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Divorces increased in 1972 for the 10th con-
secutive year. Provisional data indicate a continued
upward trend through 1974,

For 1972 the national divorce total including
annulments was 845,000, 9.3 percent above the 1971
figure (773,000) and more than twice the total observed
10 years earlier (413,000 in 1962), Divorce rates
increased correspondingly. The divorce rate per
1,000 total population was 4.1 in 1972, 3.7 in 1971,
and 2.2 in 1962, Similarly, the rate per 1,000 married
women was 17,0, 15.8, and 9.4 for the respective
years,

The number of divorces and the divorce rate
per 1,000 total population increased from 1971 to
1972 in all regions and divisions for which informa-
tion is available and in almost all States (the numbexr
and rate declined in Arizona and the rate decreased
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in Delaware and did not change in West Virginia
and California).

For the divorce-registration area - (DRA), the
median duration of marriage at time of decree was
6.7 years for the third consecutive year (table 3).
This median was higher in 1972 than in 1971 in
nine reporting States, lower in 17 States, and showed
no change in three States,

The number of children under 18 years of
age whose parents were divorced was 1,021,000 in
1972 (table 4), This is the first year that more than
1 million children were affected by divorce. This
number was 7.9 percent above that of the preceding
year (946,000 in 1971) and 92 percent above the
comparable figure 10 years earlier (532,000 in 1962),
In spite of the growth in the total number of children,
their average number per decree was the lowest
since 1960, 1.20 compared with 1.22 children per
decree in 1970 and 1971 and 1.36 in 1964, the highest
average number of children per decree on record.
The distribution of divorces by the reported number
of children under 18 years of age is shown in table
5 for the DRA and every reporting State.
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Table 1. DIVORCES AND RATES: UNITED STATES, EACH REGION, DIVISION, AND STATE, 1970-72

;[Data are counts of decrees granted (including reported ennulmenta and dissolutlions of marriege) supplied by States except as noted. Figures for the Ei;rsrée..

registration States differ slightly from those based on sample data shown in table S.

and enumerated sa of April 1, 197¢)

