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Divorces increased in 1972 for the 10th con­
secutive year. Provisional data indicate a continued 
upward trend through 1974. 

For 1972 the national divorce total including 
annulments was 845,000, 9.3 percent above the 1971 
figure (773,000) and more than twice the total observed 
10 years earlier (413,000 in 1962). Divorce rates 
increased correspondingly. The divorce rate per 
1,000 total population was 4.1 in 1972, 3.7 in 1971, 
and 2.2 in 1962. Similarly, the rate per 1,000 married 
women was 17.0, 15.8, and 9.4 for the respective 
years. 

The number of divorces and the divorce rate 
per 1,000 total population increased from 1971 to 
1972 in all regions and divisions for which kforma­
tion is available and in almost al.I States (the number 
and rate declined in Arizona and the rate decreased 

DIVORCE RATES: UNITED STATES, 1920-72 
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in Delaware and did not change in West Virginia 
and California). 

For the divorce-registration area . (DRA), the 
median duration of marriage at time of decree was 
6.7 years for the third consecutive year (table 3). 
This median was higher in 1972 than in 1971 in 
nine reporting States, lower in” 17 States, and showed 
no change in three States. 

The number of chiklren under 18 years of 
age whose parents were divorced was 1,021,000 in 
1972 (table 4). This is the first year that more than 
1 million children were affected by divorce. This 
number was 7.9 percent above that of the preceding 
year (946,000 in 1971) and 92 percent above the 
comparable figure 10 years earlier (532,000 in 1962). 
In spite of the growth in the total number of children, 
their average number per decree was the lowest 
since 1960, 1.20 compared with 1.22 children per 
decree in 1970 and 1971 and 1.36 in 1964, the highest 
average number of children per decree on record. 
The distribution of divorces by the reported number 
of children under 18 years of age is shown in table 
5 for the DRA and every reporting State. 

DIVORCES AND CHILDREN INVOLVED: 
UNITED STATES, 1958-72. 
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Table 1. DNORCES AND RATES UNITED STATES, EACH REGION, DNISION, AND STATE, 1970-72 

“[Date.
eremnts of decrees granted (Includinsreworted muI.menta d.di.B.l.tfm .f=iage) s.ppliedbr St@.teSeXC@ ssn.ted. Fi2ure8for <he&&&­

,egistrationSte.teadiffer slight fm those based on sample data shown in table 5. Rates per 1,000 pc.pvlationin each area estimatedan of JcLy 1, J.671and 1672 8

and enuaerntedea .f April 1, 1970
T


~ Number I Rate Number 
Region, diViSiOU, Region, division, 

and state and State 

t- 3.972 .7.971 1970 1972 ,971 1970 1972 1971 

* 
773,Ooc 3.7 3.5 Went North Central-con.


~saomi 20,699 19,643 17,.952 4.4 4.1 3.s


3= T North Dakob 1,29S 1,161 985 2.0 1.9 1.6

101, Ooc 86,000 2.4 2.0 1.8 South D9kote----------------- 1,627 1,403 1,357 2.4 2.1 2.0

204,000 186,000 3.6 3.3 3.3 4,394 4,013 3,712 2.9 2.7 2.5

269,ooc 1242,000 4.6 13.9 KanBaa ---------------------- 9,925 9,461 .9,7s5 4.4 4.2 3.9


Weft------------------------- , 199,000 194,000 15.7 & : 5.6 South Atlentic: 
- Defame 1,836 1,630 1,732 3.2 3.3 3.2 
Northe.8t: Marylend 1.1,520 10,060 9,252 2.6 2.5 2.4 
New EW@Irl 33,4S0 29,755 23,807 2.6 2.5 2.2 Diz?trictof C.sltrobi& 3,324 2,626 2,266 4.4 3.5 3.0 
Middle Atlantic 85,696 71,107 59,660 2.3 1.9 1.6 Vir@.ni8 14,155 13,261 11,879 3.0 2.8 2.6 

