,280

All ages-=--mmcerccnc e

Under 15 years--e===cscmarocmamaaaan
15-44 yeargmmrememcccccaa e
45-64 yeargwe—e—mmmmmmmmeememeeee
65 years and over-----s-emeccom—em—eno

Under 15 years—-=---mememcmemccaceaaca-
15-44 years-==—mememmmccmmce e acceee -
45-64 yearsmemmemmomcmc e c——————
65 years and over--==--=-mcmmmccocam-"

Under 15 years~=rm=cccccmccmmamacaana-
15-44 years=~ssmsememaccomennannnaa———
45-64 years---o—--—m—mcccccmcc e na
65 years and over-==--m-ecmcmceeacoaan

Under 15 yearse-=--mewc-ccceammnacaaaan
15-44 years-m-we—remcccmcmencccn e nena
45-64 yearS-—=e—emcmmcmcmmcc e
65 years and over-—-se-m——swecocooeno.

Rate of discharges per 1,000 population

145.8 119.6 1€9.6 137.7
70.2 76,9 63.C 62,5
151.4 86.7 210.8 134.1
163.3 162.3 163.6 163.4
305.7 328.9 288.2 288.2
Number of days of care in thousands
231,017 §} 97,723 132,906 119,374
18,773 10,565 8,183 8,130
72,359 | 23,866 48,339 34,887
64,304 || 30,595 33,606 33,580
75,581 11 32,696 42,778 42,778
Rate of days of care per 1,000 population
1,143.1 }|1,004.0 1,268.7 1,139.5
327.2 361.5 290.8 288.9
869.2 596.8 1,117.4 806.5
1,535.01,536,5 1,529.0 1,527.8
3,860.3113,987.8 3,759.0 3,759.0
Average length of stay in days
7.8 8.4 7.5 8.3
4,7 4.7 4.6 4,6
5.7 6.9 5.3 6.0
9.4 9.5 9.3 9.4
12.6 12,1 13.0 13.0

ITncludes discharge data for which sex was not stated.



Table B. Number of patients under 15 years
of age discharged from short-stay hospi-
tals, by age and sex: United States, 1971

Female
Both includ-
Age sexes! || Male ing de-
liveries
Number in thousands
Under 15
years----- 4,029 2,249 1,773
|
Under 1 year--- 705 409 294
1-4 years------ 1,133 644 488
5-14 years=---- 2,192 1,196 992

' Includes discharge data for which sex
was not stated.

pitals in 1971, white patients outnumbering all
other patients by about 7 to 1. Color was not
stated in the medical record summary sheets
for about 3,7 million patients, a number greater
than that for patients identified as all other., The
distribution for those for whom color was not
stated suggests that they were proportional by
color to those for whom it was stated.

There were more white patients than all
other patients 45 years and over, 46,0 percent
and 29.2 percent, respectively, Approximately 1
in 5 of the estimated white patients were age 65
and over as compared to 1 in 8 among patients
of races other than white (figure 2),

White patients included 40 percent malesand
60 percent females compared with 36 percent
males and 64 percent females in the all other
category. A smaller percentage of white females
hospitalized for deliveries than all other patients
accounted for most of this difference.

Bed Size of Hospital

For all hospital sizes the percent of patients
discharged during 1971 under 15 years of age was
approximately the same, between 13 and 15 per-
cent; however, they differed appreciably in the
percent distributions for the three age groups 15
years and older (table 3). The smallest hospitals

AGE
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15-44 years

45-64 YEarS.seureereorsasserars

65 years and over......cu. ) 5 g 7
’ S kErsg
121
7 ,5 g3
é S %;(/'f-"/fr'
White All other Cotor not stated

Figure 2. Percent of discharges from short-stay hospitals, by color
and age: United States, 1971,

had proportionately fewer discharged patients
15-64 years old than did the largest hospitals, On
the other hand, for the age group 65 years and
over, the smallest hospitals had more patients
discharged (26.6 percent) than the largest hos-
pitals (15.9 percent). In other words, the smaller
the hospital the more likely it was that a larger
percent of its discharged patients would be found
in the oldest age group, and the larger the hos-
pital the larger the relative percent of patientsto
be found in the age group 15-64 years,

This age and hospital size trend was true for
males and, with the exception of the age group
45-64 years, for females. The percents of female
discharges 45-64 years old were essentially the
same (19.2, 19.7, 19.9, 21.6, 20.7) for each size
hospital. When deliveries were excluded, the trend
of increased percent of patients with increased
size of hospital was still not very apparent for
this age group (23.0, 24,2, 24.8, 26.4, 26.0).

Type of Ownership of Hospital

Voluntary nonprofit hospitals (operated by
church or other nonprofit organizations) cared
for 21.6 million patients in 1971, or 73 percent




of all patients discharged from short-stay hos-
pitals (table 4). Government hospitals (controlled
by State or local government) accounted for 6.6
million discharges, or 23 percent of all patients,
and proprietary hospitals discharged 1.2 million,
or 4 percent, There were relatively few differ-
ences in the percent distributions by age and sex.
However, the relative proportion of male tofemale
discharges varied with the type of hospital, gov-
ernment hospitals recording female discharges
49 percent greater than for males (3,961,000 and
2,660,000, respectively), and voluntary and pro-
prietary hospitals showing approximately a 58-
percent difference, When deliveries are excluded,
the number of discharges for females is around
24 percent greater than for males for alltypes of
hospitals, There was a noticeable difference be-
tween voluntary and government hospitals in the
distribution of their patients aged 15-44 years,
with government hospitals having 45.6 percent
and voluntary hospitals only 41,9 percent of their
patients in this age group,

DAYS OF CARE
AND LENGTH OF STAY

Age and Sex

I'he rates of days of care by age groups
ranpged from 234.0 days per 1,000 populationaged
5-14 years to 5,119,8 days for persons 75 years
and over (table 6), Starting with age group 5-14
years, the days of care rate increased with each
advance in age, Age groups under 15 years
represented 8.2 percent of all days of care; ages
15-44, 31,4 percent; ages 45-64, 27.9 percent;
and ages 65 and over, 32,7 percent of all days
of care,

The average length of stay for patients dis-
charged during 1971 was 7.8 days, Average length
of stay increased with each successive age group
from 4.7 days for patients under age 15 to 12,6
days for patients aged 65 years and over, For all
ape groups, about two-thirds were discharged
within a week (table 7).

The days of care rates per 1,000 population
were lower for females than for males under 15
and over 54 years of age (table 6), Deliveries
exerted less influence on the days of care rate

than on the rate of discharges for fernales be-
cause of the relatively short average length of
stay. The average length of stay for femalesaged
15-44 years is lowered by approximately two-
thirds of a day when deliveries are included,
Generally speaking, females under 65 years of
age had shorter lengths of stay than males, and
females over 64 years had longer lengths of stay
(table 9).

Color

Differences between the age and sex distri-
butions of days of care utilized by white and all
other patients for whom color was stated are
found in table 8. Patients under age 15 years
in the all other group used a larger proportion
(13.1 percent) of days of care than did white
patients in this age group, who used 7.4 percent.
Among white patients, approximately 36 percent
of the days of care were provided for patients
under 45 years of age; among all others about 55
percent were provided for this age group. For
ages 65 years and over white patients—both men
and women-—used a considerably larger percent
of days of care than did all other patients, 34.9
percent and 21,1 percent, respectively,

There was little difference in the average
length of stay for all discharges by color, . with
white patients averaging 7.9 days and all other
patients 8.1 days per stay (table 9). Average
length of stay for the two groups was about the
same because the white discharged patients in-
cluded a larger percent of older patients with
longer hospital stays than did the all other group.
For every age and sex group, however, the
average stay was significantly shorter for white
patients than for all others. Regardless of color
status, males had a longer length of stay than did
females including deliveries, Whendeliveriesare
excluded, all other males average 1 day longer
than all other females, primarily because of the
8.4 average length of stay for age group 15-44
years., White males and those with color not
stated had approximately the same lengths of
stay as did females excluding deliveries,

Bed Size of Hospital

Days of care for hospital size also varied by
age. For patients aged 65 years and over, re-
ported days of care ranged from 25,0 percent



in the largest hospitals to 43.8 percent in the
smallest hospitals (table 12). Days of care for
patients of ages 15-44 was 25.7 percent in hos-
pitals with fewer than 100 beds and 36.3 percent
in those with 500 beds or more.

Average length of stay increased as age and
hospital size increased, ranging from 6.5 days in
the smallest hospitals to 9.1 days in the largest
hospitals and from 4.7 days for the youngest group
to 12.6 days for the oldest group. This was true
for both sexes (table 13). The shortest length of
stay, 3.8 days, was for the age group under 15
discharged from hospitals with 6-99 beds. The
longest length of stay was 14.3 days forthe group
65 years and over discharged from hospitals with
500 beds or more,

The pattern of length of stay increasing by
size of hospital was true for each of the four
regions, The trend was most evident inthe North-
east and West Regions, where average length of
stay in the largest hospitals exceeded that in the
smallest hospitals by 3,5 days (table 16). This
trend was more pronounced for males than for
females in each of the four regions, regardless
of delivery status, For the male episodes in the
15-44 age group, the average length of stay in the
largest hospitals was 74 percent longer or more
than that in the smallest hospitals in each of the
regions,

Type of Ownership of Hospital

The 231.0 million days of care utilized in 1971
were distributed by ownership of hospital as
follows: voluntary nonprofit hospitals provided
173.5 million days, or 75,1 percent; government
hospitals provided 49.0 million days, or 21.2
percent; and proprietary hospitals provided 8.5
million days, or 3.7 percent (table 14),

The relative proportion of males to females
varied considerably among the three types of
hospitals for days of care provided. In government
hospitals days of care provided for females in-
cluding deliveries was 27 percent greater than
the days for males, for voluntary nonprofit hos-
pitals days of care provided for females was
38 percent greater than for males, and for pro-
prietary hospitals days of care for females was
50 percent greater than for males,

Average length of stay was consistently
shorter in proprietary hospitals than involuntary
nonprofit hospitals for both sexes and all age
groups., Average length of stay in government
hospitals was also shorter than in voluntary non-
profit hospitals for both sexes and all age groups
except under 15 years, where average length of
stay was longer in the government hospitals
(table 15), For all age groups under 65 years, the
average length of stay in proprietary hospitals
was shorter than in the other hospital ownership
groups for both sex groups and all age groups.
The difference between length of stay for male
and female including deliveries wasalso smallest
for proprietary hospitals, about half a day com-
pared to approximately 1 day for voluntary non-
profit and government hospitals, The average
length of stay is about the same for both sexes
when deliveries are excluded. For the group
15-44 years old, the average length of stay for
males varied between half a day and 2days longer
than that for females, regardless of delivery
status, for each type of hospital.

GEOGRAPHIC REGION

Age and Sex

The number of discharges in 1971 by geo-
graphic region ranged from 4.2 million in the
West Region to 9.2 million in the North Central
Region (table 5). The number of discharges per
1,000 population ranged from an estimated 122,6
in the West Region to 162.9 in the North Central
Region; among the age groups the greatest
relative difference is found in the group lessthan
15 years, 85.1 in the North Central and 54.4 in the
West per 1,000 population (table C).

The number of days of care per 1,000 popu-
lation followed a similar pattern, again being
lowest in the West Region andhighest inthe North
Central Region., The rates were 790,9 days and
1,304.4 days, respectively, a difference of 65.0
percent., For patients under age 15 years, these
two regions differed even more significantly, with
the days of care per 1,000 in the North Central
Region being 99 percent higher than those in the
West Region (393.2 and 197.4 days of care),

Average length of stay in days was highest in
the Northeast Region and again lowest inthe West



Table C. Rate of discharges and of days of care and average length of stay for pa-
tients discharged from short-stay hospitals, by age and geographic region: United
States, 1971

Age reé%gns Northeast CEEEEZI South West
Rate of discharge per 1,000 population
All ages====wmmemcmcmcc e ———— 145.8 141,6 162.9 146.5 122,6

Under 15 years----~e-comocccmacounn~ 70,2 64,4 85.1 69.8 54 .4

15-44 yearse-ewmeo—-m—wo oo cm e 151.4 152.5 166.3 150.7 127.7

45-64 yearsS~====-esmecocccmasmne—eaas 163.3 153.3 186.4 162.3 142.,6

65 years and over------~e=--ecccmo--- 305.7 276.2 328.4 325.3 274,9

Rate of days of care per 1,000 population
All agesm===-=meccmecc—e e c—a— 1,143.1 1,275,8| 1,304.4| 1,089.0 790.9

Under 15 years--------cc-cme—ucmao—- 327.2 336.7 393.2 332.1 197 .4

15-44 years-=sm=mmccmmmcmmmcnmm e 869.2 934.,5 993.7 857.3 606.4

45-64 yearsm-em=--mmmmuaemmccee—aaeee 1,535.0 1,681,3| 1,789.9]| 1,417,1 1,102,7

65 years and OvVer====---scocesanoman 3,860.3 4,204,411 4,278.31 3,668.6 2,905.5

Average length of stay in days
All ages=----~=-=mcmcmmceomcnonn 7.8 9.0'47 8.0 7.4 6.5

Under 15 yearsS=--c=-c-omemecmmcomnea- 4,7 5.2 4,6 4.8 3.6

15-44 years=-=--eemc-cmecmcc—ee————— 5.7 6,1 6.0 5.7 4,7

45-64 years--mw--mmmamcmeeccencn e 9.4 11.0 9.6 8.7 7.7

65 years and over-===---ec-comueummu- 12,6 15.2 13,0 11,3 10.6

Region, being 9.0 days and 6.5 days, respectively,
This pattern was consistent for all age groups,
with the difference between the Northeast and the
West Regions being again greatest in the group
under 15 years, 5.2 and 3.6 days, respectively, a
difference of 44.4 percent,

The average length of stay showed the same
age and regional trends, with length of stay for
both seaes being longest in the Northeast Region
for the age group over 65 years, and shortest in
the West Region for the group less than 15 years.
Average length of stay for males was slightly
longer than for females in all regions, Females
65 years and over in each of the four regions had
longer stays thandid males in this age group (table
11),

Color

When color is considered, differences were
found among the regions in the rate of discharges.