Rates per 1,000 population in each area estimated as of July 1, 4971 and 1572

Number Rate Number Rete
Region, divisien, Region, division,
end State and State
1972 1971 1970 1972 | 1971 | 1970 1972 1871 1970 | 1972 | 1971 | 1970
United Stateslemmmmmmmcam 845,000 | 773,000| 708,000 4.1} 3.7 3.5 || West North Centrel--Con. :
Mi880UT mmmmmn e 20,699 | 19,643 17,852} 4.4f 41| 3.8
Reglon: North Dakota-w - 1,298 1,181 985 2.0 Lol 1.8
TOrtheastm —=-=m=mmmm-— mmmmm--| 119,000 101,000{ 86,000{ 2.4{ 2.0| 1.8 South DaKotammmmmmmimmmammmn 1,627 1,403 1,357| 2.4 2.1 2.0
North Centrallememmmm—am-n---| 218,000 204,000 | 186,000{ 3.8 3.5| 3.3 Nebr 4,394 4,013 3,712 29 2.7} 2.5
South: 301,000 | 269,000 %242,000 | 4.6| 42| 3.9 Ki 9,925 9,461 8,785] 4.4f 4.2{ 3.9
West 207,000 | 1199,000 | 194,000 | 5.7 | *5.6| 5. South Atlantic:
DE LAWY @rremmmmem e - 1,836 1,830 1,732 3.2 3.3 3.2
Northeast: Moryland--- meme | 11,520 10,060 9,252] 2.8 2.5 2.1
33,480 29,755 | 25,807 2.8| 25| 2.2 District of Columbia~- 3,324 2,629 2,268 4.4 35| 3.0
85,8981 71,107 | 59,860 23| 1.9 1.6 VATgIndg-mmremmamnna—— 14,155 | 13,261 | 11,879] 3.0| 2.8 2.6
North Central: West Virginie~ 6,270 6,178 5,584 3.5/ 35| 32
Eagt North CentralZeeme--c---| 157,093 | 145,305 | 120,828 * * North Carolina-= 17,277 | 15,350 13,702] 3.3 3.0f 2.7
West North Centralemwmmww----| 56,664| 53,018| 48,169 3.4 3.2] 3.0 South CATOLings-memmmmm=om. 7,646 6,657 5,829| 2.8/ 2.5] 2.5
South: Georglamme-= 22,044 | 20,245| 18,649 4.7} 43| 4.l
South Atlentigemmemmemmmesmwes | 135,749 | 119,938 | 106,103 4.3 3.8 3.5 Floridasm-- 51,877 | 43,728| 37,208 7.0| &2 5.5
East South Centrale—-e-: - 61,510 54,472 50,807 4.7 4.2 4. Eest South Central
West South Centrale-- --| 103,749 | 94,375 | ®ae,747 | 2| 4 Kentucky-mmm-mwmmmmmmme—nmm= | 11,8541 11,121 10,664 3.68] 3.4] 3.3
West: T 20,601 | 17,490] 16,625| 5.1} 4.4 4.1
n? 57,288 | 63,888 | 48,995 * % 5 Alsb 18,958 | 16,905 | 15,109 5.4 4.9] 4.4
POCLTACmmmrm mem e e | 148,975 | 143,640 | 144,696 5.5 s5.3] 5. MiSELEEAPPL-mmmm i | 10,007 8,936 8,211 4.5 40| 3.7
New England: West South Central:
Main 4,157 3,925 3,855 41| 39] 3.9 Ark 14,499 | 12,959 | Z9,310| _7.2| 6.7] a8
New Hempshire--=mmewus-= R 3,196 2,941 2,433 | 41| 39| 33 Lounisi 210,618 9,431 25,065| 22.8| 2.6 *
L 1,253 1,171 1,028| 27| 2.6 2.3 Cklehome*emmmemwmmmamae ---- | 18,289 | 16,417 16,8¢2| &.9| 6.3] 6.8
M, b 14,441 | 12,8811 10,994 25| 2.2] Ls Te 60,343 | 55,568 | 51,550 5.2\ 4.8| 4.6
Rhode ISLanGem-rmmmmm - 2,018 1,803 1,687 | 2.1 1.9{ 1.8
Connecticutmme - 8,415 7,054 5,812 271 2.3] L9 3,609 3,366 3,047 5.00 4.8 4.4
Middle Atlantic: 3,847 3,664 5,612| 5.1] 5.0 5.1
NeW Yorkemmmmmmrmmmam 40,902 | 33,10L | 26,404| 2.2| ..8{| 1.4 2,218 1,988 1,797 6.4i 5.8] 5.4
TeW Jersey=mmmmmmmmnn 17,495 | 12,896 | 10,834 | 2.4| 1.8| 1.5 - 12,604 | 11,809 | 10,400) 5.3} 5.2| 4.7
Penngylvanigem-=-me=mcmwme=w- | 27,501 | 25,110 | 22,622 | 2.3| 2.1 1.9 New Mexico®. - 5,250 | 94,580 4,375 * | 4.3
East North Centrel: Arizong-- m—eemww | 413,207 | 414,588 | %12,714| 6.7] 7.9) 7.2
o 44,673 | 2,186 | 39,302 | 4.2 39| 3 Uteh 4,904 4,419 3,912| 4.2] 4.0 3.7
Indiena?omammmmmme e [ 22,902 | 22,266 { 15,153 * * Nevadammmmmmumammmmemammana= [ 11,650 9,474 9,138 21.9| 18.5| 18.7
T1linoi 43,092 | 40,136 | 36,450 | 3.8| 36| 3.3 | Pacific:
Michlgan--=memmmemmmman=. 35,954 | 31,790 | 29,995 4.0 35| 3 WaBhiIngton-mmmmmemmmamnemnn | 20,513 | 19,207 | 17,887| 6.0f 5.6| 5.2
Wiseonsin-mmrmrme——— 10,492 8,927 8,930 | 2.5| 2.0] 2. Oreg; 11,706 | 10,687 9,583| s.4| 5.0 4.6
West North Central: Californig~emmem~moanaw—mewn | 110,718 | 108,309 | 112,942 Se4 S.4 5.7
Minnesot 10,250 9,545 8,200 | 2.6| 25| 2 Alask 2,147 1,748 1,695] 6.6 5.6 5.6
To 8,471 7,772 7,088 29| 27| 2 T 3,891 3,691 2,589 4.8 4.7 3.4