North Central.: West Virginia--------------- 6,27o 6,17s 5,564 3.5 3.5 3.2 
East North Centm.12---------- 1.37,093 145,3m I-29,626 * * * North Carolina 17,277 L5,330 13,7cQ 3.3 3.0 2.7 
West North Central 56,664 53,Ols 46,169 3.4 3.2 3.0 South Carolin 7,646 6,657 5,829 2.s 2.5 2.3 

South: 2e0rgi&-------------------- 22,044 20,245 18,649 4.7 4.3 4.1 
South Atlantic 135,742 119,936 106,103 4.3 3.6 3.5 Florida--------------------- 51,677 43,726 37,2Ci9 7.0 6.2 5.5 
East South Central 61,510 54,472 50,607 4.7 4.2 4.0 East Sonth Central: 
West South Centrw.l 2103,749 94,375 %2, 747 25.2 4.6 * Ke”titiy 11,654 11>141 10,6S4 3.6 3.4 3.3 

west: 
Mmtain2-— 57,266 53,666 46,995 * * 5.9 

Temes se+------------------ 20,601 
Alabenm--------------------- 18,958 

17,490 
16,905 

16,623 
16,1m 

5.1 
5.4 

4,4 
4.9 

4.1 
4.4 

pacific 14S,975 143,S40 144,696 5.5 5.3 5.5 fi,sis*imi 10,C97 6,936 8,21.1 4.5 4.0 3.7 
New En@nd: West South Central: 
Maine----------------------- 4,157 3,925 3,s33 4.1 3.9 3.9 Arkansas 14,499 lc,959 29,310 7.2 6.7 24.e 
New Sw&whi,+--------------- 3,196 2,941 2,433 4.1 3.9 3.3 Lnlisienn %0, 616 9,431 23,065 22.8 2.6 
Vernon% 1,253 1,171 1,628 2.7 2.6 2.3 oklaha&4------------------- 18,229 16,417 16,842 6.S 6.3 6.} 
Maasachu8ettB 14,441. 12,661 10,994 2.5 2.2 1.6 Texas----------------------- 60,343 55,56L3 51,530 3.2 4.6 4.6 
Rhode Tslmd 2,019 1,803 1,697 2.1 1.9 1.6 Mountain: 
Comectia%----------------- 6,41.5 7,034 5,612 2.7 2.3 1.9 Montae 3,6G2 3,366 3,047 5.0 4.8 4.4 

Middle Athmtic: la&O 3,647 3,664 3,612 3.1 5.0 5.1 
New York --------------------- 40,9cr2 33,101 26,404 2.2 1.6 1.4 Wyoming 2,216 1,986 1,797 6.4 5.8 5.4 
New Jersw 17,495 1.2,.996 10,634 2.4 1.6 1.5 Colorado E, 604 11,609 10,400 5.3 5.2 4.7 
Fm8ylmiG 27,501 25,1.10 22,622 2.3 2.1 1.9 New Mexico’ 5,259 34,580 4,375 4.3 

East North Central: tiizons 413,197 414.596 312,714 6.~ 7.; 7.2 
Ohio------------------------ 44,613 42,166 39,302 4.2 3.9 3.7 Utah 4,904 4;419 3,912 4.4 4.0 3.7 
bdimbs--------------—----- 22,9U2 22,266 Li,153 * * * Nevada---------------------- 11,ffio 9,474 9,136 21.9 16.5 18.7 
Imnoia 43,092 40,136 36,430 3.6 3.6 3.3 Pacific, 
%Chigm 35,634 31,7s0 29,993 4.0 3.5 3.4 WBShin@On 20,51.3 19,207 17,867 6.0 5.6 5.2 
Wisconsin 10,492 6,927 8,930 2.3 2.0 2.0 Omega---— 1.1,706 10,667 9,583 5.4 5.0 4.6 

West North Central: Califonli*----------------- 1.lo,71s 10s,309 11.2,942 5.4 5.4 5.7 
Mimesot+ 10,250 6,545 2.5 2.2 Alaska---------------------- 2,147 1,74s 1,695 6.6 5.6 5.6 
Ion------------------------ 6,471 7,772 2.7 2.5 W8waii 3,.991 3,691 2,589 4.6 4.7 3.4 

I I I I 
@ 

lFi&wes include estimates. ‘Data ere incomplete. %ta are for divorce record.?filed. %ta are for divorce records filed for wine counties. 