The Northeast Region had the highest proportion
of white discharges (82.7 percent) and the North
Central Region the lowest (71.0 percent) (figure
3). The South had the smallest proportion of
its patients in the not stated category, 6.4 percent,
in contrast to the North Central Region, whichhad
21,2 percent listed as not stated,

Deliveries represented a smaller proportion
of white patients than of all other patients hos-
pitalized, 10.5 percent and 17.4 percent, respec-
tively (figure 4). With the exception of the West
Region, deliveries represented a smaller pro-
portion of the total discharges for white patients
than for all others.

Average length of stay by color was also not
consistent among regions. Inthe Northeast, South,
and West Regionc white patients had shorter stays
than all others (figure 5), whereas the North
Central Region showed no apparent color varia-
tion, Excluding deliveries, about half the white
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Figure 3. Percent of patients discharged from short-stay hospi-
tals, by geographic region and color: United States, 1971.

patients hospitalized were 45 years of age and
over in every region (figure 6), whéreas only 35
percent of all other patients were 45 years or
older.

For the population 15 years and over, regional
differences were found in the all other groups.
Over 70 percent of the Northeast and North Central
discharges were in the 15-44 age group contrasted

REGION

All
regions......

North
Central

IO XX
& &%
S 8
RSB ELERR

PERCENT

Figure 5. Average length of stay for patients discharged from
short-stay hospitals, by geographic region and color: United
States, 1971.

to the South and West, which had only 62.2 and

56.5 percent, respectively, of their discharges in

this age group (table D),

The average length of stay for all others
varied considerably for the group 635 years and
over among regions, with 11,6 days of care in
the West and 21,7 in the Northeast (table E).

REGION

All
Regions..

West....uo...

North
Central...

Northeast.

PERCENT

Figure 4. Percent of deliveries of total discharges from short-
stay hospitals, by geographic region and color: United
States, 1971.

Figure 6. Percent of patients aged 45 years and over of total in-
patients discharged from short-stay hospitals, excluding deliv-
eries, by geographic region and color: United States, 1971.



Table D.

Number and percent distribution of patients

15 years of age and over dis-

charged from short-stay hospitals by geographic region and age, according to color:

United States, 1971

l
Geographic region and Total White All Cg(];gr Total White All Cgigr
age othexr stated other stated
United States Number in thousands Percent distribution
15 years and over-| 25,431 [| 19,477 2,787 | 3,166 | 100.0] 100.0} 100.0] 100.0
15-44 yearg-me=-mecncam- 12,605 9,159 (1,812 1,633| 50.0 47.01 65.0 51.6
45-64 years-----cmcecaa. 6,840 5,430 570 8401 26.9 27.9] 20,5 26,5
65 years and over-~=----- 5,986 4,888 405 693 | 23,5 25,11 14,5 21,9
Northeast
15 vears and over---] 6,061 5,020 562 479 ( 100,0 | 100,0]| 100,0| 100.,0
15-44 years----comccma-o 3,006 2,362 397 247 | 49.6 47,11 70.7 51.5
45.64 years---meme=mccmmn- 1,665 1,429 108 128 | 27.5 28.5 19.2 26.7
65 years and over------- 1,390 1,229 57 104§ 22.9 24,5 10.1 21.7
North Central
15 years and over---| 7,785 5,556 583 1,648 | 100,0 || 100.0| 100.0| 100,0
1544 yearse—--memcmcmcaaa 3,838 2,593 415 830 | 49.3 46,7 | 71.2 50.4
45-64 yearg---=-e-cmman- 2,132 1,583 110 440 | 27.4 28,5 18.9 26.7
65 years and over------- 1,815 1,380 58 378 | 23.3 24,8 9.9 22.9
South
15 years and over---| 7,882 6,098 [1,262 521 | 100,0 | 100,.0| 100.0} 100.0
15-44 years=--ee-cmmmumc- 3,887 2,829 785 273 | 49.3 46.4 | 62,2 52,
45-64 years--=mmmmcmeea. 2,046 1,673 251 122 | 26.0 27.4 | 19.9 23.3
65 years and over------- 1,949 1,596 226 126 | 24,7 26. 17.9 24,
West
15 years and over---| 3,702 2,802 381 520 | 100,0{ 100,0 | 100,0| 100.0
15-44 years--memmcomacna 1,873 1,375 215 284 | 50.6 49,1 | 56.5 54,
45-64 yearg-smememceeacea= 996 744 101 151 | 26.9 26,6 | 26.5 29.0
65 years and over------- 833 683 65 85| 22.5 24,41 17.0 16.4
CONCLUSION

1. Patients under 15 years of age had the
lowest rates of discharges and days of

Analysis of estimates on the utilization of
short-stay hospitals in the United States for 1971
in terms of age, sex, race, hospital size and
ownership, and regions based on the Hospital
Discharge Survey can be summarized as follows:

care per 1,000 population andthe shortest
average length of stay of any age group.
Rates of discharges and days of care and
average length of stay increasedwith age.



Table E.

Average length of stay for patierts 15 years of age and over discharged from

short-stay hospitals, by geographic region, age, and color: United States, 1971

Geographic region and age

United States

15 years and oveY=---wwmemccmcccoaaas

15-44 yearS-—-=-wr-cemcmcaacccceceea——————
45-64 yearS----meeece e
65 years and over----c---emacacmccneaaaaaa-

Northeast

15 years and over-=------cmcccccmccnaaa

15-44 yearS-cmemmeccccaccm e c—e———————
45-64 yearS---emceccecc e mm—————
65 years and OVer------mcemmcmccccccccccaa.

North Central

15 years and over------ccemeccmacccao-.

15-44 years--==mecmecoccmmmccm e
45-64 years----memccccccccmmame e ccaean
65 years and OvVeY=----=--meccmcaccccncnnan-

South

15 years

15-44 years-me-cecmcmme e
45-64 years=-m-e=memmsemun oo
65 years and OVer==~e---m-ecccanccumcccmemaan

West

15 years

15-44 yearSemecececcecccrcccrerce e c e ——————
45-64 yearS--=e-ececmcaam e c———a
65 years and Over==e=--cecemcooncmcm e

|
| : ALl Color not
Total White other stated
Average length of stay in days
8.3 8.4 8.5 8.0
3.7 5.6 6.3 5.9
9.4 9.3 11.5 8.9
12,6 12,6 14,1 12,1
9.5 9.6 10.2 8.6
6.1 6.0 7.3 5.8
11.0 10.8 14,7 9.5
15,2 15.0 21.7 14.4
8.6 8.7 8.5 8.3
6.0 5.9 6.5 5.9
9,6 9.5 12,6 9.2
13.0 13.1 15,0 12,6
7.9 7.8 8.1 8.0
5.7 5.5 5.9 6.8
8.7 8.5 10.7 8.3
11.3 11,2 12.8 10,1
6.9 6.8 7.3 6.6
4,7 4,6 5.4 5,0
7.7 7.6 8,6 7.7
10.6 10.6 11,6 9.9

10

2. Female patients overall had higher dis-
charge and days of care rates than did
male, but male rates were higher than
those of females for age groups less than
15 and over 64 years old. Average length
of stay was longer for female patients
aged 65 years and over,

3. White patients were generally older than
patients in the all other category, had a
greater proportion of female patients
(but with proportionally fewer deliveries),
and had a shorter average length of stay
for each age and sex group,



4,

ut

Small hospitals tended to have a greater
proportion of their patients in the oldest
age group, and large hospitals had pro-
portionately more of their patients in the
15-64 age group. Average length of stay
was shortest in the smallest hospitals and
increased steadily with hospital size.
Voluntary hospitals cared for almost
three-quarters of all patients discharged
and reported female discharges 53 per-
cent greater than for male., Voluntary
nonprofit hospitals had the longest average
length of stay and proprietary hospitals
the shortest,

The North Central Region had the highest
rate of discharges and days of care per

1,000 population, and the West Regionhad
the lowest rates. Average length of stay
was also lowest in the West Region.

In general, patients under 15 years ofage
admitted to hospitals with less than 100
beds in the West Region had the shortest
hospital episodes, whereas female pa-
tients 65 years old and over admitted to
hospitals with 500 beds or more located
in the Northeast Region had the longest
average length of stay.

A more complete analysis of the interrela-

tionships among these variables and their effects
on reported estimates is not possible due to the
sampling errors inherent inthe statisticaldesign,

000 —

11
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TABLE 1. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTIUN OF PATIENTS GISCHARGED
COLOR AND AGE OF PATIENT,

(DISCHARGES FROM NCONFEDERAL SHORT™-STAY HCOSPITALS.

ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES,

EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
1571

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- EXCLUD- INCLUD— EXCLUD-
COLOR: AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV—~ DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED PERCENT DISTPIBUTICN
TOTAL IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESeeeens 294459 11+644 17.767 144431 100.0 100.9 103.9 120.¢
UNDER 15 YEARSaeesss 44029 24249 1,773 1,759 13.7 19.3 10.0 12.2
15-44 YEARSeeowanee 12,605 34467 9,118 5,801 42.8 29.8 51.3 40.2
45-64 YEARSeeveoone 64840 34232 3,596 3,590 23.2 27.8 20.2 2%4.9
65 YEARS AND OVERa.. 54986 24696 3.280 3,280 20.3 23.2 18.5 22.7
WHITE
ALL AGESeeeasce 224451 9,011 13,435 11,086 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS.eass 24974 14652 1.322 1,317 13.2 18.3 9.8 11.9
15~-44 YEARSeceeecas 94159 24585 64571 44231 40.8 28.7 48.9 38.2
45~64 YEARSeceeeaeass 59430 2,568 248061 2,858 24.2 28.5 21.3 25.8
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 44888 24206 24680 24680 21.8 2445 20.0 24.2
ALL QTHER
ALL AGESseeesne 3,+338 1,198 24138 1,558 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS.eass 551 321 230 222 16.5 26.8 10.8 14.2
15-44 YEARSeeoesnes 1,812 422 1.389 819 54.3 35.3 65.0 52.6
45-64 YEARSeceoesne 570 266 303 302 17.1 22.2 14,2 19.4
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 405 189 215 215 12.1 15.8 10.1 13.8
COLOR NOT STATED
ALL AGESceecee 34670 1,435 2+195 1,786 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeseeo. 504 276 221 221 13.7 19.2 10.1 12.4
15-44 YEARSeeeeseos 1,633 460 1,157 151 4445 32.1 52.7 42.0
45—-64 YEARSeeesoens 840 397 432 431 22.9 27.7 19.7 24.1
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 693 301 384 384 18.9 21.0 17.5 21l.5

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 2. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
GEOGRAPHIC REGION AND AGE, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STVATES, 1971
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- EXCLUD- INCLUD- EXCLUD-
REGION AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBEFR OF PATIENTS "DISCHARGED PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
UNITED STATES IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGES<ceesas 294459 11,644 17,767 144431 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS.ss.. 44029 214249 L.773 1,759 13.7 19.3 10.0 12.2
15=44 YEARSwaeoveoo 12,605 3s467 94118 5,801 42.8 29.8 51.3 4042
45~64 YEARSeeeeansse 64840 34232 34596 3,590 23.2 27.8 20.2 2443
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 54986 24696 3,280 34280 20.3 23.2 18.5 22.7
NORTHEAST
ALL AGESesasss 64912 24716 44180 34378 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeoes 851 483 365 363 12.3 17.8 8.7 10.7
15-44 YEARSeeoceoss 3,006 788 24212 1,413 43 .5 29.0 52.9 41.8
45-64 YEARSceaossoe 14665 g10 852 851 24.1 29.8 20.4 25.2
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,390 635 752 752 20.1 23.4 18.0 22.3
NORTH CENTRAL
ALL AGESecsvee 9.171 34611 54545 44508 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS««ees 1,385 772 609 605 15.1 2l.4 11.0 13.4
1544 YEARSeveeosee 3,838 1,050 2+783 1,752 41.9 29.1 50.2 38.9
45—64 YEARSaeaeseass 24133 986 1,143 1,141 23.3 27.3 20.6 25.3
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1.815 803 1,009 i,009 19.8 22.2 18.2 22.4
SOULTH
ALL AGESeaasss 9,136 34629 54495 44501 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS.ees-. 14255 698 556 550 13.7 19.2 10.1 12.2
15-44 YEARSeeesecee 34887 1,096 24786 1,800 42.5 30.2 50.7 40.0
45-64 YEARSeecoecoss 24046 962 1,081 1,079 22.4 26.5 19.7 24.0
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,949 873 1,072 1,072 21.3 2441 19.5 23.8
WEST
ALL AGESeeeaae 4e241 1,689 24547 2,043 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS«.eao 538 295 243 242 12.7 17.5 9.5 11.8
15~44 YEARSeoeecess 14873 533 14338 835 4442 31.6 5245 40.9
45—64 YEARSeoececos 996 474 519 519 23.5 28.1 20.4 25.4
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 833 385 447 447 19.6 22.8 17.6 21.9

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 3.