Irigures include estimates.

2Dpta ere incomplete.

3Data are for diverce records filed.

Table 2. DIVORCESAND ANNULMENTS ANDRATES: UNITED STATES, 1950~72

[Data refer only to events occurring within the United Staetes. Almska included
beginning with 1959 and Hewali with 1960]

Rate per 1,000—
Divorces
Year and
anmiments Total Married women
‘population an dy over
1872 845,000 4.1 17.0
1971 773,000 3.7 15.8
1970 708,000 3.5 14.9
1969 639,000 3.2 13. 4
1968 584,000 2.9 12.5
1967 £23, 000 2.6 1.2
1966 499,000 2.5 10.9
1965. 479,000 2.5 10.8
1964 450,000 2.4 10.0
1963; 428,000 2.3 9.8
1962 413,000 2.2 9.4
1961 414,000 2.3 9.6
1960- 393,000 2.2 9.2
1959 395,000 2.2 8.3
1958 368,000 2.1 8.9
1957 381,000 2.2 .2
1956. 382,000 2.3 9.4
1955. 377,000 2.3 9.3
1954 379,000 2.4 9.5
1953 390,000 2.5 9.9
1952 392,000 2.5 10.1
1951 381,000 2.5 9.9
1950- 385,000 2.6 10.3

Date are besed on population enumerated as of April 1 for 1950, 1960,

1970, end estimeted as of July 1 for all other years.

and

“Data are for divorce records filed for some counties.

Table 3, MEDIAN DURATION OF MARRIAGE PRIOR TO DIVORCE OR AN~
NULMENT: DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REGISTRATION

STATE, 1970-72

[Based on pemple data. Medians computed on data by single yesrs, excluding du-

retion of merriage not stated.

States in 1970 and 29 States in 1971 and 1972

The divorce-registration area iIncluded 28

Median duration of merriage

Area
1972 1971 1970

Divorce~registretion areaswremmmummemeenemm 6.7 6.7 6.7
Alab 5.0 5.4 Se3
Alask 5.6 5.2 5.4
Californi 6.9 6.9 6.8
Connecticut. a1 8.7 8.6
Georgia- 5.4 5.3 5.4
Hawaii 6.1 6.8 7.2
Ideho. 4.7 5,0 4.6
Tllinod 61 6. 4 6.6
Tow 5.9 5.8 5.6
K 5.0 8.1 S.1
Kentuck 5.9 5.7 8.7
Maryland 8.6 8.6 8.8
Michi 6, 4 6.9 7.0
Missouri 5.4 5.5 S.4
Montan! 5.1 5.3 5.1
lebrask 6.3 €.2 6.0
New York 8.8 9.3 9.3
Ohio 6.3 6.5 6.3
Orego: 5.7 5.7 5.9
Pennsylvani 8.3 .6 8.1
Rhode Islend 8.2 8.7 9.2
South Caroli: 7.0 7.1 ——
South Dakot 5.9 5.8 5.9
T¢ 5.6 5.5 5.6
Uteh 49 4.7 5.3
Vermor 8.0 9.1 8.3
Virgini 7.8 8.3 7.7
Wi ph 7.8 7.7 7.9
Wyoming: 4.7 4.9 4.6
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“Tnis report presents summary tabulations from the final' divoxce
statist.cs for 1972, More detailed tabulations for 1972 will be published
in Vital Statistics of the United States, Volume IlI-Marriage and
Divorce, Prior to the publication of that volume, the National Center
for Health Statistics will respond to requests for unpublished data
whenever possible,