Table2. DIVORCESANDANNULMENTSANDRATE&O'NITEDSTATES,l95O-72 Table 3. MEDIAN DURATION OF MARRLAGE PRIOR TO DIVORCE OR m+


the Unite’3Stetes. .41wkaincl@ed NULMEN!C DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REGISTRATION[Data ref&-onlytc events c,ccurrin.gtithin 
beginningtith 1959 and Hawaii with 1660] STATE, 1970-72 

[m.sed on maple data. Median8 Cc5puted on data by 8i@e Yem, eXCIUdlIIgd.­
r.tion of muriaue not stated. Tn. divorce-rsuistrntion area included 28Rate per l,COO1— 
States in 1970 an~ 29 States in 1971 and 19721 -

Divcmcw 
Year and 

annulment.Total tied women 

population	
15 years kdiam duratim of zmrriag.s 
snd over 

Area 

1972 1671 1670

.972------------------------------ 645,000 4.1 17.0

.971------------------------------ 773,000 3.7 1.5.6

.972------------------------------ 708,000 3.3 14.9 Divorce-regintantionarea------------------ 6.7 6.7 6.7


_

.966 659,ODO 3.2 I.&4

.966 584,000 2.9 12.5 Alabama------------------------------------------ 5,0 5.4 5.3 
.967 523,000 2.6 1.1.2 Ua8k&------------------------------------------ 5.6 5.2 5.4 

calif0lnia--------------------------------------- 6.9 s.9 6.6 
1966------------------------------ 499,000 2.5 10.9 Cmectia% —-.. ------.----.----...-....--..’---- 8.1 6.7 6.6 
1665 479.000 2.5 10.6 Georg&----------------------------------------- 5.4 5.3 5.4 
1964------------------------------ 2.4 10.0 Hawaii 6.1 6.8 7.2 
1963------------------------------ 426;000 2.3 9.6 4.7 5,0 4.6 
1962------------------------------ 413,000 2.2 9.4 llltioi 6.1 6,4 6.6 
1961------------------------------ 414,000 2.3 9.6 5.9 5.6 5.6 

5.0 5.1 5.1 
196C------------------------------ 393,000 2.2 9.2 5.9 5.7 5.7 
1959 395,000 2.2 9.3 8.6 6.6 6.8 
1959 36’6,000 2.1 8.9 MiChimn---------------------—------------------ 6.4 6.9 7.0 
1957------------------------------ 361,000 2.2 9.2 5.4 5.5 5.4 
195s------------------------------ 392,000 2.3 9.4 
1935 377,000 2.3 9.3 h!ontma 5.1 5.3 5.1 

Nebraska----------------------------------------- 6.3 6.2 6.0 
1954------------------------------ 379,000 2.4 9.5 New York 8.e 9.3 9.3 
1953------------------------------ 390,000 2.5 9.9 6.3 6.5 6.3 
1952------------------------------ 392,000 2.3 la 1 OregOn 5.7 5.7 5.s 
1951------------------------------ 361,000 2.5 6.9 Pennsylve.nia 8.3 7.6 6.1 
195C------------------------------ 365,000 2.6 10.3 Blode Island 6.2 6.7 9.2 

South CarOlin&----------------------------------

lD&ta me based on population enumerated as of April 1 for 1950, 1960, and 
1970, and estimtecla. of July 1 for all other J.eaI.8. 

South Dakota-------------------------------------

Utah 

1: 
5.6 
4.9 

;:: 
5.5 
4.7 

Vemt------------------------------------------ 8.0 9.1 
Virgtiis 7.6 8.3 
Wimalldn---------------------------------------- 7.6 7.7 

4.7 4.9 
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Table 4. ESTIMATED NUMBER OF CRILDREN INVOLVED IN DIVORCES 

.ThIs report presents summary tabulations from the final divorce AND ANNULMENT* UNITED STATES, 1954-72 

sfstist.cs for 1972. More detailed tabulations for 1972 will be published [Eefersonly to events occurring within the United States. For 196C-72 es­

in Wal Skztistics of the United .5Wes, Volwm 111-.Wawia~e and	 timated fmn frequenties based an savle; for all other years estimated 
flvm total Cov+