BED SIZE CF HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT,

NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM

ACCORDING TO SEX:

1971

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
UNITED STATES,

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- EXCLUD- INCLUD- EXCLUD~
BED SIZE OF 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
HOSPITAL AND AGE SEXES BELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV~-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL_SYZES IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESecesss 294459 11,644 17,767 144431 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS..ae. 44029 24249 1,773 1,759 13.7 19.3 10.0 12.2
1544 YEARSceecoess 124605 34467 9+118 5,801 42.8 29.8 51.3 40.2
45-64 YEARSeaeecone 64840 3,232 34596 39590 23.2 27.8 20.2 24.9
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 54986 24696 34280 34280 203 23.2 18.5 22.7
6-96 BEDS
ALL AGES+eeese 5,829 2,310 3,510 29921 100.0 120.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS.asa. 781 438 341 339 13.4 19.0 9.7 11.6
15-44 YEARSe<eeosecee 24253 623 14627 1,041 38.6 27.0 4644 35.6
45-64 YEARSeeceveose L4244 569 672 672 21.3 2446 19.2 2340
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 14552 680 870 870 26.6 29.4 24.8 29.8
100-199 BEDS
ALL AGESeseeee 64054 24354 3,692 3,004 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS<os.. 852 462 389 386 l4.1 19.6 10.5 12.9
1544 YEARSeeeeosee 24519 657 1+859 14175 41l.6 27.9 50.3 39.1
45-64 YEARSeaaesoeos 1+371 641 127 726 22.6 27.2 19.7 2442
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,312 593 117 717 21.7 2562 19.4 23.9
200-299 BEDS
ALL AGESeceoecs 55186 24039 3,137 24517 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS<eess 772 425 346 344 14.9 20.9 11.0 13.7
1544 YEARSeeeeceas 24244 603 1,637 1,019 43 .3 29.6 52.2 405
45-64 YEARSeeesvaoe 1,197 570 624 624 23.1 28.0 19.9 24.8
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 973 441 530 530 18.8 21.6 16.9 21.1
300-499 BEDS
ALL AGES.eeaeen 64877 2,762 44100 34347 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeaee 918 522 394 391 13.4 18.9 9.6 11.7
1544 YEARSecessaeoe 2,985 857 2.121 1,373 434 31.0 51.7 4l1.0
45-64 YEARSeeeveoee 1,701 814 884 882 24.7 2945 21l.6 2644
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,272 570 700 730 18.5 20.6 17.1 20.9
500 BEDS OR MORE
ALL AGESeeceve 54513 2,178 3.+328 2+642 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS<.eee 705 400 304 299 12.8 18.4 9.1 11.3
1544 YEARSceoveoes 24604 728 1,873 1,194 47.2 33.4 56.3 4542
45-64 YEARSeesooeass 14326 637 688 686 2441 29.3 20.7 26.0
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 877 413 463 463 15.9 18.9 13.9 17.5

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.



TABLE 4.

TYPE OF OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT,

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS.

NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION UF PATIENTS DISCHARGED
ACCORDING TO SEX:

UNITED STATES, 1

EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY

971

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- EXCLUD- INCLUD— | EXCLUD-
TYPE QF OWNERSHIP 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
AND AGE SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DISCHARGED PATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL TYPES IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESeceacss 294459 114644 17,767 14,431 130.0 100.0 109.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSecesas 44026 214249 1,773 1,759 13.7 19.3 10.0 12.2
15~44 YEARSeasacanues 12,605 34467 9,118 5.801 42.8 29.8 51.3 40.2
45-64 YEARSeeewoesses 64840 34232 34596 3,590 23.2 27.8 20.2 24.9
65 YEARS AND OVER..s 5,986 24696 3,280 34280 20.3 2342 18.5 22.7
VOLUNTARY NONPROFIT
ALL AGESesencea 214589 84502 13,048 10,667 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeees e 24959 14634 1.320 14312 13.7 19.2 10.1 12.3
15-44 YEARSeeseescse 94049 21456 64577 44207 41.9 28.9 50.4 3%.4
45-64 YEARSeesaessee 5,182 2v445 24728 24725 24.0 28.8 20.9 25.5
65 YEARS AND OVER... 44399 1,968 24423 24423 20.4 23.1 18.6 22.7
GOVERNMENT
ALL AGESessncse 64629 24660 34961 3,120 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeoee 909 528 381 376 13.7 19.8 9.6 12.0
1544 YEARSeaeacseses 3+023 867 2+153 1,318 4546 32.6 54.3 4243
45-64 YEARSeeeasssse 1,390 662 727 124 21.0 24.9 18.3 23.2
65 YEARS AND OVER... 1+306 603 701 701 19.7 22.7 17.7 22.5
PROPRTETARY
ALL AGESeccaaas 14241 481 758 644 130.0 100.0 1090.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSceeeee 160 87 12 72 12.9 18.2 9.5 11.2
15-44 YEARSeaceeceas 533 144 389 275 43.0 29.9 51.3 4247
45-64 YEARSeeeccooas 267 125 141 141 21.5 26.0 18.6 21.9
65 YEARS AND OVER... 281 125 156 156 22.6 26.0 20.5 2442

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 5. NUMBER CF PATIEN{S DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CAPE, BY

CEQOGRAPHIC REGION,

AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1971

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFSDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS}

SEXs AGE+s

BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL

SEXs AGEs, AND REGION

ALL 6-99
SIZES BEDS

100-
499
BEDS

500
BEDS
OR
MORE

ALL
STZES

6-99
BEDS

100-
499
BEDS

500
BEDS

MORE

1/ BOTH SEXES

UNITED STATEScecescences

UNDER 15 YEARSecsoccscsscscse
15-44 YEARSeaeoeecsocccncncne
45~64 YEARSeeeeecoscescsonancas
65 YEARS AND OVEResvssscccces

NORTHEASTeeeeoconasscnsce

UNDER 15 YEARSeeeecsoscscosss
1544 YEARSeececesvsosncocsnse
45—64 YEARSeececcseacccscsoss
65 YEARS AND OVEReceeeoessssss

NORTH CENTRAL«ceceocneces

UNDER 15 YEARSccsovecscscosss
15~44 YEARSceoeasecacssosacace
4564 YEARSeeeecoscasocossscan
65 YEARS AND OVEReeesececessce

SOUTheeeceosesveccnscncas

UNDER 15 YEARSeescecscsccoccne
15-44 YEARSececeeceacocncccccns
45=64 YEARSesceeesccccccococne
65 YEARS AND OVERewasccecsosnss

WEST eeoeocconsccasscacas

UNDER 15 YEARSeaeseccccccscss
15-44 YEARSceoeasssccccscccce
45—64 YEARSaceevesencecans
65 YEARS AND OVEReescocscecses

MALE
UNITED STATESeecosscccces

UNDEK 15 YEARSeeeseossccsssces
1544 YEARSeeoeevsosecoccsccse
45-64 YEARSveececocscosccanss
65 YEARS AND OVERsceccococncse

NORTHEASTeeccenscansccasnse

UNBER 15 YEARSeeeeconccescces
15-44 YEARSeeescsoncssee
45-64 YEARSeeceoeccccssscccsce
65 YEARS AND OVEReaceoscccens

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA

18

NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED
IN THOUSANDS

NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE
IN THOUSANDS

294459 5,829 18,118 54513] 231,017 37,7921143,213 50,4012
44029 781 24543 705 18,773 2,958 11,265 4455C
12,605 24253 79748 24604 724359 99722 | 444459 18,179
09840 14244 44270 1,326 644304 84542} 404976 14,785
54986 1+552 34558 877 754581 164570 464513 124498
64912 568 54060 1,283 62,283 44033 | 444634 134615
851 67 643 141 44450 258 3,116 14075
3,006 220 24160 626 18,417 1,007 12,831 44579
14665 139 14225 301 184264 1,031| 13,205 44028
1,390 143 1,031 215 214152 1,737 15,482 34933
9,171 1,500 54885 1,785 135449 10,597 | 46,828 16,025
1,385 207 907 271 64396 788 3,982 1,626
34838 556 2,511 771 224930 2,619} 14,809 54502
24133 331 14340 462 204477 24393 13,039 54046
1,815 407 1,126 282 23,646 49798 | 1449957 3,851
9¢136 24707 49431 1,998 674930 17,875 33,4¢€5 164590
14255 351 647 257 54972 1,460 2,866 1,646
3,887 998 14916 974 225115 49464 11,4242 by409
24046 568 1,025 452 17+864 34936 94308 44619
1,949 790 844 315 214979 84014| 10,049 3,916
44241 1,053 24741 446 274355 59287 18,286 3,781
538 157 345 37 1,954 452 1,300 202
1,873 480 1,161 233 84897 1,632 5576 1,686
996 206 679 111 T7+699 1,182 59425 1,092
833 212 556 65 8,804 2,020 5,985 798
114644 24310 74156 2,178 97,723 15,174} 60,100 221449
24249 438 1,410 400 104565 1,71¢ 6+259 24591
34467 623 24117 728 234866 2,826 14,336 64704
3,232 569 24025 637 304595 3,742] 19,458 74395
24696 680 14604 413 324696 64893 | 20,047 54760
2,716 243 1,979 493 264546 1,641 18,689 64216
483 38 368 78 2+493 158 1,753 581
788 72 559 158 6,012 337 44006 1,665
810 75 589 146 8,928 498 64344 2,086
635 59 464 112 9,113 648 64585 1,880

FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.




TABLE 5. NUMBER CF FATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHURT-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS 0OF CARE, BY SEX, AGEs
GEOGRAPHIC REGION, AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1971~-CON.
((.ISCHARGES FROM NONFEDEFAL SHORT-STAY HCSPITALS. EXCLYUNES NEWBNPN INFANTS)
BED SILE OF HOSPITAL

SEX+ AGE+ AND REGION 500 500

ALL 6-99 100~ BEDS ALL 6-99 100- BEDS

SIZES BEDS 499 OR SIZES BEDS 499 OR

BEDS MORE BEDS MORE

NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE
MALE-—CON. IN THOUSANDS IN THOUSANDS
NORTH CENTRAL sceccaccces 3,611 584 24289 738 3G, 370 44073] 19,033 T+264
UNDER 15 YEARS<eceessasosssasce 172 119 501 152 3,644 442 21268 933
15-44 YEARSceeeweaseoasnsecssns 1,050 146 677 227 79315 696 44571 24048
45-64 YEARS.eeeeoccvocanscaan 986 141 617 228 9,498 1,007 54 9€4 24527
65 YEARS AND OVEReacececcacacs 803 178 494 131 9,913 1,928 64230 1,75¢
SOUTFeeaseccncsenccanana 34629 1,091 1,770 167 284674 74268 144246 7+16C
UNDER 15 YEARSeececcccencscas 698 197 351 150 3,358 834 14565 958
15-44 YEARSu.seeeoecucscccnasne 1,096 286 542 268 Ty 291 1,348 3,750 24194
45-64 YEARSesessoeasacncoanss 962 258 492 212 84381 1y 649 49447 24284
65 YEARS AND OVERceocwsccacass 873 351 385 138 9,645 34436 44485 1:724
WESTeaecacacacacanccanns 1,689 391 1,118 179 12,132 2,192 8,131 1,809
UNDER 15 YEARSeevecccacsoceces 295 85 190 20 1,072 281 672 119
15-44 YEARSeeeeescscccnsacense 533 119 339 76 34248 445 2,010 793
45-64 YEARSeeeeeccaaccaccccas 474 95 328 51 3,788 587 24703 497
65 YEARS AND OVERaesecaceascss 385 92 261 32 449025 878 2,747 400
FEMALE INCLUDING DELIVERIES