3

Table 4. ESTIMATED NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVOLVED IN DIVORCES
AND ANNULMENTS: UNITED STATES, 1954-72

[Eefers only to events occurring within the United States.
timated from freguencies baced on sample;

from totel counts]

For 1960-72 es-
for all other years estimated

Estimated | Average Estimated | Averege

Year number of | number of Year mmber of |number of

children children children children
involved |per decree involved |per decree
1,021,000 .20 562,000 1.31
946,000 1.22 532,000 1.29
870,27 1.22 516,000 1.28
840,070 1.31 463,000 1.18
1968mmcmmnm s 184,000 1.34 468,000 1.18
398,000 1,08
1967==. T0L, 009 1.34 379,000 0.99
1966--. ££3,000 1.34 361,000 0.95
1965=~ 630,000 1.32 | 1955acmmmwrnn 347,020 0.92
19642 ncmmmenn 613,000 1.36 | 1954~-~ - 341,000 0.90
1pstimates are based on DRA frequencies instead of the 16 Stetes previously

useg.
“FReviced.

Table 5. DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN REPORTED: DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REGISTRATION
STATE, 1972

[Ea.sed on sample deta. Data relate to children umder 18 years of age except as noted]

All Taumter of children reported
divorces
Area and
annulments Tione 1 2 3 4 § or more Not stated

Divorce-registration arco~-eeeeweaw-w 496,437 153,957 121,785 £2,923 43,031 18,103 12,233 20,4838
Alab: 19,020 6,450 4,640 3,000 1,290 690 280 2,660
Alas} 2,151 895 513 402 170 91 63 27
Californi: 110,500 44,740 25,730 19,830 8,530 3,030 1,780 6,750
Conneeticut: 8,412 2,670 1,852 1,750 943 424 266 502
Georgi. 22,015 8,950 5,605 3,835 1,655 695 358 920
Hewail 5,895 1,313 956 774 427 208 181 35
Tdsho™ 3,846 1,680 886 664 334 132 82 68
I1linoi 43,620 17,130 10,490 7,290 3,920 1,730 1,370 1,690
To 8,466 2,822 2,095 1,626 &54 420 320 303
K 9,323 4,008 2,734 1,765 872 433 266 196
Frenturky 11,870 4,340 2,532 1,588 845 848 310 375
Yaryland 11,825 4,875 2,878 1,280 818 47 230 1,250
Michipan 24,807 2,830 5,729 4,750 2,870 1,223 760 480
Higsourd 20, B85 9,188 5,325 3,425 1,675 €25 405 105
Nont 3,518 1,450 874 37 a7 145 107 59
Nebr 4,478 1,820 1,122 kil 473 128 1.2 10
Tiew Yor 40,970 15,029 10,170 7,770 3,720 1,642 1,720 1,530
Ohto 44,780 16,280 11,779 8,733 14,080 2,120 1,550 250
Oregon 10,085 3,870 2,500 1,680 870 325 180 580
Fennsylvani 27,430 9,020 £,810 5,420 2,840 1,110 630 1,660
Rhode Island 2,018 667 463 454 215 20 70 59
South Caroli 7,642 2,952 2,086 1,356 710 84 1358 8
South Dekot 1,633 567 422 00 133 7% 70 1
T 20,580 8,635 5,555 3,385 1,505 710 430 430
Utah 4,834 1,672 1,110 832 524 228 182 286
Vermont 1,253 366 271 276 157 a5 €6 32
Virgini 14,170 5,805 3,860 2,595 1,160 470 395 85
Wizconsin 10,185 3,346 2,444 2,162 1,112 612 483 32
Wyoming: 2,235 921 549 415 189 103 39 20

1Data are for mmber of children affected by decree.
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Place and Time of Occurrence

Divorces and annulments are shown in all tables by State
where decree was granted, which is also the State of legal
residence of the plaintiff. The time of divorce or annulment
is based on the date the decree was granted.