Dirm?_ce. Prior to rbe publication of rhat volume, the National Center 
for Health Statistics will respond to requests for unpublished data 
whenever possible. Estbr.ated	 Werwe :stimated Average 

mbcr of uzrber of umber of 
‘e= IRR:’	 :hildren 

Yem 
:h,ildren children 

m decree .nvolvea er decree 

1967----------

. 
19721--------- 1,CEl,Oft3 1.20 1963= 562,020 1.31 

19711--------- 946,CYYI 1.22 196’%------- 532,000 1.29 

19701 870,Q29 1.22 1961=--—---- 51a,coo 1.25 

1969---------- 849,m9 1.31 lam--------- 4a3,rno 1.1!3 

196&--------- /84,0co 1.3-4 1959 468,0!30 1.18 
195’3--------- 39s,020 1.06 

em 1.34 1957--------- 379,030 0.997CJ1,

19m---------- 669,002 1.3’4 1952--------- 361,03’2 0.95


19a3---------- 630,0’30 1.32 1955--------- 347,030 0.92


19642 q 009 1.56 1954--------- 341,020 0.90
I
‘Estimates are based onDFA frequencies insteadof the 16 States pmviouzly


used.

%evimd.


Table 5. DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS BY NUMBER OF CRfLDREN REPORTED DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACE REGISTRATION 
STATE, 1972 

@ased on m!uple data. Data relate to children under M wms of @Je %Tcept as notedl 

All mnber of children rewrtea 
4ivm-ce3 

Area 
and 

annulments 1 2 4 S or more :Totstatea 

Divorce-rwi stration are& 496,437 El, 785 83,959 43,C31 1s,103 1.2,235 20,428

— — —


Alabw 19,G20 6,460 4,a40 3,000 1,290 690 2,660 

Am.ske 2,151 8S3 513 402 170 91 27 
California U.0,500 44,740 25,790 19,830 8,s30 3,0s3 6,75o 

Comecticut------------------------------ 8,41.2 2,67o 1,352 1,7s0 949 424 502 

rlorbtia----------------------------------- 22,013 8,950 5,ao3 3,833 1,635 695 920 

3,895 1,313 956 774 427 2’39 33 
3,846 1,680 eas a64 334 ?.32 62 68 

Illinois 43,6?0 17,3.30 10,49Cl 7,290 3,920 1,730 1,370 1,690 
8,466 2,832 2,02s 1,536 854 422 320 30s‘rO.xn-------------------------------------


Ianca:-----------------------------------9,$28 4,CC5 ~>=4 1,766 s72 43”9 266 196


Tenticbz .4.949 543 310 375 

,:;2?5 *:.] 280 1,250 
!,UCMWI ,2,s33 2,67!2 1,?:3 76’> 430 

9,L?5 1,6E 625 405 1Q3 

Mmtmt!--------------------------- 1,4E0 527 143 107 58 

iMwMm 4,4W 1,590 1,1.24 473 13 3.32 

I:cw ,?or$z .4cl,9m 15’, 0?3 1CJ,170 3,72C 1,64> 1,D2,9 

44,78n 16,2S! 11,779 4,020 2,123 1,5s0 
Oregon ------------------------------------ m, 0%s 3,970 2,5Q3 870 325 180 580 
Pemwlmi&----------------------------- 9,020 6,610 2,8411 l,r.lo 633 1,66027,490


wy0nfLn6----------------------------------


8h0de Island 2,018 667 463 434 213 9C 70 59 
South CamMm--------------. ---.------., 7,642 2,9S2 2,02s 1,356 71!3 324 136 78 
South Dakot& -----------------------------, 1,633 567 42Cl 303 199 76 70 1 

20,S90 e,635 5,555 3,325 1,X25 710 430 430 
4,e84 1,672 l,no 8S2 524 228 182 286 

1,253 366 271 276 1.37 85 66 32 
VirEini*--------------------------------- 14,170 5,6o5 3,860 2,595 1,160 470 395 8S 
lriccOnsin 10,1s6 3,34e 2,444 2,182 l,llz au 488 32 