UNITED STATESeeeecesssees| 174767 34510 10,929 3,328 132,906 224564} 82,823 274519
UNDER 15 YEARSeceecacecccacase 1,773 341 1,129 304 8,183 1,236 449994 1,953
15-44 YEARScescesasccscccncas 9,118 1,627 54617 1,873 484339 6,8821 30,002 114455
45-64 YEARSeeensevacccasesecn 34596 672 24235 688 33,606 44786 214436 T+384
65 YEARS AND OVEReecscecescns 34280 870 1,947 463 42,778 9:660| 264390 64727
NORTHEASTasaoeacnccsacee 44180 323 3,070 788 35,568 29376 254817 T+375
UNDER 15 YEARSeaccecencannase 365 28 274 62 1,949 99 1,359 492
}5-44 YEARSeececessacvoscccca 24212 147 1,597 468 124332 664 84771 24897
45-64 YEARSeeeeaecosocnnsacns 852 64 634 155 9,291 529 64821 1,940
65 YEARS AND OVEReceesveesaase 752 84 565 103 11,996 1,084 8,866 24046
NORTH CENTRALeessavevens 54545 913 34586 1,045 424973 6,507 27,713 84753
UNDER 15 YEARSceeonacacssccns 609 87 404 118 24743 343 1,7C7 692
15-44 YEARSeeveeoncnscncccnsse 24783 409 1,830 544 154572 1,921 10,201 34451
45-64 YEARSeesesoveccscosanas 1,143 189 722 233 10,951 1,380 74053 2,518
65 YEARS AND DOVEReeeevosoocne 1,009 228 631 150 13,706 24862 8,751 24092
SOUTheesacevacccensncnnne 54495 1:612 24654 1228 364172 10,588 19,163 94420
UNDER 15 YEARSee:0¢asascscascs 556 153 296 107 24608 623 1,300 685
15-44 YEARSecoevocaenccacasnson 24786 711 1,371 704 14,801 3,110 T9479 44212
45-64 YEARSeveoceconsvevesnane 1,081 310 531 240 94465 24284 44849 24333
65 YEARS AND OVERceacecesccsee 1,072 4381 456 177 12,297 44571 5:535 2,190
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TABLE 5. NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CARE, BY SEX, AGE,
GEOGRAPHIC REGION, AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1971--CON.
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL
SEXs AGEs AND REGION 500 500

ALL 6-99 100~ BEDS ALL 6-99 100~ BEDS

SIZES BEDS 499 OR SIZES BEDS 499 83
BEDS MORE BEDS MORE

FEMALE INCLUDING
DELIVERTES——CCN.

WESTeceescecacssosnsccans

UNDER 15 YEARS:ecececccccccns
15—44 YEARSeeeeacccccnncencns
45-64 YEARSeeeeascecocceancea
65 YEARS AND OVERsvececncsnss

EEMALE EXCLUDING DELIVERIES

UNITED STATESeceseccceasns

UNDER 15 YEARSeesececcccacase
15-44 YEARSeceeecececsescccso
45—-64 YEARSeseencconsessnsnes
65 YEARS AND OVEReeseossacsecs

NORTHEASTeaesoccncsccnsas

UNDER 15 YEARScceeeocssssccce
15-44 YEARSeevseenacannsccanse
45-64 YEARSeesosescesesccscne
65 YEARS AND OVERecaccscsaces

NORTH CENTRAL eeccacecess

UNDER 15 YEARScasccacesoeascas
15-44 YEARSceceeccasoscvcacas
45—64 YEARSeeceeeccscscscccse
65 YEARS AND OVERecesescccsese

SOUTHecsoosenccesacacssse

UNDER 15 YEARSececescecscascas
15-44 YEARSeeceeoeessccacncncnae
45-64 YEARSeeesenenacoccacaae
65 YEARS AND OVERececsccanasss

WESTeeoeessancnncnncnnse

UNDER 15 YEARS:.cecececosccccen
1544 YEARSeeceaevevosceccssnes
45-64 YEARSeewecoccscccscsscee
65 YEARS AND OYEReeescocseccss

NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED
IN THOUSANDS

NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE

IN THOUSANDS

29041 262 1,619 267 15,193 3,093 | 10,130 14970
24> 72 155 16 882 171 628 83
1,338 360 820 157 54633 1,187 3,552 895
519 110 349 61 3,899 593 24712 594
447 120 295 32 44779 1. 142 3,238 399
144431 2+921 8+867 29642 | 119,374 204486 | 7443322 244556
1,759 339 1,121 299 8,130 1,231 4196% 14935
5,801 1,041 3,567 1,194 34,887 448121 214556 8+518
34590 672 24232 686 33,580 4,783 | 21,421 7,376
3,280 870 1,947 463 42,778 9,660 | 264390 G727
34378 268 24481 630 31,882 29138} 234160 64585
363 28 274 61 1,938 98 1,353 487
1,413 92 1,009 312 84664 427 649124 24113
851 64 633 154 9,285 529 64817 1,939
752 84 565 103 11,996 1,084 8,866 24046
44508 768 2,889 851 38,4401 54928 | 24,585 T+884
605 87 401 117 29727 342 1,695 690
1,752 265 1,137 350 11,025 1,346 74093 249586
ls141 188 720 233 104943 1,378 74049 24515
1,009 228 631 150 13,706 24862 8,751 24092
44501 1,376 24177 948 354546 99824 | 174412 8,31C
550 152 293 105 24586 621 1,288 676
1,800 475 898 427 11,208 29348 54745 34116
1,079 310 530 239 94454 24284 44844 24327
1,072 438 456 177 12,297 44571 54535 24190
24043 510 1,321 213 13,545 29566 9,171 1,778
242 71 154 16 879 169 627 82
835 209 522 104 34989 652 21594 704
519 110 349 61 3,898 592 2,712 594
447 120 295 32 44779 1,142 3,238 399
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TABLE 6. NUMBER,
BEDS OCCUPIED DAILY,
TALS,

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION,
AND AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY
BY SEX AND AGE: UNITED STATES,

1971

AND RATE OF DAYS QF CARE,

AVERAGE NUMBER

OF

HOSPITAL

FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPI-

(DISCHARGES FROM NCNFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS.

EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

DAYS OF CARE
SEX AND AGE 1/ NUMBER OF AVERAGE
NUMBER RATE PER HOSPITAL BEDS LENGTH OF
IN PERCENT 1,000 OCCUPIED DAILY STAY IN DAYS
THOUSANDS [ DISTRIBUTION | POPULATION

2/ BOTH SEXES

ALL ACGESeesscescnns 231,017 100.0 1,143.1 313.2 7.8
UNDER 1 YEARsceooesassan 44610 2.0 19266.8 347.1 6.5
14 YEARSueceovsoocananse 44781 2.1 350.6 96.0 442
5~14 YEARSeacseevacacses 94381 4a1 234.0 6441 4.3
1524 YEARSeueeeccaccens 25,096 10.9 T00.4 191.9 4.8
25~34 YEARSeeeesncaaconn 234749 10.3 950.3 260.3 5.6
35-44 YEARS.aceewvosnacs 234515 10.2 1,048.4 287.2 7.4
4554 YEARSeaeeeeacecnsn 30,380 13.2 1,309.0 358.6 8.7
55~64 YEARSeaascesaacaee 33,924 14.7 1,815.8 497.5 10.2
6574 YEARSescaseoaseces 384518 16.7 34121.7 855.3 12.0
75 YEARS AND OVERecsecaes 37,063 16.0 54119.8 1,402.7 13.3

MALE

ALL AGESeeeacnsccee S7+723 100.0 1,004.0 275.1 8.4
UNDER 1 YEAReaceoseacanss 24620 2.7 11406.9 385.5 6.4
1-4 YEARSewoecessncncncas 29635 2.7 378.9 103.8 4a1
5~14 YEARSeaveceesocccasce 5,311 5.4 26042 71.3 4e4
15-24 YEARSesevovcvacese T+797 8.0 452.5 124.0 6.1
25=34 YEARSeeesosoonaass 7+048 1.2 586.9 160.8 6.9
35-44 YEARSevsoascansene 9,021 9.2 838.9 229.8 Ta.7
45-54 YEARScaasaacascacs 13,625 13.9 1,225.0 335.6 8.8
55-64 YEARSeeeseosescaes 164970 17.4 14930.6 528.9 10.1
65—T4 YEARSeeoeocaceannse 17,870 18.3 3+328.4 911.9 11.7
75 YEARS AND OVERecsecaes 14,826 15.2 5¢238.8 1143543 12.¢

FEMALE

ALL AGESeseccasccss 132,906 100.0 14268.7 347.6 Te5
UNDER 1 YEARceenecosanan 1,980 1.5 1+114.5 305.3 6e7
1-4 YEARSeaesevvecsccane 24144 1.6 320.7 87.9 ba4
5-14 YEARSceesneessssnses 44058 3.1 206.2 56.5 4.1
15-24 YEARSeecaceccanene 17,285 13.0 929.3 254 .6 bat
25=34 YEARSeecoevcocasae 164662 12.5 1,283.5 351.6 5.2
35-44 YEARS«esessnensaes 144392 10.8 19232.5 337.7 7.3
45-54 YEARSeescecsasseas 164701 12.6 1,382.0 378.6 8.6
55-64 YEARS4evscescecans 164905 12.7 1,708.6 468.1 10.3
65-74 YEARSusueeeeancans 20,581 15.5 24952.4 80849 12.3
75 YEARS AND OVERceseeen 224196 16.7 54034.3 1,379.3 13.8

1/ EXPRESSED AS DAILY NUMBER OF BEDS OCCUPIED PER 1.00,00G CIVILIAN, NONINSTITUTIONALIZED

POPUL

ATION.

2/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 7. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
AGE AND LENGTH OF STAY, ACCORDING TO SEX:. UNITED STATESs 1971-—CON.
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD-| EXCLUD- INCLUD~-| EXCLUD-
AGE AND LENGTH 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
OF STAY SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV=- DELIV~
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMS OF DISCHARGED PATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL AGES IN THOUSANDS
ALL STAYSeseeaces 29,459 11,644 17,767 144431 130.0 100.0 100.C 100.0
LESS THAN 1 DAYecueeaa 720 297 421 412 2.4 2.6 2.4 2.5
1 DAYeeovanseosaanaaanss 24205 957 1,245 1,134 7.5 8.2 7.0 7.9
2 DAY3eaesescccnacncnse 449221 1,622 24593 25165 14.3 13.9 14.6 15.0
3 DAYSeresecsvnaccancan 34717 14209 24504 1,504 12.6 10.4 14.1 10.4
4 DAYSeeooseaccascncens 3,221 1,049 24168 1,254 10.9 9.0 12.2 87
5-6 DAYSeevooconsevsees 44325 1,726 24588 1,968 14.7 14.8 l4.6 13.€
T—8 DAYSeauscosnnncase 24959 1,204 1,752 1,581 10.0 10.3 9.9 11.0
9-10 DAYSeveececncacns 1,978 825 14147 1,105 6.7 7.1 6.5 Te7
11-20 DAYSeeessesoacae 44063 1,819 24238 24209 13.8 15.6 12.6 15.3
2130 DAYSesacecccnesne 1,199 554 642 637 4a1 4.8 3.6 4o
31 DAYS OR MOREeasocse 852 383 468 462 2.9 3.3 2.6 3.2
UNDER 15 YEARS
ALL STAYSeaeeescn 44029 29249 1,773 1,759 100.0 100.0 100.C 100.0
LESS THAN 1 DAYecesvesne 149 80 69 69 3.7 3.5 3.9 3.9
1l DAYeeoeoossosencccsce 675 381 294 293 16.8 16.9 16.6 l6.7
2 DAYSeseeeccessannsees 1,082 589 491 489 26.9 2642 27.7 27.8
3 DAYSeeecocecesccncas 524 294 229 224 13.0 13.1 12.9 12.7
4 DAYSeaaaaseoaveansane 392 220 170 168 9.7 9.8 9.¢€ 9.6
56 DAYSecseacaceacaces 500 288 212 210 12.4 12.8 12.0 11.9
T—8 DAYSecescocccansas 263 148 115 114 6.5 6.6 6.5 6e5
9~10 DAYSeccecvecsccas 143 83 60 60 3.5 3.7 3.4 3.4
11-20 DAYSeeeocevceccace 211 120 90 90 5.2 5.3 5.1 5.1
21-30 DAYSeesoeee 46 23 23 23 1.1 1.0 1.3 1.3
31 DAYS OR MOREeecaceee 44 25 19 19 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1
15-44 YEARS

ALL STAYSeeaeaaee 12,605 34467 9,118 54801 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LESS THAN 1 DAYecceaes 382 111 270 261 3.0 3.2 3.0 445
] DAYeaoaceosecocosans 1,032 320 710 6920 8.2 9.2 7.8 10.4
2 DAYSceaceasonssocnses 24082 569 1,511 1,085 16.5 16.4 l6.6 18.7
3 DAYSeecceocosncannans 24175 438 1,735 742 17.3 12.6 19.0 12.8
4 DAYSeeeeecsacsacccee 14840 365 14473 563 14.6 10.5 16.2 9.7
5—6 DAYSesscovsesncnce 2,044 577 1,461 843 16.2 16.6 16.0 14.5
T7-8 DAYSceeeencncncaes 1,120 338 781 611 8.9 9.7 8.6 10.5
9=10 DAYSeeececsascane 611 201 409 367 4.9 5.8 4e5 6.3
11-20 DAYSeececcoscese 947 378 568 539 7.5 10.9 6.2 9.3
2130 DAYSeecoscccnnea 213 94 117 112 1.7 2.7 1.3 1.9
31 DAYS OR MOREeeeccas 160 76 83 17 1.3 2.2 0.9 1.3