Sources of Data

Figures in tables 1 and 2 are based on totals of divorce
or annulment decrees tabulated and reported by States and
counties, Figures in tables 3 and 5 are based on probability
samples of divorce and annulment records that were coded
and tabulated in this office.

Figures in table 4 were estimated by using several methods.
Estimates for 1954-59 were prepared on the assumption that
the average number of children per decree for the Nation
was identical with that for the reporting States., The figure
for 1960 was based on a nationwide sample, Figures for 1961-72
were prepared by multiplying the national divorce total by
the average number of children per decree found in the combined
States with satisfactory reporting of the number of children.
There were 16 such States in 1961-69, all 28 registration States
in 1970, and all 29 registration States in 1971-72.

‘SAMPLING ERROR OF ESTIMATED FREQUENCY EXPRESSED
AS PERCENTAGE OF AREA TOTAL: DIVORCE-REGISTRA-
TION AREA, 1970-72 AND THE 29 REGISTRATION STATES,
1972

[Figures for Aleska, Hawali, Montana, Rhode Island, South Dakota,

Vermont, and Wycming have no sampling errors because all records
were tebulated

Sampling error of estimated
frequency expressed as percentage
Ares and year of ares total
lor 99|10 or 90 25 or 75 50
Divorce-registration area:
1972 (29 States)=--n- - 189 569 821 948
1971 (29 States)- - 176 532 767 886
1970 (28 States)-<—cemmm-we 171 517 746 861
Registration Stetes, 1972:

Aleb 41 124 179 206
Alsska. e are eee e
9 300 432 489

9 28 40 46

30 89 129 148

[ 18 27 31

62 187 269 311

9 28 40 46

10 30 43 50

22 65 94 109

2l 84 93 107

71 213 307 354

29 86 125 144

7 20 29 33

New Yorkmesm=cw-cmcncmamnean 80 ls2 263 303
Ohio 63 1s0 275 317
Oregon 24 72 104 a2l
Pemnsylvanig---=c-ceemmaeae 49 149 215 249
Rhode Island-- - cae
South Carolina-- 9 26 38 44
South Dakot@e-wevmcscucanan ‘es
it 29 86 124 l4s
Uteh. 7 21 30 35
VeImOnGmmm = mi s s s e sacane vee ‘oo ces ‘e
Virginig--c-ccecmcomaccanax i 24 N 103 113
Wisconsi 10 31 45 52
Wyominge-meememammcncmcncaxn ces

TECHNICAL NOTES .

Divorce Samples

Sample data used to estimate the 1972 frequencies in
table 5 and the frequencies used to compute median duration
of marriage for 1970-72 in table 3 were selected by using
four different sampling rates, depending on the size of the
annual divorce total for a State, The rates were 10, 20, 50,
or 100 percent of the divorces gramted in a State, Samples
were gelected only from the States that participated in the
divorce-registration area,

Sampling errors are given.in the table for the estimates
which constitute 1, 10, 25, 50, 75, 90, and 99 percent of the
annual divorce totals. These sampling errors are given for
the divorce-registration area and each registration State for
1972 data and only for the divorce-registration area for 1970
and 1971 data,

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES

Data not available------commmom e e -

Category not applicable---~----=-msmoccmmcmcm e ves
QUANLILY ZEYOm=mm=mm === m—————m e o -
Quantity more than 0 but less than 0,05-=~---=-==--- 0.0

Figure does not meet standards, of reliability or
PreCiSiOn === remmu e m e e d mc e
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