2,236 921 549 43.3 1s9 103 39 20 

‘Data are for number of children affected by decrcc.
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TECHNICAL NOTES ?---

Place and Time of Occurrence Divorce Sampies 

Divorces and annulments are shown in all tables by State Sample data used ta estimate the 1972 frequencies in 
where decree wss granted, which is also the State of legal table 5 and the frequencies used to compute median duration 
residence of the plsintfff. The time of divorce or annulment of marrfage for 1970-72 in table 3 were selected by using 
is based on tbe date the decree was granted. four dffferent sampling 

annual divorce total for 
Sources of Data	 or 100 percent of the 

were selected only from 
Figures in tables 1 and 2 are based on totals of divorce divorce-registration area. 

or annulment decrees tabulated and reported by States and Ssmpling errors are 
counties. Figures in tables 3 and 5 are based on probability which constitute 1, 10, 

rates, dependfng on the size of the 
a State. The rates were 10, 20, 50, 

divorces granted in a State. Samples 
the States that participated in tbe 

given. in the “table for the estimates 
25, 50, 75, 90, and 99 percent of the 

samples of divorce and annulment records that were coded annual divorce totals. These s~pling errors are gLven for 
and tabulated in this of33ce. the divorce-registration area and each registration State for 

Figures in table 4 were estimated by using several methods. 1972 data and only for the divorce-registration area for 1970 
Estimates for 1954-59 were prepared on the assumption that and 1971 data. 
the average number of children per decree for the Nstion 
was identfcal with that for tbe reporting States. The figure 
for 1960 was based on a nationwide sample. Figures for 1961-72 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 
were prepsred by multiplying the national divorce total by

the sverage number of children per decree found in tbe combined

States with satisfactory reporting of tbe num”ber of children. Data not available


There were 16 such States in 1961-69, all 28 registration States Category not applicable . . .


in 1970, and all 29 registration States in 1971-72. Quantity zero -

Quantity more than O but less than 0.05------------- 0.0 
Figure does not meet standards, of reliability y or 

precision * 

‘SAMPLJNG ERROR OF ESTIMATED FREQUENCY EXPRESSED 
AS PERCENTAGE OF AREA TOTAL DIVORCE-REGISTRA­
TION AREA, 197’0-72 AND THE 29 REGISTRATION STATES, 
1972 

@gura@ for Alaeka,Sswrd.i,Montana,RhodeIsland,SouthDakota,

Vsnront,andWJominghave no samplingerrorsbecauses1l records

were tabulateij


Samplingerror of edr,imated 
?requencyexpressedas percentage 

of areatotalhea and YSar 

or 99 LOor 90


# 

I 

1 

@’

1 

Divorce-registration
ares:

1972 (29StatsB)-----------

1971 (29States)-------—--

1970 (28States)-----------


RegistrationStates,1972:

Alsbsms

A3.ask&--------------------

Ca.llfonlia

Connecticut

Georgia

Mwaii--------------------­

zatiO


Illino&-------------------

Iona

Kansas

Ksntuc&------------------

Mal’ylati

Michigan

Ussoti-----------------.-

Montana

Nebrsaks-------------------

New York

Ohio

o~g~n---------------------
Pennsylvania

RhodeIsland

southCs.mlina

SouthDakota--------------­

!kmne,see

Utah

Vermont

Virginia

Wisconsin

Wycmling


189 569 821 94a

176 532 767 886

171 517 746 861


41 124 179 206 
. . . ... ... ... 
99 m 432 499 
9 28 40 46 
30 89 129 146 

. .. ... ... ... 
6 19 27 31 
62 1s7 269 31J. 
9 28 40 46 

10 m 43 50 
22 65 94 109 
21 64 93 lu7 
71 213 337 354 
29 86 125 -L44 

. .. ... ... ... 
7 20 29 33 
60 182 263 303 
63 190 275 317 
24 72 104 121 
49 149 2X5 249 
... ... ... ... 
9 26 38 44 

. .. ... ... ... 
29 86 124 144 
7 21 30 35 

... ... ... ... 
24 71 lu3 119 
10 31 45 52 
... ... ... ... 
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