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 7. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
AGE AND LENG™H OF STAY, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1971-—CON.
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDEPAL SHORT—STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD-| EXCLUD- INCLUD- | EXCLUD-
AGE AND LENGTH 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
OF STAY SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DISCHARGED PATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
45-64 YEARS IN THQUSANDS
ALL STAYSiarveeees 64840 3,232 3,596 3,590 100.0 100.0 100.C 100.0
LESS THAN 1 UAYeecosee 103 60 43 43 1.5 1.9 1.2 1.2
1 DAYaesavasecccancans 309 158 150 150 4.5 4.9 4.2 442
2 DAYSeaavaceacseannee 733 315 417 416 10.7 9.8 11.6 11.6
3 DAYSeassacocscvcscsce 642 299 341 340 9.4 9.3 9.5 9.5
4 DAYSeeeoenccnnnscase 567 272 294 293 8.3 8.4 8.2 8.2
5~6 DAYSeancaavacences 1,014 516 496 495 14.8 16.0 13.8 13.8
7-8 DAYSeaeescsccecans 865 395 469 469 12.6 12.2 13.0 13.1
9-10 DAYSeseecvenccaas 663 291 369 369 9.7 9.0 10.3 10.3
11-20 DAYSeaeceaancsaas 14332 623 707 107 19.5 19.3 19.7 19.7
21-30 DAYSeseevesncesne 381 192 189 188 5.6 5.9 5.2 5.2
31 DAYS OR MOREeseceees 232 111 121 121 3.4 3.4 3.4 3.4
65 YEARS AND OVER

ALL STAYSeaeaeoas 54986 24696 3,280 3,280 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

LESS THAN 1 DAYeeeeeee 86 46 40 40 1.4 1.7 1.2 1.2
1 DAYcaseovacacncsaccas 188 98 91 91 3.1 3.6 2.8 2.8
2 DAYSewaoaecccancncee 325 149 174 174 S5e4 5.5 5.3 5.3
3 DAYScocsssssesncsans 377 177 199 199 6.3 6.6 6.1 6.1
4 DAYSeaaessescsencccea 422 191 230 230 7.1 7.1 7.0 7.0
5=6 DAYSeeeecennsscass 767 346 420 420 12.8 12.8 12.8 12.8
T7—8 DAYSenaceccascsnes 711 323 387 387 11.9 12.0 11.8 11.8
9-10 DAYSeeeeovecsncce 560 250 308 308 9.4 9.3 G4 9.4
11-20 DAYSeeeccasnsose L+573 699 872 872 2643 25.9 26.6 26.6
21—-30 DAYSeeeeceeccess 559 245 314 314 9.3 9.1 9.6 9.6
31 DAYS OR MOREecewesss 416 171 245 245 6.9 6.3 7.5 7.5

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 8. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION QOF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY

HOSPITALS BY COLOR AND AGE OF PATIENT,

ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1971

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT—STAY HOSPITALS. -EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD-| EXCLUD- INCLUD~] EXCLUD-
COLOR AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
SEXES DELIV- DELIV— SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
TOTAL IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESeeeseecae| 231,017 974723 | 1324906 | 119374 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeecowceee 18,7173 10+565 8,183 8,130 8.1 10.8 6.2 6.8
15-44 YEARSaeeceeesaas 72,359 234866 48,4339 34,887 31.3 244 36.4 29.2
45-64 YEARSceeeeancsaaa 644304 30,595 33,606 33,580 27.8 31.3 25.3 28.1
65 YEARS AND OVERe<s-e 75,581 324696 42,778 424778 32.7 33.5 32.2 55.8
WHITE
ALL AGESececacaccea] 17564252 75,036 | 101,183 9L 740 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeceoesee 13,083 T7+285 54796 54776 T4 9.7 5.7 6.3
1544 YEARSeeseecneacee 5143751 174118 344240 244833 29.1 22.8 33.8 2741
4564 YEARScecacnsaane 504339 244005 264331 264315 28.6 32.0 26.0 28.7
65 YEARS AND OVEReeeos 614454 264628 34,4816 344816 34.9 35.5 344 38.0
ALL OTHER
ALL AGESsceccscss 2T7+184 114451 15,720 13,378 100.0 10C.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeeeasee 34556 24065 1,488 1,458 13.1 18.0 9.5 10.9
15-44 YEARSeeecencsasne 11,377 34567 T7+807 54502 41.9 31.1 49.7 4la.1
45-64 YEARSeeeeeccessce 64523 34140 3,381 34374 24.0 2Te4 21.5 25.2
65 YEARS AND OVEReeees 54728 24680 34044 3,044 21.1 23.4 19.4 22.8
COLOR NOT STATED
ALL AGESecececces 27,581 11,235 16,002 144257 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeeesee 24134 14215 899 896 7.7 10.8 5.6 6.3
15-44 YEARSeececoocasse 9,607 34182 64292 44552 34.8 2843 39.3 31l.9
45—-64 YEARSeeeesscscae Tr442 34450 3,894 3,891 27.0 30.7 2443 27.3
65 YEARS AND OVEReseae 84398 3,388 44918 44918 30.4 30.2 30.7 34.5

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 9. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATISENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY COLOR, AGE,
AND SEX: UNITED STATES, 1971

(DISCHARGES FROM MONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

: FEMAL £ FEMALE
COLOR AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE INCLUDING EXCLUDING
SEXES DEL IVERIES DELIVERIES

TOTAL AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS

ALL AGES.cscececcsvuncsnssceccccscsns 7.7 T.d 7.5 .2

UNDER 15 YEARSeeeveoccenccscsccccacacsnsse 4.7
15-44 YEARSeusseeesaccssscscsonccccscns 5.7
9.4
2.6

odPo

45—64 YEARSeecesecasecsccecsccccsncnans
65 YEARS AND OVERuesesccscccccccenccans 1

WHITE

ALL AGESecescesassccccccnsccecncss 7.9 8.

UNDER 15 YEARSeeeasceecesccccnsscscscas 4
L5-44 YEARSeeeeescacvenccscscscscncanse 5
45=64 YEARSeeeveecoscccsnasccsvcacccnncs 9
65 YEARS AND OVEReceevcoccscosacvcccccns 12

ALL CTHER

ALL AGESececvesancsccssnccnccocons 8.1 9.6 Te4 8.6

UNDER 15 YEARSeeeessccsccccsncsccscscscss 6.5
15-44 YEARSesacevsvssessccccscccncaccces 6.3
45-64 YEARSeeeescancsscccscvsccaccanane 11.5
65 YEARS AND OVEReeeeccccccocccsnnascse l4.1

COLOR NOT STATED

ALL AGESececccencascassecsscnccccns 7.5 7.8 7.3 8.0

UNDER 15 YEARSeecsosavsasssccscceccccccce 4a2
1544 YEARSecavececesnnsssccssccccccnss 5.9
45—64 YEARSeesessoscecnssscoscesscssnna 8.9
65 YEARS AND OVERaweescsaccsccccncccccsse 12.1

-
N O O
LI I
[ =R

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 10. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHOPT-STAY
HOSPITALS BY GEOGRAPHIC REGION AND AGE, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1971

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD-| EXCLUD- INCLUD~ | EXCLUD~
REGION AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTICN

UNITED STATES IN THOUSANDS .

ALL AGESessseecees| 231,017 9T7+723| 1324906 119,374 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSecesovse 18.773 104565 84183 8,130 8.1 10.8 6.2 6.8
15-44 YEARSeacecoaacaa 72,359 234866 484339 34,4887 31.3 244 35.4 29.2
45—64 YEARSeewseaonoas 644304 304,595 3346006 33,4580 27.8 31.3 25.3 28.1
65 YEARS AND OVEReecee 754581 324696 4247178 42,778 32.7 33.5 32.2 35.8

NORTHEAST

ALL AGES.ceceasea 624283 26+546 354568 31:882 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeesceese 44450 24493 1,949 1+938 7.1 9.4 545 6ol
15-44 YEARSesececncece 184417 6,012 12,4332 84664 29.6 22.6 34.7 27.2
45~64 YEARSeeoeosscnae 18,264 84928 9,291 9,285 29.3 33.6 26.1 25.1
65 YEARS AND OVER4«eeee 21,152 94113 11,996 114996 34.0 34.3 33.7 37.6

NORTH CENTRAL

ALL AGESecceeccese 734449 30,370 424973 38,401 100.0 109.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeessese 64396 34644 24743 24727 8.7 12.0 6.4 7.1
1544 YEARSceoseecesee 224930 74315 15,572 11,025 31l.2 24.1 36.2 28.7
45=64 YEARSeaeenccsnss 204477 9+498 10,951 10,943 27.9 31.3 2545 28.5
65 YEARS AND OVER eeeee 234646 9+913 13,706 13,706 32.2 3246 31.9 35.7

SQUTH

ALL AGESecaccacsae 674930 284674 39,172 354546 100.0 100.0 100.C 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeceeess 5,972 34358 2,608 2,586 8.8 11.7 6.7 Te3
15-44 YEARSeeeoensansee 224115 7+291 14,801 11,208 32.6 25.4 37.8 3l.5
45-64 YEARSeeveecccces 17+864 84381 94465 91454 26.3 29.2 2442 2646
65 YEARS AND OVER<eeses 214979 94645 12,297 12,297 32.4 33.6 3l.4 34.6

WEST

ALL AGESeseccsese 27+355 12,132 15,193 13,545 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSececsese 1,954 1,072 882 879 7.1 8.8 5.8 6.5
15-44 YEARScessoeocesee 84897 34248 54633 3,989 32.5 26.8 37.1 29.5
45-64 YEARSeeeeoceoses T+699 3,788 34899 3,898 28.1 31.2 2547 28.8
65 YEARS AND OVEReeees 84804 49025 44779 44779 32.2 33.2 31l.5 35.3

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.



TABLE 1l. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY G
UNITED STATES, 1971

REGION, AGE, AND SEX:

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY AOSPITALS.

EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

EOQOGRAPHIC

REGION AND AGE

1/ BOTH
SEXES

MALE

FEMALE
INCLUDING EX
DELIVERIES| DE

FEMALE
CLUDING
LIVERIES

UNITED STATES

ALL AGESeaccaceaceacccasasscasccsssssssonnns

UNDER 15 YEARSceeeuveccseccasceccoccccncacscccasn
15=44 YEARSaeoaeeess
45=64 YEAR Sececsacccacsacncasnccccsncccsscoscacse

65 YEARS AND OVERceeeccccscscnccnccscsacccsoscacas

saesessecsenssesrcscensvesen

NORTHEAST
ALL AGEScececsvcccnvenscnnscaccncccsscsnscsae

UNDER 15 YEARSeaseacscscsccsacncccssancncnscssscee
15-44 YEARSeeaesesnscscacsennncaccsscscsnnsscccns

45-64 YEARSeeeaceceesacncesscossconsonnsesssance

65 YEARS AND OVERceseccecossaasscsaccscsccccanss

NORTH CENTRAL
ALL AGESescaseccacavssacscasnacsncccencoces

UNDER 15 YEARSecuecaacsesccoscsacnrcccncncccscscocsnsce
1944 YEARScesaeocecscnceocosacscsscccsoncgscccsce
49=64 YEARSesceseeccsnncncen
65 YEARS AND OVEReceevececcccnscoccaccesccscnconece

SOUTH

ALL AGESeesecsccsensceorossscscoscsonasance

UNDER 15 YEARSeeeevesccscscscccsccacsccsccsscncese
15=44 YEARSeaeveeeossasvcecacvencsnnccocconcoconne
45—64 YEARSceeecasssanscscsccscscsscscscnscccaccscse
65 YEARS AND OVEReeevecocacacscanccscscocncocccne

WEST
ALL AGESeucecccesacncccccsasasscscccnssccncse

UNDER 15 YEARSeceeceveacasncocscrasnscescsancesnsce
15-44 YEARSeseeecnacoccescsensscoccscacccnsccsnses

45—6% YEARSeeaseveveocvasosasaccncsccscascncncocee

65 YEARS AND OVEReesevrsensavaoncsscncscnssescscns

AV
7.8

ERAGE LEN

GTH
8.4

OF STAY IN DAYS

N WO
L] L[] . .
-0~

00 O
« &8 8 0
moN -~

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.



TABLE 12. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTIOW CF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHAFGED FKOM SHURT-LTAY

HOSPITALS BY BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1971
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
BED SIZE INCLUD- | EXCLUD- INCLUD- | EXCLLD~
OF HOSPITAL 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
AND AGE SEXES DELIV- DELIV— SEXES DELIV~ DELIV-
ERIES ERIES EF IES ERIES
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE ~ERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL SYIZES IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESeecceness| 2314017 974723 ) 1324906 | 1194374 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeccoawe 18,773 104565 8,183 8,130 8.1 12.8 6.2 6.8
1544 YEARSeeseesssses 724359 234860 484339 34,887 31.3 244 36.4 2942
45~64 YEARSeeeesconoas 644,304 304595 33,606 33,580 27.8 21.3 25.3 28.1
65 YEARS AND OVEReseee 75,581 32,0696 42+778 424778 32.7 33.5 32.2 35.8
6—~9S BEDS
ALL AGESecacecsee 37,792 154174 224564 2041486 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeaoesee 24958 1.716 1,236 1,231 7.8 11.3 5.5 6.0
15—~44 YEARSeeeeoecansee 9,722 21826 64882 44812 25.7 18.6 30.5 23.5
45~64 YEARScaaeeoanaes 84542 3+742 44786 44783 22.6 24,7 21.2 22.3
65 YEARS AND OVERseeee 164570 64890 94660 94660 43.8 45.4 42.8 472
100-199 BEDS
ALL AGESeeececses 444274 18,142 264062 234348 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeseeaces 34656 1,958 1,695 1,682 8.3 10.8 6.5 T.2
15-44 YEARSeeeeacscane 12,777 34729 94029 64333 28.9 20.6 3446 27.1
45-64 YEARSecacasoeaee 114642 54523 64095 64089 26043 30.4 2344 26.1
65 YEARS AND OVERaseo. 16,198 64932 94242 94242 36.6 38.2 3545 39.6
200—-299 BEDS
ALL AGESeececcenee 404775 16,822 23,872 214346 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeecceose 34351 1,860 1,489 1,483 8.2 il.l 6.2 6.9
1544 YEARSacaseveocose 124554 3,917 84605 6,085 30.8 23.3 36.0 28.5
45-64 YEARSeceeoesneoonee 124050 5¢618 64406 64404 29.6 33.4 26.8 30.0
65 YEARS AND OVEReecsco 12,820 59427 74373 74373 31.4 32.3 30.9 3445
300—-499_ BEDS
ALL AGESeacscccse 58,165 254136 32,889 29,638 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeessee 44259 2+441 1,810 1,798 7.3 9.7 5.5 6.1
15-44 YEARSeveeeasacas 19,128 64691 12,368 9,138 32.9 26.6 37.6 30.8
45~64 YEARS4eeocacaanea 17,284 8+317 8,935 8,928 29.7 33.1 27.2 30.1
65 YEARS AND OVEReceeee 174494 7,688 94775 9.775 30.1 30.6 29.7 33.0
500 BEDS OR MORE
ALL AGESeececccee 50,012 224449 274519 244556 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeceecesea 44550 24591 14953 1,935 9.1 11.5 T.1 7.9
15~44 YEARSeceesesvense 18,4179 64704 11,4455 8,518 36.3 29.9 4146 34,7
45-64 YEARSeeoscaacees 14,785 74395 74384 7.376 29.6 32.9 26.8 30.0
65 YEARS AND OVEReecee 124498 54760 64727 6,727 25.0 25.7 2444 274

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 13.
CF HOSPITAL,

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHCRT-STAY HOSPITALS.

AND SEX:

UNITED STAT

EXCLUDES

AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOUk PATIENTS DISCHARGED FPUOM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS
AGE UF PATIENT,

ES, 1971

8Y BED SIZE

NEWBORN INFANTS)

BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL AND AGE

1/ BOTH
SEXES

MALE

FEMALE
INCLUD ING
DEL TVERIES

FEMALE
EXCLUDING
DELIVERIES

ALL STZES

ALL AGEScececascscssvencsesonsnans

UNDER 15 YEARSedececescsesssccssscssnsse
15-44 YEARSeeeeneeceeososeonsacassonanas
495=64 YEARSesaeceosecacsssncsccscoancae
65 YEARS AND OVERcvecenecccncscscncanns

6-GG6 BFNS
ALL AGEScwecececscccscacsccccancsones
UNDER 15 YEARSeceeecocacenaccsccosccasns
15-44 YEARSuueceecacecccaacanconnnceanas
45=604 YEARSecesoecsvcsccessssvoncscncns
65 YEARS AND OVER:eseecccccccenascnnces
100-199 BEDS
ALL AGES.ccecccsceeccoccccnanancen

UNDER 15 YEARSceesacaescnassasecccccane
15-44 YEARSeeeeaeacocescsccsscasncncnce
45=64 YEARScacaascseensscssscssscancacanse
65 YEARS AND OVERceceecncccacncancocons

200-259 BEDS
ALL AGESeececcccecenscncsccccsasecs

UNDER 15 YEARSceecescescconcoccscoscans
1b~44 YEARSeeeeeeacceseccccsccacccaanes
45=64 YEARSceteeecasssacssccscccocnncasn
65 YEARS AND OVER.cecocosscccccccsccans

300—-4SS BEDS
ALL AGESeceievccocsccsacacsncsncses

UNDER 15 YEARSeseeesensesscvcconcnnncan
15=44 YEARSuaseeeoescccocncsssaancsanse
45-64 YEARSeeeeevaceanccsnacsosocancane
65 YEARS AND OVERscevescasasconssannsans

500 BEDS CR MORE

ALL AGESsesssvecessesocoassaacnese

UNDER 15 YEARS.eeeccecacevcccccccannnsne
15444 YEARSceseeeesveocsncccacossonccacs
45-64 YEARSeeeenacsauscacscccssccsssasna
65 YEARS AND OVEReeeccecccsconnssanscnse

AVERAGE LENGTH

OF STAY IN DAYS

- =
PO O

Ut~ =,

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.

29



TABLE 1l4. NUMBER AND FERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS GF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHAFGED FFOM SHOPT-STAY

HOSPITALS BY TYPE OF OWNERSHIP CF HUSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT,

ACCORDING TO SEX:

UNITED STATES,

1971
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
FEMALE | FEMALE FEMALE | FEMALE
TYPE OF INCLUD— | EXCLUD- INCLUD- | EXCLUD=
OWNERSHIP AND 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH || mMaLE ING 4G
AGE SEXES DELIV—| DELIV—| SEXES DELIV- | DELIV-
ERIES ERIES EFIES ERIES
NUMBER UF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL TYPES IN THOUSANDS
ALL ‘AGESeecesvenss | 231,017 97,723 | 132,906 | 119,374 100.0 100.0 100.0 100, 0
UNDER 15 YEARS.seeeoss | 18,773 10,565 8,183 8,130 8.1 19.8 6.2 6.8
15-4% YEARSsceesaooesss | 724359 23,866 | 48,339 34,887 31.3 24,4 36.4 29.2
45-6% YEARSessacceeess | 647304 30,595 | 33,606| 33,580 27.8 31.3 25.3 2e.1
65 YEARS AND OVER.a... | 75,381 32,696 | 42,778| 42,778 32.7 33.5 32.2 35.8
VOLUNTARY NONPROFIT
ALL AGESeseeeeess | 1735457 72,715 | 100,430 | 90,441 100.0 100.0 100.0 10n.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeseees | 13,571 7,514 6,039 62004 7.8 10.3 6.0 6o
1544 YEARSaeeawsesasas | 534162 174096 | 35,933 | 25,997 30.6 23.5 35.8 28.7
45~64 YEARSeseseeocaes | 495711 23,606 | 264024| 26,006 28.7 32.5 25.9 28.8
65 YEARS AND OVEReses. | 57,013 24,499 | 32,435| 32,435 32.9 33.7 32.3 35.9
GOVERNMENT
ALL AGESeeeseases | 49,024 21,597 | 274366 24,262 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeessases 44629 2,737 1,887 14870 9.4 12.7 6.9 7.7
15-44 YEARSeeeseaesans | 164638 5,967 ] 10,651 74573 33.9 27.6 38.9 31.2
45-64 YEARSeeeseoacens | 124475 64034 61427 64419 25.4 27.9 23.5 26.5
65 YEARS AND OVER<.... | 15,283 64860 84400 84400 31.2 31.8 30.7 3.6
PROPRIETARY
ALL AGESeeasaensss 8,535 34411 54109 4,671 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSaessases 572 315 256 256 6.7 9.2 5.0 5.5
15-44 YEARSeeoeveesan- 2,559 804 1,755 1,317 30.0 23.6 34.3 28.2
4564 YEARSeeeseeosacs 2,118 954 1,155 1,155 24.8 28.0 22.6 24.7
65 YEARS AND OVERa.... 3,285 14338 1,943 1,943 38.5 39.2 38.0 41.6

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE
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DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.



TASLE 15. AVERAGE LENGTH OF

OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL»

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHOKT—STAY HOSPITALS.

STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY
AGE OF PATIENT,

AND SEX:

UNITED STATES,

HOSPITALS
1971

BY TYPE

EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

aF

TYPE OF OWNERSFIP AND AGE

1/ BOTH
SEXES

MALE

FEMALE
INCLUDING
DEL IVEPIES

FEMALE
EXCLUDING
DELIVERIES

ALL TYPES
ALL AbLESececaccacecscscnccacnencns
UNDER 15 YEARSueeevevcoevecacnccssscane
15~44 YEARSeaceeoorsvenccccaccsaccnsnces
45~64 YEARSeesoeecessascncccsccncncncns
65 YEARS AND OVERecsveceoncccasccncnnes

VOLUNTARY NCNPROFIT

ALL AGESeecasacancsscaccasenascanaa

UNDER 15 YEARSeescesccccsevesacscsccsnn
15—44 YEARS ecseceeseaccsscccscscascccns
45~64 YEARSeeeesacscsccssssnssoncsonnsns
65 YEARS AND OVEReeescscsvevecscncacscs

GOVERNMENT
ALL AGESesssevacsocscascosncscsnas
UNDER 15 YEARS..cecevscocacnancacanacas
15-44 YEARS«ssass
4564 YEARSeiececeaasescancnccsncsancan
65 YEARS AND OVERceeacccscnasvcncsacscss
PROPRIETARY
ALL AGES+evecsascsecsasscsncoconas
UNDER 15 YEARS:eeeescesncccccccaccnsnss
1544 YEARSeeceaeaasccsessnsacssnsscnne

45—64 YEARSocemeecoescesccncnncccsoansncne
65 YEARS AND OVEReceesvecccocvcoccoccnnes

AVERAGE LENGTH

OF STAY IN DAYS

NP W
R Y

vin oo

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 16. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY SEX, AGE,
GEOGRAPHIC REGIONs AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1971
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH WEST
SEX AND AGE TOTAL 500 500 500 500
6-99| 100-| BEDS 100-{ BEDS| 6-99| 100-| BEDS 100~} BEDS
BEDS| 499 OR 499 OR BEDS | 499 OR 499 OR
BEDS| MORE PENRS{ MORE BEDS| MORE BEDS | MORE
1/ BOTH SEXES AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS

ALL AGESa..as 7.8 T.1 8.8 10.6 8.0 9.0 6.6 7.6 8.3 6.7 8.5

UNDER 15 YEARS... 4.7 3.9 4.8 7.6 Lo 6.0 442 bo 6.4 3.8 5.5

15-44 YEARSeeeosos 547 4.6 5.9 7.3 5.9 Tel 445 5.9 6.6 4.8 Te2

45—-64 YEARSeeesee 9.4 Te4| 10.8| 13.4 9.7 10.9 6.9 9.1| 10.2 8.0 9.8

65+ YEARSeesenase 12.6 12.1] 15.0( 18.3 13.3] 13.7] 101} 11.9| 12.4 10.8] 12.3

MALE

ALL AGESas... 8.4 6.7 9.4| 12.6 8.3 9.8 6.7 8.0 9.3 7.3 10.1

UNDER 15 YEARS... 4e7 4e2 4.8 Te5 4.5 6.1 4e2 445 6e4t 3.5 5.8

15~44 YEARSeeeaeo €.9 4ol Ta2! 10.6 6.7 9.0 4.7 6.9 8.2 5.9} 10.5

45-64 YEARSeaeess 9.5 6.7 10.8[ 14.3 9.7| 1l.1 64 9.0} 10.8 8.2 9.8

65+ YEARSweecaeae 12.1 11.0( 14.2] 16.8 12.6} 13.4 9.8 11l.6| 12.5 10.5] 12.3
EEMALE INCLUD-

ING DELIVERIES

ALL AGESes.e. 7.5 T4 8.4 9.4 TeT 8e4 6.6 7.2 T.7 6.3 Te4

UNDER 15 YEARS... 4.6 3.5 5.0 7.9 4.2 549 4.1 bot 6.4 4.1 5.1

1544 YEARS:eeane 5.3 445 5.5 6.2 5.6 6.3 44 545 6.0 403 5.7

45—64 YEARSeeeesns 9.3 8.3| 10.8| 12.5 9.8 10.8 Te4 9.1 9.7 7.8 9.8

65+ YEARSeoweceas 13.0 13.0{ 15.7 19.8 13.9| 13.9| 10.4| 12.1| i2.4 11.0] 12.3
FEMALE EXCLUD—

ING DELIVERIES

ALL AGESec.. 8.3 8.0 9.3 10.5 8.5 9.3 Tel 8.0 8.8 6.9 8.3

UNDER 15 YEARS... 4.6 3.5 449 8.0 4.2 5.9 4.1 4ol 6.5 4ol 5.2

15~44 YEARSeseeee 6.0 4.6 6.1 6.8 6.2 Te4 4.9 6.4 7.3 5.0 6a7

45-64 YEARSaeeees 9.4 8.3 10.8| 12.6 9.8| 10.8 Te4 9.1 9.7 7.8 9.8

65+ YEARSeeeaooee 13.0 13.0] 15.7] 19.8 13.9] 13.9] 10.4} 12.1]| 12.4 11.0| 12.3

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE
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DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.



APPENDIX 1|
TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS

Statistical Design of the
Hospital Discharge Survey

Scope of the survey.-—The scope of the Hospital
Dijscharge Survey (HDS) encompasses patients dis-
charged from noninstitutional hospitals which have six
beds or more for inpatient use, are located in the 50
States and the District of Columbia, and have an aver-
age length of stay of less than 30 days. Although all
discharges of inpatients from these hospitals are within
the scope of the survey, all newborn infants are excluded
from this report,

Sampling frame and sizeof hospital.—The universe
campling frame) for the Hospital Discharge Survey
consists of the short-stay hospitals excluding military
and Veterans Administration hospitals, which are in-
cluded in the Master Facility Inventory of Hospitals and
Institutions (MFI). A detailed description of how the MFI
was developed, its content, plans for maintainingit, and
procedures for assessing the completeness ofits cover-
age is published in an earlier report.

There were 6,965 hospitals in the universe. The
distribution of short-stay hospitals by bed size and
region in the universe and in the HDS sample is shown
in table I, The sample for 1971 consisted of 465 hos-
pitals, of which 26 were ruled out of scope of the survey
because they failed to meet the definition of a short-
stay hospital and 60 refused to participate, Estimates
are based on 198,223 abstracts received from the re-
maining 379 hospitals that participated during 1971,

Sample design.—All hospitals with 1,000 beds or
more in the universe of short-stay hospitals were se-
lected with certainty in the sample. All hospitals with
fewer than 1,000 beds were stratified, the primary
strata being the 24 size-by-region classes shown in
table I, Within each of these 24 primary strata, the
allocation of the hospitals was made through a controlled
selection technique so that hospitals in the sample would
be properly distributed with regard to ownership and
geographic division., Sample hospitals were drawn with
probabilities ranging from certainty for the largest
hospitals to 1 in 40 for the smallest hospitals,

The within-hospital sampling ratio for selecting
discharges varied inversely with the probability of se-

NOTE: The list of references follows the text.

lection of the hospital. The smallest sampling fraction
of discharged patients was taken in the largest hos-
pitals, and the largest fractionwas taken inthe smallest
hospitals, This was done to compensate for the fact that
hospitals were selected with probabilities proportionate
to their size class and to assure that the overall prob-
ability of selecting a discharge would be approximately
the same in all hospitals,

In all hospitals the daily listing sheetofdischarges
was the frame from which the subsamples of discharges
were selected within the sample hospitals. The sample
discharges were selected by a random technique, usually
on the basis of the terminal digit(s) of the patient's med-
ical record number-—anumber assigned when the patient
was admitted to the hospital. If the hospital’sdaily dis-
charge listing did not show the medical record numbers,
the sample was selected by starting with a randomly
selected discharge and taking every Kth dischargethere-

after.
Estimation.—Statistics produced by the HDS are

derived by a complex procedure, The basic unit of esti-

" matjon is the sample patient abstract. The estimating

procedure used to produce essentially unbiased national
estimates has three principal components: (1) inflation
of reciprocals of the probabilities of sample selection,
(2) adjustment for nonresponse, and (3) ratio adjustments
to fixed totals. These components are described in
appendix I of two earlier publications. 1,2

Data collection.—Depending on the study procedure
agreed on with the hospital administrator, the sample
selection and the transcription of information from the
hospital records to the abstract forms were performed
either by the hospital staff or by representatives of the
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) or by both.
In more than three-fourths of the hospita-ls that partici-
pated in the HDS during 1971, this work was pertormed
by the medical records department of the hospital. In
the remaining hospitals, nearly all the work was per-
formed by perscnnel of the U.S. Bureau of the Census

acting for NCHS.
Nearly all survey hospitals transcribed data from

hospital records to the form shown in figure I,

Data processing and editing.of data.—Shipments
of completed abstract forms for each sample hospital
were transmitted along with sample selection control
sheets to NCHS for processing. Every shipment of
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Table I.
Survey sample, and participating in the
United States, 1971

Distribution of short-stay hospitals in the universe (MFI),
survey, by bed size of hospital and geographic region:

in the Hospital Discharge

Bed size of hospital All regions |l Northeast North South West
Central
All sizes Humber of hospitals
Universe--==s—mmemoomm oo 6,965 1,107 1,979 2,620 1,259
Total sample--==ccwwocmnommeeee 465 123 139 135 68
Survey participants---v---ccceaa- 379 108 121 102 48
6-49 beds
Universes-—ememmmeemm e 3,113 199 830 1,438 646
Total sample-~-----=c—commoaoaan. 59 7 17 23 12
Survey participants--=---m-—-c—u- 35 5 13 11 6
50-99 beds
Universemmm= = romcmm e e e 1,623 288 442 587 306
Total sample-~------c-cmmmmacaaa. 66 12 18 24 12
Survey participants--------ec-un- 56 10 17 20 9
100-199 beds
Universe--=woemecmccmmmcomam e 1,144 277 378 332 157
Total sample-===c=nccmccmmmanaaa- 95 24 30 29 12
Survey participants-e--=-cc-weao- 80 23 26 24 7
200-299 beds
Universe=w=r=memmemco e e 552 182 151 134 85
Total sample-------cmecccamamnaa- 83 29 24 18 12
Survey participants------c-cceua-n 68 27 21 12 8
300-499 beds
Universe-=—eeeeeecmccamnamcae e 386 110 129 96 51
Total sample-------=remcccmmmean- 89 24 29 24 12
Survey participantse----eeccaa--o 75 19 25 21 10
500-999 beds
Universe=-=-cmecoc oo 129 42 46 28 13
Total sample~=---mmcucmomcmmean 55 18 18 12 7
Survey participants------ccecanana 47 15 16 9 7
1,000 beds or more
Universe«mmeoemmomm e e c e 18 9 3 5 1
Total samples==m==co—occm—ammaa. 18 9 3 5 1
Survey participants~~--=-c-c-nca--- 18 9 3 5 1

abstracts was reviewed; each abstract form was checked
for completeness; and when necessary, problems were
referred tothe hospitals for clarificationand correction,

Final editing was done by computer inspection of
the demographic data compared with the category code
assigned each abstract, If the patient’s sex was left
blank, it was coded and tabulated as''not stated,’ except
in those casesknownto be deliveries.,

Very few rejects were encountered; those found
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were corrected by inspection of data on the computer
tape. If age was left blank, it was imputed by assigning
the patient an age consistent with the ages of other
patients with the same category code, If the dates of
admission or discharge were not given and if they could
not be obtained from the monthly sample listing sheet
transmitted by the sample hospital, a length of stay was
imputed by assigning the patient a stay consistent with
the stays of other patients of the same age, Other
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CONFIDENTIAL - All information which would permit identification of an individual or of an ectablishment will be held confidenual, will be used
only by petsons engaged in and for the purposes of the survey and will not be disclosed ot released to other persons or vsed for any other purpose.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
Public Health Service
Health Services and Mentol Health Administration
National Center for Health Statistics

MEDICAL ABSTRACT — HOSPITAL DISCHARGE SURVEY

1. Patient Identification

1. Hospital number. . 4. Date of admission
Month Day Year
2. HDS number
5. Date of discharge
3. Medical record number.ee.. — Month Day Year
fl. Patient Characteristics
1. Date of birth: 2. Age (complete ONLY 1 Oyears
Month i i i .
ont Day Year if date of birth not given): - 2 [Jmonths
Units
3 O days
3. Sex: 1[]Male 2 ] Female
4. Race or color: 1 [] white 2 [ Negro 3 [0 Other nonwhite 4 [J **Nonwhite” 5 [ Not stated

5. Marital status: 1 [IMarried 2[JSingle 3 [Jwidowed 4[] Divorced 5 [jSeparated 6 [] Not stated

6. Discharge status: 1[]J Alive 2 {J Dead

I, Diagnoses and Operations

1. Final diagnoses:

[ see reverse side

2. Operations:

[1see reverse side

Completed by Date

FOR NCHS USE ONLY

Diagnoses

Operations

GP e 1971 0 - 420540

Figure I. Medical abstract for the Hospital Discharge Survey.
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Table II. Civilian noninstitutional population
by age and sex: United States, July 1, 1971

[Consistent with Current Poulation Reports, Series P-25, No.-190}

Age group 22;23 Male Female
Total-=ce-ee- 202,090 97,330 | 104,760
0-14 years----- 57,368 || 29,227 28,141
Under 1 year------ 3,639 1,862 1,777
1-4 years---c=w--- 13,639 6,953 6,686
5-14 years--=----- 40,089 { 20,412 19,678
15-44 yearg---- 83,252 | 39,992 43,259
15-24 years——----- 35,830( 17,229 18,600
25-34 years------- 24,992 11 12,010 12,982
35-44 yearse------ 22,430 § 10,753 11,677
45-64 years---- 41,891 || 19,912 21,979
45-54 yearg--—-—-=—- 23,208 | 11,123 12,085
55-64 years—--—---- 18,683 8,790 9,894
65 years and
OVEE == mmmm——m- 19,579 8,199 11,380
65-74 years=------ 12,339 5,369 6,971
75 years and
(o e e 7,239 2,830 4,409

missing demographic items were coded and robuliucd
as not stated,

Population Estimates

The base populations used in computing rates arc
unpublished estimates for the U.S, civilian, noninstitu-
tionalized population as of July 1, 1971, provided by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census.

The population estimates for the United Statcs by
age and sex (table 1I) and by age and geographic region
(table IIl) are consistent with the estimates of the civilian
population published by the U,S, Bureau of the Census
in Curvent Population Reports, Series P-25, However,
they are not official population estimates of the U.,S,
Bureau of the Census, Estimates of the regional popu-
lations by age and sex were provided by the U,S, Bu-
reau of the Census specifically for use in the HDS for
computing rates,

General Qualifications

Rounding of numbers.-~Estimates of the number of
discharges and number of days of care were rounded to
the nearest thousand for tabular presentation, Percents

Table III. Civilian noninstitutional population by geographic region, sex, and age: United States,

July 1, 1971
- North
Sex and age All regions |[[Northeast Central South West
Total In thousands
All ages===m---colcmmcana . 202,090 48,818 56,310 62,376 34,586
Under 65 years-------ceeecammaaax 182,511 43,787 50,783 56,385 31,555
Under 15 years----—-—m—cmocaaaa_ 57,368 13,216 16,267 17,984 2,900
15-4l JEATS———mmmmmm——————— 83.252 19,708 23,076 25,795 14,673
45-64 years-~--eomcccmccmcnnaa- 41,891 10,863 11,440 12,606 6,982
65 years and over----m-memmmo—--- 19,579 5,031 5,527 5,991 3,030
Male
All ageS-e-vc-cecmmcmccaaae 97,330 23,400 27,358 29,818 16,754
Under 65 years--------cc—ccomaaao 89,131 21,341 25,024 27,302 15,464
Under 15 years--------—me—eem-- 29,227 6,744 8,296 9,145 5,042
15-44 years 39,992 9,486 11,237 12,228 7,041
45-64 years 19,912 5,111 5,491 5,929 3,381
65 years and over 8,199 2,059 2,334 2,516 1,290
Female
All ageS-=-m====—c——amcacccao— 104,760 25,418 28,952 32,558 17,832
Under 65 years-~=---eecccmeccaua- 93,379 22,446 25,759 29,083 16,091
Under 15 years------c-ccacaa-a- 28,141 6,472 7,971 8,839 4,858
15-44 years—---we--ececccmnanaa 43,259 10,222 11,839 13,567 7,632
45-64 yearS—---—---—-comcmccanao 21,979 5,752 5,949 6,677 3,601
65 years and over----ce—ce—cmamoo 11,380 2,972 3,193 3,475 1,741
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and rates were calculated on the basis of unrounded
ectimates, Due to rounding, detailed figures within
tables do not always add to totals,

Patient chavactevistics rot stated.—Age and/or sex
was not stated for less than 1 percent of all discharges.
However, color was not stated for approximately 12
percent of the patients discharged. The proportion of
sample hospital records with color not stated varied
considerably among the sample hospitals.

Reliability of Estimates

Estimates from sample surveys such as the Hospital
Discharge Survey are subject to two types of errors—
measurement or nonsampling errors and sampling
errors. Measurement errors can occur in a com-
plete count or census as well as in a sample survey.

Sampling errors, on the other hand, occur because
a sample instead of a complete count is taken,

Measuvement ervovs,——Measurement errors in-
clude those due to hospital nonresponse, missing ab-
stracts, information incompletely or inaccurately re-
corded on abstract forms, and processing errors, Some
of these have been discussed in earlier sections.

Sampling evvors,--The standard error in this sur-
vey is primarily a measure of the sampling variability
that occurs by chance because the estimates are based

Table IV. Approximate standard errors of per-
centages shown in this report for discharges:
patient characteristics classified by geo-
graphic region and for all hospitals

| Stundard errors for patient characteristics classified by size of hospital
are 1% times and by type of ownership are 3% times the standard
viiors shown in this table]

Estimate percent
Number of
discharges
(base of 2 4 |10 [20 | 30
percent) or |or Jor |or | or | 50
98 | 96 |90 |80 | 70
Standard error expressed in
percentage points
100,000--<-=-== 1.4 2,0 3.1 | 4.2} 4.8] 5.2
200,000~ ~==uu- 1,01 1.4 2.2¢3.0] 3.4| 3.7
600,000~==nw=m= 0.6 0,81.3(|1.7] 2,0f 2.1
1,000,000~~~~~~ 0.5(0,6]21,0)1.3] 1.5 1.7
2,000,000=~=~w~= 0.3 0.5{0,7{0.9{ 1L,1| 1,2
6,000,000===w=== 0.2{ 0.3] 0.4 0.5( 0.6] 0.7
10,000,000~~=~~ 0,1} 0,20.,3({0.41 0.5{ 0,5
20,000,000--=--- 0.1/ 0,1{0,2]0,3] 0.3 0.4
30,000,000-~-~~ 0.1/ 0,110.2]0.2] 0.3} 0.3
Illustration of use of table IV. Table 1

shows that 28.5 percent of the 9,011,000 white
male patients discharged during 1971 from all
hospitals were aged 45-64 years. Linear inter-
polation between the values shown in gable IV
will yield an approximate standard errdor of 0.5
percent for an estimate of 28.5 percent with a
base of 9,011,000.

on subsamples of discharges within a sample of short-
stay hospitals rather than on all discharges from all
short-stay hospitals, The relative standard error of
an estimate is obtained by dividing the standard error
of the estimate by the estimate itself and is expressed
as a percentage of the estimate,

The chances are about 68 out of 100 that the value
obtained in a complete enumeration is contained in the
interval represented by the estimate plus and minus
one standard error of the estimate; 95 out of 100 for
two standard errors; and 99 out of 100 for 2% standard
errors, Applying the illustration at the bottom of figure
I, the chances are about 68 out of 100 that the value
that would be obtained in a complete enumeration is
contained in the interval 3,887,000 + 5.1 percent of
3,887,000 (between 3,688,163 and 4,085,237); 99 out of
100 for the interval 3,887,000 + 5.1 percent of 3,887,000
multiplied by 2,5.

The standard error of one statistic is generally
different from that of another even when the two come
from the same survey, In order to derive standard
errors that would be applicable to a wide variety of
statistics and that could be prepared at a moderate
cost, a number of approximations were required, As a
result, figure Il and tables IV and V provide general

Table V. Approximate standard erxrrors of per-
centages shown in this report for days of

care: patient characteristics classified by
geographic region and for all hospitals

[Standard errors for patient characteristics classified by size of hospital
are 1% times and by type of ownership are 2% times the standard
errors shown in this table]

Estimated percent

Number of days
of care (base

2| 4 (10 |20 |30

of percent) or [or |[or Jor [oxr |50

98 |96 [90 |80 |70

Standard error expressed in
percentage points

1,000,000--=---~ 1.8) 2.6 4.0] 5.2] 6.0} 6.5
2,000,000~~-=-~~ 1.3]| 1.8} 2.8 3.7 4.2] 4.6
6,000,000--==~-~ 0.7| 1.0 1.6] 2.1] 2.4] 2.7
10,000,000-=~~~~ 0.6] 0.8|1.2| 1.6] 1.9] 2.1
20,000,000~~=--~ 0.2| 0.6 0.9} 1.2{1.3] 1.5
60,000, 000---=-~ 0.2] 0.3[ 0.5/ 0.7] 0.8] 0.8
100,000,000----~- 0.2| 0.3| 0.2] 0.5{ 0.6] 0.7
200,000,000-- -~ 0.1] 0,2] 0.3 0.4 0.4] 0.5
300,000,000~~~ 0.1] 0.1} 0.2 0.3| 0.3] 0.4

Illustration of wuse of table V: Table 12
shows that of the 22,449,000 days of care pro-
vided for males discharged during 1971 from
hospitals with 500 beds ormore 25.7 percent of
the days were utilized by patients 65 years and
over. Linear interpolation between the values
shown in tableV will yield an approximate stand-
ard error of 1,9 percent for an estimate of 25.7
percent with a base of 22,449,000.
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Figure Il. Approximate relative standard errors of estimated number of patients discharged for patient characteristics, by geographic region, and/or
size of hospital, and type of ownership and for all hospitals.
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Hlustration of use of figure II: As shown in table 2, an estimated 3,887,000 patients aged 15-44 years were discharged during 1971 within the South
Region. The relative standard error of this estimate as read from the line “Region and/or size groups" is approximately 5.1 percent: the standard er-

ror of 3,887,000 is 198,237 (5.1 percent of 3,887,000).

standard erors for a wide variety of estimates rather
than the specific error for any statistic.

The relative standard errors and approximate
standard errors of percentages that have beenprepared
for this report are applicabletoestimates of discharges
for patient characteristics (age, sex, color, and dis-
charge status, and cross-classifications, e.g., age by
sex) cross-classified by one of threehospital groupings
as follows: (1) by region (e.g., Northeast) and/or size
(e.g., 6-99 beds), (2) by type of ownership (e.g., govern~
ment), or (3) by hospitals summedover all regions, size
and ownership groups (all hospitals), The particular
figure or table to which onerefersto obtain a sampling
error is contingent upon both the type of estimate (e.g.,
discharges) and the hospital grouping with which thepa-
tient characteristic(s) is cross-classified. The proce-
dures that apply are as follows:

88

Approximate relative standard errors of esti-
mated number of discharges are obtained from
the curves shown on figure II,

Approximate relative standard errors of number
of days of care are obtained from the curves
shown in figure II1,

Approximate standard errors of estimatedper-
centages of discharges when the character-
istic(s) used to form the numerator of the per-
centage is a subclass of the denominator are
shown in table IV,

Approximate standard errors of estimated pex-
centages of days of care when the charac-
teristic(s) used to form the numerator is a
subclass of the denominator are shown intable V,



figure 111, Approximats relative standard errors of estimated number of davs of care for patient characteristics, by geographic region and/or size of
hospital, and type of ownership and for all hospitals.
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Hlustration of use of figure III: As shown in table 14, an estimated 2,559,000 days of care during 1971 were provided to patients aged 15-44 years in
proprietary hospitals. The relative standayd error of this estimate as read from the line “’Ownership groups” is approximately 22.0 percent: the stand-

.ard error Is 562,980 (22.0 percent of 2,559,000).

Approximate standard errors of average lengths
of stay can be calculated as in the following example:

Suppose the standard error (¢.) of the average
length of stay during 1971 for males aged 15-44 years
for all hospitals is desired. The estimated number of
discharges for this statistic is 3,467,000 (table 1) and
the estimated number of days of care is 23,866,000
(table 10).

, Number of days of care

L. =
et Number of discharge

_ X' 23,866,000 _
v’ = 3.467,000 = 6-9days

The relative standard error (v,» of 23,866,000 (from
all hospitals curve in figure III) 1s 2,9 percent, or .029
v,7.029% The relative standard error (V) of
3,467,000 (from all hospitals curve in figure II) is
3.2 percent, or .032% v, = (.032) The sample
correlation coefficient (r) which measures the close-
ness of the relation between the estimated number of
days of care and the estimated number of discharges has
been computed to be 0.75.

2 2 2
Vale V4 Vel =2rvy . v,
= (.029) + (032 — 1.5(.029 x .032)
= .00084 + .00102 — .00139 = .00047
Ve = /00047 = .022

Og = R'x Vg = 6.9 x .022 = 0.15 days
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APPENDIX I

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

Terms Relating to Hospitalization

Patient.—A person who is formally admitted to
the inpatient service of a short-stay hospital for ob-
servation, care, diagnosis, or treatment, In this re-
port the number of patients refers to the number of
discharges during 1971 including any multiple dis-
charges of the same individual from one short-stay
hospital or more. All newborn infants, defined as those
admitted by birth to the hospital, are excluded from
this report. "Inpatient" and "patient’ are used synony-
mously,

Patient under 1 year of age.-—Includes infants
admitted on the day of birth, directly or by transfer
from another medical facility, with or without mention
of a disease, disorder, or immaturity.

Dischavge.—The formal release of an inpatient by
a hospital, that is, the termination of a period of hos-
pitalization by death or by disposition to place of resi-
dence, nursing home, or another hospital. In this re-
port, "discharges" and 'patients (or inpatients) dis-
charged' are used synonymously,

Discharge vate,-—The ratio of the number of hos-
pital discharges during a year to the number of persons
in the civilian, noninstitutionalized population July 1
of that year.

Days of care,—The total number of inpatient days
accumulated at time of discharge by patients discharged
from short-stay hospitals during a year, A stay of less
than 1 day (inpatient admission and discharge on the
same day) is counted as 1 day in the summation of
total days of care. For patients admitted and discharged
on different days, the number of days of care is com-
puted by counting all days from (and including) the date
of admission to (but not including) the date of discharge.

Rate of days of care,-—The ratio of the number of
inpatient days accumulated at time of discharge by
patients discharged from short-stay hospitals during
a year to the number of persons in the civilian, non-
institutionalized population July 1 of that year,

Average length of stay.—The total number of in-
patient days accumulated at time of discharge by
patients discharged during 1971 divided by the number
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of patients discharged. "Average stay," "duration of
stay,” and "length of stay' are used interchangeably,

Hospitals and Hospital Characteristics

Short-stay hospitals.—General and short-term
special hospitals having six beds or more for inpatient
use and an average (mean) length of stay of less than
30 days. Federal hospitals and hospital units of in-
stitutions are not included. 'Hospitals" and "short-
stay hospitals" are used synonymously.

Size of hospital,—Measured by the number of beds,
cribs, and pediatric bassinets regularly maintained
(set up and staffed for use) for inpatients; bassinets
for newborn infants are not included, In this report the
classification of hospitals by bed size is based on the
number of beds at or near midyear reported by the
hospitals,

Location cf hospitals,—See "'Geographic region.”

Type of owneyship of hospital. —Refers to the type
of organization that controls and operates the hospital,
The hospitals are grouped as follows:

Voluntary hospitals,—Hospitals operated by a

church or another nonprofit organization,

Government hospitals, --Hospitals operated by State

or local governments,

Proprietary hospitals.—Hospitals controlled by in-

dividuals, partnerships, or corporations for profit,

Demographic Terms

Age,—~Refers to age at birthday prior to admis-
sion to the hospital inpatient service,

Color,—In this report patients are classified into
two groups, "white'" and "all other." The all other clas-
sification includes all categories other thanwhite; some
groups are too small to be presented separately for
statistical purposes. White includes Mexicanand Puerto
Rican unless specifically identified as all other,

Geographic region.—In this report hospitals are
classified by location according to the four geographic
regions of the United States which correspond to those
used by the U.S, Bureau of the Census,



States Included

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey
and Pennsylvania

North Central ~~--Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana,

Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa,
Missouri, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas

000

Delaware, Maryland, District

of Columbia, Virginia, West
Virginia, North Carolina,

South Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama,
Mississippi, Arkansas,

Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas
Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado,
New Mexico, Arizona, Utah,
Nevada, Washington, Oregon,
California, Hawaii, and Alaska
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VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATION SERIES

Originally Public Health Service Publication No. 1000

Scvies 1. Progvams and collection procedures.— Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions,
and other material necessary for understanding the data.

Sevies 2, Data cvalvation and methods vesearch,—Studies of new statistical methodology including: experi-
mental tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical
techoiques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory,

Serics 3, Analvlical shedies.—Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies basedon vital and health
statlstics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series,

Scrics A, Docmnenls and commitlee veporvts.—Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised
bicth and death certificates,

Svyies 10, Dala from ke Health Interview Suyvev.—Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use
of hospital, medical, dental, and other services, and other health-related topics, based on data
collected in a continuing national household interview sucvey,

Svvics 11, Dala jrom (he Health Examination Survey.—Data from direct examination, testing, and measure-
ment of naticnal samples of the civilian, noninstitutional population provide the basis for two types
of reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United
States and the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and paycho-
lagical characteristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without
reference to an explicit finite universe of persons,

Srrivs 12, Dala from the Institulional Population Surveys — Statistics relating to the health characteristics of
persona in institutions, and their medical, nursing, and personal care received, based on national
zamples of establishments providing these services and samples of the residents or patients.

Serics 13, Dalo from the Hospilal Dischavge Survey.—Statistics relating to dischiarged patients in short-stay
hospitals, based on @ sample of patient records in a national sample of hospitals,

Svrivs 11, Pala on kealth vesources: manpower and facilities,—Statistics on the numbers, geographic distci-
budon, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health
occupations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities,

Scvivs 20, Dala on movtality,—Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or
monthly reports—special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables, also
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